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On the morning, of March 11, 1964, SA CovUandl Cunningham of the
Laburalory personidly delivered Lo the Dresident's Commission 12 ilems !
of evidence in accordince with the request contiained in Mr, Rankin's .
letter of March 4, 1964, In responsc to requests of Commission stafll members "*“"ih
Oswald's rifle was dismantled and then reassembled in their presence, At - m‘.
that lime Chief Justice Karl Warren inquived whelher #r, Cunningham
cauld reassemble Oswald's rifle belore Hhe Commission, using only @ dime ¥
ag o loul, inorder 19 muie Lhig possibility @ maller of record for the
Commission, ' is noted that we have previously advised the Commission by, |
letler that the rifle could be asscembled with @ serew deiver, o dime or 4
si‘milur ilem, , - |
I-'ullu-.-.*ili;: coordination through yuur oifrce wilh Mr, Belwont, "‘-fi"-v
" Mr. Cunningham wits & yorn in before Mo, YWarven and briefly lestilicd o the g ——
ease with which Lhis weipon may he nhmu.uxilml and reassembled as 'vul].;:xs/ b
to|the type of inslruament ne ('dr-d for its reassembly. Mr, Conningham t_hen .
reassembled the C 14 rifle before the Commission usitg @ dime as.a / b
screw driver, !
| : i
| 7] Also during the time the above maleriad was being delivered, Mr. Wirren ._J';
observed a Februavy 21, 1964, copy of Lile Majsesine and Lthis copy of Life v il
Magazine had a cover phologreeph of Lee Harvey OQseald holding @ rifle, He ! r.
pointed out the photograph lo Special Agents Charles L. Killion and (,urtln.nq]L el
Cunningham and advised Lt someond coprescnling the inlerests of Oswald | P oy
h'ld stated that the rifle in the pholopraph does nol appeor o be kdentical to th ‘ -'\;:;':-'_.
ssassination rifle. Thig prrson elaimed that the top of the stock-uf the ri[lutl }ﬁ".'?
ﬁlnlthc photograph appears slraight its full length, whereas the stock of the | = 4.4 S
£ assassination rifle 15 curved in the area of the comb.,  Mr, "Warren commente o
ce that the arca of the slock in the photograph in Lile Wl.l['.d-')\t‘ i5 suILe whal . v e
:silac{oxvud and m:Lt L\n(.L 17 o y ,:’ w[)'} ?‘ , [ ! ‘ .
) ,! Mr, ‘Nu‘u n (i L[. ot malie wTyFeduesty of " (he Burcau relalive Lo the | b
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Tor your informalion, the picture on the Febrowry 21, 1264, issde of
Life Masarzine is the same pholograph as our exhibit D-20 exc cpl Im rclquclung
that bas been added to enhance the detail for publication. Such retuuching of | w
photographs is a conunon practice in pholvenpraving to intensily highlight areas
and separate shadow deliils, There has heen a hipghlight retouched along the ' I
stock of the rifle in the Life Magazine reproduction of the D-20 piclure, ‘This
retouched highlight does not follow the actund contour of the stock of the rifle, |
There is wdso evidence of retouching in olher areas of the picture on the rifle |
and around the head and shoulders of Qswauld, |
.Delivery of the items ol evidence to the Commission on Marceh 1L, ! ‘ %
has been confirmed by appropriate letier Lo the Commission. I is furlher 3
noted for record purposcs that Mre. Cunvingham broupht back wilh him from
the Commission evidence' items C-14, C-10, and C-10a, which were returned
by the Commission.

RECOMMENDATION: C

In anlicipation of a request fror the President's Commission and in ; W,l
connection with the field's current effort (o ascertiain the source of the piclure -
appearing in the afore-mentioned copy of Life Magazine, it is recommended that
the field be instructed Lo determine vhelher the pholograph was retouched by
Life Magazine or retouched before Life Magazine oblained it. |
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L \ In connection with the cover pholtograph appearing . .
on'the 2/21/64 issue of "Life" mpyazine which shows Oswald 3 ﬁ

carvylop rifle and weardng o pidlol, the following is pointed’
out: '

This Dureaw has aever inferred or advised the
Commisslon that the rifle Oswald ls shown holding is the
snune as the rifle usced in the nsrasslnatlon of President
Kennedy, This may logically be inferrod; however, we have T i )
never in facl stated this since 6 iy not poszsible throuph -
examlination of the photopgraph to locate suflicient char- EEE?
acterdsbles Lo stabe dt s one el Ehe e olfle,. Our inves= !
ftigation to date has also falled lo disclgse Llnformation j o e———
wherein Oswald's wife or elose associntes ean state this Ls
,Jin fact the same rille. TherUIOrh, deterninineg whether i .
"Life" has relouched the pholopgraph apnearing on the cover ! g
of the above issue docs not appeor pertinent to our investi-
gpation., The DPresident’'s Commission, as noted above, has
Leen furnished a copy of this phatograpbh and in the absence
of a speeilic requost, 1t 45 pot felt any further action
should be taken in this matter,

Az you arce aware, Lasced on a Presldent's Conmicsion b
request, we have been endeavoring te esiablish the source of
these photopraphs which have recelved fairly wlde publleatian
since the publication of the above issue of "Life," Qur
cdnvestipgation in this particular matter dliscloses that munarous

~ leopies ol this pholopgraph were available in Lhe Dallas Police
Department and that no system of control was cstablished, bt
It is known that mauny of thesc pholographs are milssing., This | 4
‘1nformation has Leen furnished to the, President's Commission, . |
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