9 April 69

Harold:
Rejolce! The kingdom of Heaven
is at hand.

Bernabei
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER
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ACHOCL ©F MEDIZINE

GERAATMENT OF PATHOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY April 6, 1969

Mr. Dick Bernabei
Department of Classics
Queen's University
Kingston, Ontario

Dear Dick:

Your idea is correct!!! Yesterday I dented some live Italian.
ammunition and after firing the dents were obscured., Tomorrow -
I will dent some authentic WC C ammunition, photograph the
cases, fire and then re-photograph them. Just as soon as the
photographs are ready I will send them to you.

On many occasions I have attempted "dry runs"” with empty cases.
As you know the Mannlicher-Carcano is a "clip fed" weapon and
the feeding mechanism is very poor. The bases of empty cases,
on all of the eight weapons I have used, just simply will not feed
into the bolt face and be carried forward into the chamber, In
the very rare event when this does happen the lip, or rim, of the
brass cartridge strikes something and is damaged. To seat an
empty or a single live r"ound it is necessary to withdraw the bolt
completely and set the gun aside. With both hands the base of the
cartridge is slipped up into the bolt face. The bolt with its load
can then s « bV inio the guyn, T o round with its
tapering wedge bullet end will feed into the chamber. However,
the blunt and sharp rim of the empty brass case always strikes
something and a little force on the bolt will damage the lip or rim
of the empty case. To seat the empty case case it must be guided
with the finger, after the base is first inserted into the bolt face,
until the sharp edges have passed inlo the chamber and the bolt
considerably forward, It is impossible to drop a live or empty
round into the chamber and then close the bolt.
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Your idea about the origin of the nicks on the cases found in the ®
TSBD is good. However, live ammunition and empty cases plaged \ry“( t_vr’} oy
in the chamber of the two guns I now have, and the bolts clcse¥ @"k p-\" dfp
do not emerge with nicks or dents similar to those found on th ¥ i 4 .
ammunition attributed to Mr. Oswald. Perhaps Mr. Oswald's gun 2 _’@o\ \‘J“ ,{'J 74
will do this to the exclusion of others. I will try the experiment N 0,,5\ q

on four of the other guns which I have given to friends. An attempt v’ 5 S gl :
will algn be made to amend myv suit against the gnvernment to Ly e’p " ;

include Mr, Oswald's gun C 2766 and 1f successful | will try the \C‘M R
experiment on his gun. Dro

R gt O
Dick, this is very important data. Might it not be best to keep it
confidential for a little while yet? I am writing a book on the problem
and will want to include it in the book. Also Look Magazine has

/ indicated willingness to carry a short article by myself. I read your
recent communications to indicate you will also be shortly writing on
the subject. Might it not be appropriate for us to write a short note
on this point with yourself as senior author and try to sell it to an
appropriate magazine and the magazine or ourself have a press release

about the time of publication?

Tomorrow I will wire the Archivist and attempt to have him make
special pictures for us to show these dents somewhat after the fashion _ .
the originals are shown in Mr. Thompson's book. : s
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Wi/  Shall look forward to hearing
from you, Sincerely,
L W'MIL -ﬂ"r - 3 ,".
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Dept of Ulasgsies
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY
KINGSTON,ONTARIO

9 April 1969

Dr. John Nichols
Kengag uity

Dear John:

Thanks for your exciting information on the results of
your tests. 1 have already begun writing in anticipation
of regults, for I was sure they would work out.

e must settle absolutely the question how the dents
were caused, 1 still hold by the deseription that I give
in my Zxhibits. There is no other way, I am sure of it.
lhere may be something wrong with your rifle or with the
way you are doing it. keep trying until you find out for
sure® . can suggest nothing except what 1 told you, and
1 shall write in accordance with that. 1f you find something
different, I can revise.

I am gsending the following things that I have written
gso far., None of it has heen distributed, although I deseribed
the situation in a letter to Gary Schoener. If you want
Schoener no keep this confidential, wire or call him, and say
it 13 my wish. His address 1s: Box 392, Mayo Hospital, Univ,
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, }inn,, 55455, Otherwise, there are
Xz only you, Weigberg, and I who know.

Here is what I haveincluded:

1) Letter on purple copy which I intended to send to
researchers (as with my monograph on the scope-sight.)
I shall hold this until I hear subsequently from
you and Weisberg, and shall treat the matter con-
fidentially until we three decide what to do. '

2) Copy of the first draft of the first sections of my
report on the cartridge cases. A8 more is written,

I shall submit copies to you and Weisberg.

3) Portion of a letter to a firearms expert who works
for CIL in Camada. He has given me splendid help
before, and I want his advice. I include this because
I don't think I mantioned this aspect to you, and
it is Just as important as the dents. This is %the
only writing I have on this matter, and 1t is far
from complete. I can make a magnificent case against
Frazier on this alone. And against Cunningham and
Niecol, all in one fell swoop. ,

This is important: also try to get from the dArchives the
three cartridge cases (CEs 543,544 ,545) and the two cases that
were uses for milecrdscople comparison (the two of them are

ol Ay Lot e o fadlehd Qoiferin P!

e e eldp ME2 cdivitad o fher paea bzt B
/ ;

[ . I f\‘-w"‘,'sL-'rl:Jﬁs‘J . .‘:{\P, e~

TR X7 Lu-(u.éf_t'ﬂ{ [y



JE 557). Mieroscople comparison of ‘the brass bases will be
important.

If you have books on firearms identification, see if
you can dig up a printed reference supporting the notion that
brass bases must be marked significantly by the bolt face
‘ of rifles when they fire bdulleted cartridges(espeoially clunkers
! like the m-C). The revolver cartridges that Cunningham exam-
ined were marked by the breech face like kids running throush
snow, But I would like an suthoritative reference that will
smash Frazier. I have ordered stuff throush interlibdrary loan,
but don't know whether I will get it. The best 14 Hatcher,
Jury, and Weller, Firearms Identification, Investigation, and
Evidence (1957)., My firearms 1ibrary deals mostly with sport-

ing aspects, not with crime.

Information about a possible Look artiele is exeiting.
I favor working with you on this, but I must write the basic
meterial on the dents (subject to your revision and endorse-
ment); I have been so close to this material that we breathe
the same air. My memo on the scope-sight and the beginning
of the memo on the cartridge case should indicate that 1 can
write well, and that I can treat the subject Xix competently.

Moreover, I would like to have Weisberg in on it. He
is going to do tests, also, but your results came in first.
I wrote to Harold in the light of your letter (sent him a
copy), and tentatively suggested the following arrangement:

Bernabel: write the basic report on the cause and
significance of the dents., I will treat
no other subject unless it directly bears
on the dents.

Nichols: physical tests, photographs, mierbscopie
comparisons (?3, and other matters related
to the physical character of the evidence.

Welsberg: write on the bearing that this material has
on other matters related to the rifle ammo.
(My part will look inward toward the cased
dents; Harold's part will look outward from
from the material I develop).

The writing of each will be subject to the endorsement of the
other two; that 1s, nothing will be written that mitxtkrmwmxmf
BN any of us feels he cannot lime with. s

I await your thoughts,
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r \ THE THREE CARTRIDGE CASES Htle]
% by Richard Bernabei

'cf“ Backeround

John F, Kennedy, President of the United States, was
shot and killed on Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Texas, The
assassination occurred at 12:30 p.m, on 22 November 1963,

at 1:12 p.m., in the course of =a general search of the
Texas School Book Depository building, which was located
behind the President when he was fired upon, Dallas police
officers discovered three spent cartridge cases lying near
& half-open window at the southeast corner of the sixth floor
of the building. The cartridee cases were designed for &
firing 6.5 mm bullets in Mannlicher-Carcano rifles. (WR 79)

At 1:22 p.m., after further searching, police found on
the sixth floor a Mannlicher-Carcano rifle tucked inconspic-
uously among surrounding cardboard cartons. (WR 79)

Conducted chiefly by FBI firearms identification expert
Robert A. Frazier, examination of the three cartridge cases
disclosed that each had been fired in the Mannlicher-Carcano
rifle to the exclusion of all other weapons. (WR 85, 557)

Moreover, the official investigators determined that
several months before the assassination the rifle had been
purchased by Lee Harvey Oswald, (WR )

Late in November, 1964, President Kennedy's successor
appoined the so-called Warren Commission, and by executive
order he directed the Commission "to evaiuate all the faots
and circumstances surrounding the assassination...and to
report its findings and conclusions.” (WR ix)

lssued in September, 1964, ¥he Report of the Commission
concludes that Lee Harvey Oswald alone killed the President

(aplness?) in the course of firing three shots with the Mammlicher-
Carcano rifle from the location at the sixth floor window

7 Reppew fpeatly] ;
hnﬁ”“ﬁ*ftﬁﬁxof the Texas School Book Depository. The Report says (wR o)
hak weus ool , e Rapet The most covvineing evidewnce relatimg 4o the numbeT o shets ;
51 T s e tie ig was provided by fha P"'e.tem-f %-n +he :I'-x“\.'f‘[:c“ of '“dl*{""ee_*Sr“f‘ d s
i . ‘ cartridge cases whi were dewenstrate
snibimen o WoS PVl I nE g duetio the issue Have baew Fived by the sawme rifle Mat Fired Hha bullet

whith cpused the wodnds,

Fierce controversy surrounds almost every lssue that
bears on the assassination of the Presidemt.  To my readers
I offer sincere apology because limitations of space compell
me to disregard all but one issue =and the few matters that are
directly related to 1t, the evidence of the three cartridge
cases,

As justifieation for such a cireumaseribed procedure, I
offer two assurances: +that the issue in question is enormous-
ly important, for it bears heavily not only on a fundemental
aspect of the assassination 1tself, but also on the character
of the governments Investigzation of the assagsination: and
that the issue 1is completely gsettled, beyond any doumdbt. It

* "WR" refers to the Warren Report: the numerals refer to
pages,




1s secure even from the cavil of those who still cherish
the notion that the government cannot be grossly wrong
about a national catastrophe of such magnitude as the
agssassination of a President-- flagrant error, you see,
implies flagrant Intent to err.

Moreover, the conclusive gettlement of this issue denies
refuge in the specious plea, "So what?". Powerfully, undeniab-
ly, the evidence implies that Lee Harvey Oawald is innocent
of murdering the President. More than that, it leads unambig-
uously to the conclusion that Oswald was deliberately framed,
framed not merely by accomplices in the assassination itself,
but also by the very investigators who allege that Oswald
alone 1s guilty.

The burden of this report

None of the three cartridge cases was used for the
assassination of the President. In each instance, before the
agsagsination.ocourred, the bullet was manually removed from
the loaded cartridge, the empty oartridge case was placed in
the chamber of the rifle and fired. The three cartridge ceses
were déposited near the sixth floor window; they had never
been. used to fire bullets from the Mannlicher-Uarcano rifle.

The explieit desoription of what happened to the cartridge
cages depends on two phenomena: +the presence of certain con-
gpleupos dents on the cartridge cases; and the absence of
certain microscoplo markings from the brass bases of the
cartridge cases. Understand ' now that each phenomenon by
itself, without reference to the other, conclusively estab-
lishes that none of the cartridge cases was used for the
agsassination,

How we know about the cartridge cases

The three cartridge cases are part of the evidenee of T
the Warren Commission; they bear the designations Commission T
Exhibit (CE) 543, CE 544, and CE 545, Since CEs 544 and 545
are similar to one another in all essential respeocts, I shall s
often refer to the two as a single cartridge case wi%h the . 0
designation UE 544/545, 23

For reasons which are kmown only to those who conducted
the official investigation and issued the Warren Report--
reasons which others may ponder in the light of what fo ows,
the most important physical features of the three cartridge
cases are referred to nowhere among the official documents
of the Warren Commission-- not in the Warren Report itgelf,
not in the 26 volumes of published documents, not in the tons
of unpublished reports that rest in the National Archives,

not among the documents that are still elassified "Top Secret"--
nowhere. ‘ ’



The reader can see good and informative photographs of
the cartridge cases in Josiah ‘hompson's Six Seconds in Dalles,
(N,Y.; Geis; 1967) pp. 144f., I rely on Thompson for his
description of the cartridge cases and for his conelusion
regarding the significance of the dent on CE 543, If you
consult Thompson beyond that, read him with extreme caution,
farhe gravely misinterprets the significance of certain other
phenomena. <The limitations of this medium of repraduction
causes me to provide the reader only with drawings; . Be
assured, however, that the drawings accurately represent the
physical objects upon whieh they are based.

Degoription of cartridge case CE 543 (dented case mouth)
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Hanesd Wearkng
Tgar m Hocitd

T am gending you tais letter in anticipatlon of a loung eperh
waieh wiil deal in full deitail both with the issue discussed helow
end with an importent related matter which, irrespective of what 2 &
gsay belew, proves the same thing. When you recognize the gignilicance
of what has been lesarned, you will understand why I feel tha% you would
wish to hoar of thess resssrches now in summary, rather than to wait
and resd the full secount later. Although several matters are involved,
hers I shall diseuss only the ome that iz most important. I hope that
the groeinstness of this version does not cause you confosion.

14 41g absolutely certein-- beyond the least doubt, and secure from
any eontrary explanatiom, that mons of the three ocartridge oares
Arreircrssrr e el e e e e O A A N O PR whizgh were Tound

nesyr the aixth 7loor window of the Texas School Book Deypository waa
uged in the assagsination-- none of them.

You can see good and inTormative photos of the cases in Thompson® o
8 Saa Dallas, pp. 1447 1 rely on Thompacn for his deserip-
Ticn of the onses and for his conclusion regarain? the significerce of
the dent in the mouth of eariridge case CE 543, If you oonaul®s Thomp-
son beyond that, rsad him with cautlon, for he gravely misinierprets
the significance of certain other phenomensa.

Hare, driefly, is a deseription of the three cartridgs owages,
(Since CEs 544 and 545 sre similar ir all important respecis, I shall
refor %o them as & single cartridge case, CE 544/545):

@ee baawpﬁ CE_54% is dented at the mouth of the cartri caae .,
&P 7 TE 544/545 vears a small denmt (like a dlmple) on the shoulder
of the case.

The dents escurred in the manner desoribed in Exhibita 3 end 4 of
the attachod sheet. This was verified by physical tesis wiin a Manm
14 sher-Carasnn rifle (M=C) and eartridges. In all the tests, dents
wers produced which correspond exactly to 4the dnets in CEBeg 543 and
544 /545, The tests confirm beyond doubt that this 1s the menner in
which the dents occurred. By the way, 1% 1z not at all uwnusual for
rifles of M-C vintage and M-C gquality to produce shoulder dinplen
iike the one on CE 344/545, Fote espesisally that CE 543 waaz thruat
from the olip into the chamber as an unbulleted cartrldge cese.,

OE 544/545 cgnisined a bulle’ when it was chambered.

CE 543 (dented case mouth) cemmot have been fired during the
sasassinetion partly for the reason that Thompson gives, bul also
for other~- mare important-- reagons which I skell disecusun in the full
report. FPresently it le sufficient for you to kuow merely Shat when
a bullet is fired from a cartridge case, the case mouth jinvari iy
retaina the round shape of the rifle chamber, This applies 2ot nersly
4o M-C cartridge cases, bus to all cariridge ceses.

Tet ms preface my remerks about CE 544/545 with an sexplanabion.
When a bulleted cartridge is fired in a rifls chamber, the gaases thal
are releasad by the burning propellant powder expand with fiares
intensity and produoe enormous presSsurd,. Before the bullet lesavaes
the barrel {astuelly, even bafore 1t leaves the cartridgs case),
the Tantestieally high praosurs expands the brasa of tha cartridse
sape and presses it tightly-- very., very tightly=-- againat the sieel
axdt well of the rifie chamber.

The pressure that is prodused by ths Piring of a bulleted 6.5 mm
M-C gartridge ig 37,000 pounds per agquare ineh,. more than encugh--
far, far more than enough-- aompletaly to remove the diample on the
shonlder of ocartridge case CE B4d/i4b. In fact, physical teaba
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with a M« rifle snd cartridges invariably ceused shoulder dimples
to0 be blagted ont and all evidemce of them to be completeliy oblitere
ated., This is not a phenomenon thai is pecullar to the M-C; 1%
ceonurs in all rifles whenever they firs bulleted cartridges with
gimilarly dimpled cases. It ig an inviolate ballistie prinsiple.

The meaning of this is elear, unequivoeal: a bullat was
Pired Prom CE 544/545, The evidence is unassailadle; 1% is no
pogsible For shoulder dimples to survive the shooting of a tulleted
cartridge, The caritridge casge mugt assume the shape of the chamder.
There are equally unasgallable reasons for asserting that UGS 543 also
never fired & bullet; I shall discuss them in the fall repori. Ia
21l three instemcas, the dullets were manually removed from the
cartridge casem before their primers were blasted by the Firing pin
of the M=C rifle.

I? you bother to read the testimony bearing on the miercscopis
examination of the cartridge oases, do not be led to belisve thai
any of it negates what I have descrlbed to yom. In fast, 1% fully
sorrohorates what I have said. This, too, 1 shall discuss later,

The conclusion that the cases wera not used In the assassination
does not resi entirely on the existerce of denis on the ocases; i% is
posaible to prove the same thing with squal validity by another
meang. But the existanee of the dents iz an important aspect of
the evidence, snd it im absolubtely unassailable by contrary argumant
of any kind~- end the aevidence cannot now be dostroyed or dosctorad;
it is all in, and it is all solld. i ‘

I want you to lnow at lsast that much now. DIster I shall tell
you in explieit detail what happened to these cases before the
asgasgination cocurred. There is a good deal to say; every mark
on the ecartridgs cases 1s a voice, and together they whlaper a true
and explicit story that cemmot be Pefuted.

I em satiefled, too, that FBI firearms expert Robert A, Frazier
Tmew all this from the very begimaing of his activity in the investig-
ation, even while Oswald was alive., Frazier knew firgt, and Frazier
knew B ®

AlThongh there ig other important evidense Zwim whigh bears on
what I have %0id you, evidenco whish by itself ia comclusive, the
dents alone absolulely free imxmmriwkizwrxmwew the three ocartridge
cagen from eonaldaeration =23 part of the shooting pararhenalin,

By powerful implicaliom-- indeed, by undeniable implication~- this
evidence also Trees tha M«C rifle from consideratlicn as gne of the
marder weapons, and Ogwald himself from consideratiocn as one of the
assagsing., Even if it was not previously clear to everybody that
Osgweld was never more than an innocent patsy, the evidence of %he
cartridge cases olearly indicates %hal the only ungeful funetion
which the rifle served was %o implicate Uswald in & orime that he
did not commit, & crime that he camnot have commlitted,

Stey well,
Bick, Bovmaksa
Richard Bernebsi
[@__[p‘d“h F‘_n Dapt. of Classice
Ak ( Queen’s University
{\ - ‘ 3 Kingaton, Ontaric
/ f ~7 [yer Canads
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Hou DENTED CAnE SHOULDER
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HOW THE CASE SHOULDERS WERE C"‘”s” )
DENTED (CEg 544 and 545)

Az the bolt thrusts the bulleted ocartridgc
Porward, the nose of the bullet strikes ' .
Pamp .« The cartridge tilts, and the doll
eontinues i%e forward thrust on the tilled
eartridge. The shoulder of the case sirik:.
the ramp an dented. The bolt thrusts
the oartriée %‘Eo the chamber, and

sloses over 1%t.

CEXHIBIT E )

—— - HOW TIE CASE LIQUTH WAS
DENTED (CE 543)
Ag the bols thrusts the unbulleted car-
S-RANP tridege ease forward out of the elip, the

mouth of the case sirikes the ramp and

i3 dented. Continuing its forward motlon.
+he bolis thrusts the unbulleted ocase

intc the chember,



