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SUBJECT: CITIZENSHIP AND PASSPORTS: Lee Harvey Oswald
T ]
Lee Harvey OSWALD apneared at the Endasey on July & on his own initdative in |

cormection with his desire to return to the United States with his wife.

.Oswald executed the enclosed questisunaire pertaining o possible expatriating
zcts and was guestioned at length-ceoncerning his activities since entering the
Soviet Union. No evidence was revealed of = any act on his part which mipght have
caused loss of his American citizenship. BHe exhibited Sovict intermal tgtatelaash
possport (vid na zhitelstvo dly=s litza bes grashdanstva) Ho. 311479 issued by the
-scow city government om January ki, 1960, which is prima facie cvidence that he-~ _
is rogarded by the Soviet authorities as not possessing Soviet c.iizenship. Oswald
stated that despite the wording of the statement which he handed to the Embassy on
Ozbober 31, 1959. (Embassy despatch 23k, November 2, 1959), he never in fact actvally
appiied for Soviet citizenship. INis application ab that time was for permicsion o
~epain in the Soviet Union and for a temporary extension of his tourist visa pend-
ing the outcome of his request. This application, according to Oswald, contai:ed
a0 reference to Soviet citizenship, nor did he suvbsequently make any applicaticn
for Soviet citizenship. The spplication was addressed by him to the USSR Supreme
Soviet and was placed in the mail box of the Helropole Hotel, It appeared, however,
£o have besn delivercd to the central office of tha loscow OVIR and apparcntly was
+the basis of a notification to him by that office thres days later of permission
4o remain in the Soviet Union. Trere was subsequently issued his present "state-
less™ internal passporte

3 Oswald stated that he has been employed since Janmuary 13, 1960, in the Belo-
! russizn Radio and TV Fectory in Hinsk, whers he works as -a maztal worker in the
»zsearch shop. He stated that he tock no oath or affirmation or allegiance of
eny kind nor was he required to sign amy kind of papers in conmection with his
enproyment. He gave his earmings as 90 rubles per month. He stated that he is
not a member of the factory trade union organization, never having been asked to
joi‘n. -
Oswald stated that he had pever been called upen to mexa any statements for
radio or press or Lo address audiences since his arrival in the Soviet Union and
+hat he has made no statements at any time of any exploitadle nature concerning
his original decision to reside in the Soviet Union. Ie recalled that he had
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T interviened briefly in his room i tho Hotropole Hotel in ioseo: on the

ird dzy after his arrivel in the Soviet Union by a4 reporter from Todio Hoznoy,
The reporter represented ninself aos secking cononts from Aserican warists on
teir impressions of loscow. Coweld sinted that ke made no msreo than & fow

sutine comuords of & visiting tourisi nature s the vhole lzs3ting no meore thon

palwri
©lo or three rinutes ond of no political sirnificence. When queriecd zvout =
Statement which he had made to the interviewing officer at the tvime of his [irst

ecrance at the Embassy on' Octobsr 32, 1959, to the effect that he would will-
ingly mzke availzble to the Sovie: Union such information as he had acquired as
& radar operator in the Maxine Corps, Oswald stated that he was never in fact
subjected to any questioning or briefing by the Soviet authorities ccncerning
his life or experincnces prier to uniering the Soviet Union, and nevar wnrovided
such information to any Soviet orgene He stated that hae coubted in Ffact that
ax would have given such information if requested despite his s%aterznis made
2% the Zmbaszy. ‘ :

m

"

R o
i

[ &

ck u

Oswald indicated soms awciety as 4o whether, should he returns 4t the Tnit d
"tzs; he would face possible +=0ghhy imprisoniient for his act of rzisdining I,
the Soviet Union. Oswald wos told informally that-the Embessy did not perccive A
on the basis of informetion in its possession, on what grounds he micht be sui~
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jeet to canviction leading to punizihmnt of such severity as he apparently haz in -

ninds It was clearly stabed %o hin; howaver, thuit tha Emtassy could pive him
N0 &ssurence as to whether upon his desiredbac retura to the United Sintos he
sight bz ldable to prosscution for offcnses commitied in violoticn of laus &f
2 United States or-of any of Aits States. Oswald said he understocd this, Mo

Midts

nzd sinply felt that in his own interest He could not go back to the United Stazes
if it weanb retuwrning to 2 number of years in prison, and. had delayed aporoach-
inz Soviet authorities concerning departing fron the Soviet Union until he "had
viis end of the thing straightencd ous,t o Tt R DL T

COsweld was n2-vied an Apeil 30, 1961, -to larine Hilcolagvina FUSAROVA, a’
cenuel technician. He i3 avtenpling. $o arrange for his wife tc join hinin
Xoceow 3o that she can appear av the Zabassy for a visa interviev in s next

4Ly Or U0l

Csrald intends to institute an application for an exit visa irmadiately
2is return to Minsk within the next few days, His American passrort was
revaraed o him for this purpose after having been amended to be valid £ o -
direct return to the United Statas only, The possession of a foreizn passport
or similar travel document is typlecally a prerequisite to being parwmitied to
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file an application Tor a Soviet exit visa, and it was felt thst ihere was 1little

prospzet that Oswald could accomplish anything with the Soviet cfficials con-
cerned uwnless he displayed his Aumsrican passportc Oswald's present passport o
expires on September 10, 1961, and it is our intention not to remew it without
the Dzpartment's prior approval of the enclosed reneval applicetion, &ad then
only upon evidence of a present need for the renewal in coanection with his
efforts o return to the United States, - RIS T T
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Tien'y months of the realities of l:.ﬁ"o in the Soviet Uulen hove clesrly
had a maturiog effect on Oswald. Hig stated Ifrenkdy that he had leqgmed &
3

rd 1e3s0 on the hzrd way and that he had bzen co-.,Jle.,...ly relieved of his
iilvsions about the Sovict Thicn at the szme timz thst he acnuired a uew
vaderstan ding‘ znd appreciation of +the Tnited 3iates nd vl'.., meenine of free-

dem. Ich of the arror gence and bro reGa which chazceterized him cn His, firsd
+isit to the Ewbassy appears to nhave Jeit hin., He stated that he 1.>/Ct.1u:ct
aith his mother and 2 bro»her in the United States. He steted that he had
ahout 200 rubles and that he and his wife wo! zld save more for evmtual costa
"oJ._ urave'_l_ng to the unq.ued States. SRR R _ s
-Act tion ?cooe:rt:‘d The DLD“I"""HE:JG‘S "action is 1‘c"u=a +ed on the enclosed
°pn" ioriion for remenal of Oswaldls l...,,-spo_ te LI approved, it is rumested
that the Dubassy be authorized to rensy Csimldls pa..snc-vb L its disos ,’c._Lon.

For the Anbassadors e T,

‘Boris H. Xlossca
Cowmselor for Pelitical Affairs

..J"?ClODures- (l‘.k-‘ _ ‘? i _, = v - A'-T:.' = _"' ) : 3 ':.'_ T o ‘f. 3
.,ae:tio*mdlv'e ekecuteu by Cswr.ld July 10, 1951. : :
Application for Aenswal of rc_s%,mt exacu ued by Os: fal.l ’ July 10, 1961.
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