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Dear Dave, 11/14/90

1'n sorry you, Gerry and Jerry (who has a bad jmee) could not have been here
yesterday to enjoy my two surpise visitors, two now middle-aged anti-Custroites who
figure in the officiusl investigations of the JFK assassination, Jerry rfatrick Hemming
and oy llargraves. Hemming phoned from the Wil oftices in DU vesterday morning to ask
if they could-cone, I asked him to use neneil and paper and write the directions down,
and believe it or not, he did, he got off the expressway at the correct exit and then

got lost naking only the two turns required to get here. Driving a not inexpensive and
new van,

It seems they are working for Bud ‘ensterwald and his wgsassinations 4rchives and
Rese:rch Uenter on the dicky White concoction thut Wiy feuther, ioscoe, was one of JFK's
mssassins. Trying, as they correctly understand Bud's sttitude, to prove that this fairy
tale is or can be true - after all that has com: to light and all that I've told Bud
that proves it isn’t and can't be true! They undergtand that Bud is a true believer, that
Jim Lepar tunds to agree with him and feel as he does, tliut Kevin Walsh is troubled by
it in wigh they cen't identify, and that Murk allen is openly skeptical.

it was not easy to present to them the disproofs that I huve because Hemmin; wanted
to recall his past and the people he net and what he then was doing and tended to
monopolize, but Hurgraves did make sore notes. I gave then the items of disproof of
the details of this concoction sand the titles of the books that vere piugharized. They
had seen a copy of the novel, rromises to Keep, at tlie bolte offices and had a copy of
fopkin's with them, The Second Uswald. :

Hemmin;: seems not to have aged as much as I'd have expected from the kind of life
he leads but his 6'6" body now bulges at the Dbilly morw: than mine does and Hargraves
puffs out a bit there. I last saw Hermping 22 yrers ago and 1'd never seen Hurgraves
before. He surprised me, however, by quoting the ltobert Erost poen from which the novel
gets its title, Promises To leep.

lenming, who has detested Hall for Years, loran Ball, that is, confirmed what one
of my Baltimore police friends (who'd been here earlier in the day and through lunch with
his girl friend) told me, that Hall and his son had been arrested in 6klahoma selling
some kind of dope pills to ruise money for the Contras and were in jail for it.

T was curious about sone of the story Hull had given ¢ on a nunber of occasions,
for the first time hree duys of interviews of hiu when he was in real pain from an
illnesss [ do not recall in a Veteran's odmikstration hospitel in Los sngeles, the hospi-
tal that was destroyed luter in an earthwuake, at 1ést more than a decade agoe He does

confirm part of Hall's story, that Castro had him juiled with Santos “rafficante. by
recollection is that dall s:dd in the sumv cell. Hewming, who says he then visited Hall
during his detention in what he suys had been u_mentul hospital, says Hall was in the
cell next to it but that he was prrmitred to salire the food the nafia boss was Bale to
have sent in. -

Not that any of their pasts is relevant to the JIK assassination, although it did
figure in the investigations. With regard to the one real link, of the men who appeared
at Sylvia Odio's apartment in Dallas just befori: th: assassination with one pr:sented to
her as Loon Uswuld, who said JFK should be killed and he would show them hiow, both die-
agree with the account that one was Hull. They seem to have had sone idnd of connection
with the “nristic Institute and that suit against the Cla over the bombing that wus to
have killed Lden éstore for the Lontras and insfead wounded the corr%pond.:nt ‘ony
avirgnen and others. They ¢lain that, in Hemming:'s word, which is not easy to accept
without confirmation, t ey are Y%s surc that the man they think was at Odio's is the nan
who was responsible fo° that bombingfe

I made no effort to make notes and 1 think it is not the significance of our
conversation that would have insérested you but Wwhat those men suid about their pasts



-~

and those of other nou midile-nged soldier:: of Tortune. I teag’,‘ed Hemming & bit about some
of this and those we spoke avout, like llobert Lo Hrown, publisher of Soldier of Fortune
magazine, They see each other often 80 1 suked %™t tell"rown that he still ovwes me
a “Yolorado double-bladghd axe, not that I ean now use it. “e says that the court decision
against Jrown and his m.gazine was reversed on apseal. 41 you do not remenler, he was sued
because someone responding to an ad in the nagazine k%llz-zd soueons for thé person who
responded to that ad. wand if you huve forgotten “rown's link with the JFK investigution,
he had been offered a large sum of money by a southern Californis Adrab dentist to ki1l
JFK and thousands of wenbers of Americans tor emocratic lction and if' I recall correctly,
Jews, und had not reported this to the FBI. “o whdch he later contirmed it when a student
to whon he'd blabbed that story did tell the FHI,

Whei 1 kidded HalX Herudng about his open planning of g hof/Skip-and—jump ooext
invasion of “uba via Haiti in gy presence, Lurry howurd of th.: JIK investigation with us
in Hemming's E1 Ponte apartment,and this ineluded his phone conversations Q2bout it, hi
response was that while they did not get to invade Haiti, _Fhey had bombed the cuastld, ze
says that Howard Yavis, who had been Raul “astro!sg persofi pilot, fleow the plane that did
the bombing, Howie Duvig is in the FHI records, /

Herming claims to have met Roscow White in Lallas in 1968 und that under FOls he

has gotten FBI records that confirm this. I asked hin for copies and he suid he'd send

them but ir I get thom I '11 be surprised, He does acknovledge thnt thut does not con-
firm Ricky White's story.

I don t know how they are financed but 1 think i+ is not entirely by Bud becuuse
they hud just left there and here + had to dircet then to the Veste n 1_(n.-i.on off'ice where
we waited for -Hemming, Wwho returned from it with the money he said had 'been Huiting for
hin in Washington. From vhere we went to supper. Which was lurge for both. 4nd Ldl
noticed that Hemming did not leave a tip, I paid our share while they were still eating,
at Carmack's, whern you like the Scrapple, and paid the tip ut the smue tive, f'or our
Shﬂml..

W Hargraves surprised me not only becuuse he quotid Fro;;t b'i"t bicause of his interest
in our|history and even in olu buildings anu architecture. e expressed interest in the
older locul buo'ld:l_ngs past which I dorvcted them and particular intercat in the {lessian
Barracks now Part of the deaf and dumb school canpus. (The next +o the top mun now lives
in the part of it not used for storuge and lovus it from a story in the loecal paper., )

This buglding dute: to th.: fevolutionary War and Yessian tropps were housed in it, thus
the name, lurgrives alsp was appreciative off the moving of the :Toh.n Hanson house from

the other side of West Patrick Strect, brick for briek, and bein: rcbuilt as t o' the
new county courthouse .~ K. gruves is better educatied and better read than emming and
he egain surprised me by his knowledge of the obscure novel « had been asked to read by
& conservative friend, « Canticle for Lleibowitz, as + thought it would, it interested them
when I told them that the friend who louned it to me is the brother-in-la. of iHami's
mayor, Suarez, one of the Cubuns who have becoue prominent in Florida's volitical life,

Miey did talky yuite u bit wwvout the to=culled truining for an invasion of “ubu on
“o-Nume Key. I nsked rgrivves I'or his version of the death of' one of them, Collins, from
drownin: when he was a skulled diver, 1% hupoened in shallow wuter ind ffurg;ruve:s says it
was while Collins was druni. fle muis that Collins made out well diving for tropi ul fish
to sell but that he was th: kind of drunk who got nasty whe drusk, andtended to wildnesss,
This matter used to interest the eurlier Muts in the JiK case,

With rog 0 the “annlicher-Carcanno rit'le oficaldowd says Osiuid used, it just
happens thut the Bultinor: policeman, who tuiches un assassinations course ut u cotnwiity
college, had just thaf BesmEmtiornin,: roturned mae that he'd borrowed, Iy aning then
made graphic and detailed explanations to “argroves of ity nany deleets. Me suid that in
those euarly a.nti-la.,tro days they hudd been ofieped i quintity o' these ritles and retused
to accept them, tbuy wer: that bad, that dtngurous. and he edpluined and demonstruted some
of the hazurds, one I recall thet could put the shooter's eyve out. “hey luu hed and luughed

about unyone even thinking th t such o weapoln wouly b used in such a Jobe Herwdng: did



say that iloscoe White had o quantity of them. I ssked hin what calibre, bocouse I knew
dicky had specified 7.65 inst ad or buby wnd he suid it was 7,65,

lﬁargraveu is not the bruggard Hemming is and e diun:,t once roise his voice, I
found myself wondering how he had becoue involvex! in those kinds of ativites so long
ago and had continued in them since then. Both seen to be working as investigators now.
I did not ask them for any details on this other than the ostensille purpose of their
visit. But in the course of our conversation, Hemudng did confirm aspects of what Hall
had told me of his transporting of weapons and’ other things from the west coat to “lorida
back in the 1963 months that are in the Xl reports, Lester Logue, a wealthy Dallas
right-winger, did confirm that Hull had left a trailer load of thiys stuff i1 his
Garage, us #61l h.d told me, I think but I'm not sure that was the time Hall was
arresteu with it ai“tm;‘!:]m JFK administration had begun to chanp down on those ac i ities.

They had expected Jim and liark ullen to still be voridng at 8 last night because
they expected to speak to then then when they phoned. Instoad they let't a message for
Jim on his naswering wachine that they'd be in touch this morning. They stayed at +he
Hasser motel because it is the old-tashioned ldnd, o individual cabing, and they g
wanted to have the van with what it held, purticularly records, to be close to their
room, for security reasons, I think also bec use they liked the rate of §$34.00, which
is so much less than they've been puyinge They lufithed about their first accomodutiions in
the DC ares becuuse after they checked in they 10ugned it wus a bluck cat house. They did
not find it of interest to them when 1 {old ther thuat where Viestern Union now is, at the
truckers' truck-stop motel, has +the reputat&’on of also bidng o whorclouse. his is to say
that they were not interested in wouen and £x but in the kind of accomodations they wanted
for security and economy. bconomy indicates thut uhoever is paying their e.penses is not
overly-generous with noney. It wakes me suspect th.t their interest in this involvement

is not financial, They obviously hud little money when they got here because they s:.id
they had to get the koney at Western Hnion or they'd not: have money for supper and the
motel unless they did.

although their connéctions at least o the past seem to have been with right-
wingers and their anti-Lomnunist pasts it not ﬁ'uaont seens to include them uy right-wingers
they spoke of right-vingers they n:med =8 in a 'deprecating manner and se-med to be saying
they they were not of such beliefs,

If hemudng wos truthful, it seens thut Jin Garrison tried to interest them in
working for or with hin, Hemming did «fhy that some of those whose name: came up in
Garrison's talk, like Larry Labodde, had CIg con..wction:, au contract agents. But they
coufd not specify any reason ror the Cla to use the likes of doscie White as a contr act
agents They could think o1 no service he could render as a contract agent. Uhey had little
Imowledge of Joe West or Gury Shaw or the prescher nemed Shaw whe is part of +the White
story and in general it i§ apparent that althoush they kne. of “opkin's book and had seen
the novel, Bud and vim had not cued then in on the disproof of it that + g .ve them, They
kmew of' the ruptur: between Wests and thoe Dallas center but not that West had continued
to be connected with it through the lticky VWhite press confercnce it stuged for him. In
terms of their investigation, when 4 told them I had the &P wire copy én it they did not
ask to see it. They did not know that Ricky's tirst géont writer was the former Dallas EmOpC
cop abshire who uses the pen-name anderson and did not kmow, although Bud et sll aee
well aware of it, that he put an outline of sicky's story on paper. I did not tull them
I had & copy bzt sugiested they owsht look hin up when thuy are in Dullus again. I know that
when Yin sent Aevin down to investigute becuuse Jin doubted part of the story ut the least,
Kevin guve him an account of his intervie. of anderson, the nare in sevin's report. So, I
wonder whut kind of investigation Bud et al really want when they keep this kind of dis-
proof of what Bicky has been saying I'rou their investiputors.

hov these people waste their tine and poney!!! only to in th end mugnify the
destruction of ull credibility by t/,gui-r nuttiness and the attention tlicy gt for it! These
two seem to understund thut Bud is un&ious to br -k the case open and nothing else in-
teresd hin, It did not seem to discourage them a bit. In haste this eaarlg morning, lLefore
I go out for the papers and then do uy walldng, .ith best to you all, bt W



