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PUTNAMVILLE, IND., APRIL 3 (AP)= A RIFLE OF THE SAME NODEL AS
THZ ONE NAMED AS THE ®UN USZD IN TH:Z ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN
F. KENNEDY WAS FOUND IN A TERRE HAUTE, IND., HOTEL THREE DAYS AFTER
THE PREGILINT'S SLAYING, TERRE HAUTZ'S FORMER POLICE CHIGF SAID TODA.

FRANK KIDDLEZ THE RETIRED CHIEF, SAID THE RIFLE, a 6.5 MILLI=
METSR ITALIAN MANNLICHER=CARCANO, WAS TRACED TO A SALESMAN FROM SAN
ANTONIO, TEX,

RIDDLE, WHO RETIAED FKB. 15 AFTER 16 YEARS AS TERRE HAUTE POLIE
CHI:ZF, NOW IS IN CHARGE OF CUSTODY AT THE INDIANA STATE FARM IN
PUTNAMVILLE.

Hi SATD 4LL HIZ INFORMATION ABOUT THE RIFLZ WAS TURNZD OVER TO
THE TARREN COUMEISSION AND THE RIFLE WAS TAKEN BY SEC ET SSRVICE X&ERKN
AGINTS.

THE WARREN COMMISSION NAMAD LIT HARVEY OSVALD AS THE SLAYER OFE
KENNEDY IN DALLAS, TEX., NOV. 22, 1963,

RIJDLE SAID SAN ANTONIO AUTHORITIES INFORMED HIM THZ SALESMAN
HAD NO HAXHX CRIMINAL RECOE\'D. WAS A MEMBER OF THE YCUNG COMMUNIST
LEZAGUE AND AN EXBERT RIFLE MARKSMAN. HE DECLINED TO NAME THE SALES=
MAN.

RIDDLE SAID THG SALESUAN REGISTERED AT THE TERRE HAUTE HOUSE
NOV. 25, 1963 AND, ACCORDING TO THE DESK CLERK, WAS CARRYING A "LONG
FAUKAGE." SHORTLY AFTER NOON ON NOV. 26, ¥84% HE CHECKED OUT WITHOUT
THE PACKAGE, THE FORMER CHIZF RELATED.

THE RIFLE, FOUND BY A MAIDZ BORE NO FINGERPRINTSy RIDDLE SAID.
TWO TELEZPHONE CALLS FROM THE SALESHAN'S ROOM NOV. 25 WERE TO A TERE
HAUTE GUN SHOP AND TO A STORE THAT SOLD RIFLT AMMUNITION, RIDDLE
SAID.

HE SAID INVESTCAS LEARNED THE SALESMAN VWAS TOLD THE WEAPON
WOULD SLLL FOR #5. RIDDLE SAID THE SALREMAN LATER BOQUGHT A BUS

TICKET TO £T. LOUIS.



RIDDLE WAS QUESTIONZD BY A NEWSMAN ABOUT THE INCIDENT ERGNEy
FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS BY JIM GARRISON, NEW ORLEANS DISTRIGT

ATTORNEY, INTO THE ASSASSINATION.
RIDDLE SAID HE HAD RECRIVED NO WORD FROM GARRISON AND XER
ADDED, "I THINK GARRISON MAY HAVE SOMETHING, BUT I DON'T REXND

PLAN TO CONTACT HIX WITH THR INFORMATION I HAVE."
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PUTNAMVILLE, IND., APRIL 3 (AP)weA RIFLE A TUXAS SALESMAN LEFT I¥
A TERRT HAUTE HOTEL THREE DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN F.
KENNEDY WAS OF THE SAME MODEL AS THAT NAMED IN THE PRESIDENT'S
SLAYING, A FORiSR POLICEMAN REVEALED TODAY. )

FRANK RIDDLE, FORMER TERRE HAUTE POLICE CHIEF, SAID THE RIFLE, A
6e5 MILLIMETER ITALIAN MANNLICHER=-CARCANO, WAS FOUND IN THE ROOM
OCCUPIED BY A SALESMAN FROM SAN ANTONIO.

THE WEZAPON WAS TURNED OVER TO THE SECRET SERVICE WITH DERAILS OF
THE INVESTIGATION, SAID RIDDLE, NOW IN CHARGE OF CUSTODY AT THE
STATE FARY NEAR HERG.

RIDDLE SAID SAN ANTONIO AUTHORITILS IEPORTED THE SALESMAN HAD NO
CRIMINAL KECORD, WAS A UEMBER OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE AND AN
EXPERT = IFLE MARKSMAN, RIDDLE DECLINED TO NAME THE SALESMAN.

THE WARREN COMUISSION NAMZD LEE HARVEY OSTALD AS KENNEDY'S
ASBASSIN AND SAID HE ACTED ALONE. '

THE CURRENT INVESTIGATION BY NEW ORLEANS DIST. ATTY. JIM
GABRRISON PROMPTED A NEWSMAN TO QUZISTION RIDDLE.

RIDDLE $SAID THE SALESMAN REGISTEREZD AT THE THRRE HAUTE HOUSE
NOV. 25, 1963, AND WAS CARRYIN A "LONG PACKAGE," ACCORDING TO THE
DESK CLERK. HE MAXRAXCMXXRE MADE TWO TEL-PHONE CALLS. ONE WAS TO A
GUN SHOP HERE TH: SALGSMAN 7AS TOLD THE RIFLE NOULD SELL F@B §5,
RIDDLE SAID. THE OTHER CALL WAS TO A STORE THAT SOLD RIFLE AMMUe
NITION.

THEZ MAN CHECKED OUT NOV. 26, RIDDLE SAID, AND BOUGHT A BUS
TICKET TO ST. LOUIS.

A MAID FQUND THE RIFLE, WHICH RIDDLEZ SAID CONTAINZD NO FINGERe
PRINTS.

RIDDLE SAID Hi HAS HAD MO ERNNAEXIZN CONT.ACT WITH GARRISON OR

HIS STAFF. "I THINK GA RRISON MAY HAVE :OMSTHING," HE SAID, "BUT I



"' DON'T VBAN TO CONTACT HIM WITH THE INFORMATION I HAE,"
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