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The assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy on Novem-
ber 22, 1963, was a cruel and shocking act of violence
directed against a man, a [amily, a nation, and against all
mankind.

WITH THESE WORDS, the “President’s Commission

on the Assassination of President Kennedy” hegan its
report—some 883 pages of fact, speculation, error, and
theory. The Warren Commission, created 1o “evaluate all
the facts and circumstances surrounding the assassina-
tion . . ."will long be remembered—not for what its report
contained, but for what it omitted; not for the (questions it
answered, hut for those it left unanswered; not for the
mysteries it solved, but for these it created.
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Above: Mitrgliada bullet shown in cutaway case (left),
and the bullet opened, exposing “cannister” contents.
Lead cylinders weigh 40.45 grains, and are composed of
twa sections, which sometimes separate (see bottomn pair).
Top section is either lead, hardened with antimony, or
is sometimes jacketed. Complete bullet weighs 263 gr.

Left: Original 6.5 Carcano case (left) “re-bulleted”
with soft nose hunting bullet—without resizing. Next
to this is a Western 6.5 Carcano case with military
bullet. Full clip of Mitrgliadas shown at top, left.

The usual way to handle a “hot potato” that has political
angles is to appoint a committee and ride out the storm,
This was done in the Sacco-Vanzetti case (the Lowell
Committee) and in the more recent Pearl Harbor scandal
(the Roberts Committee).

The Kennedy assassination triggered the Warren Com-
mission, which wasted little time in turning on the stupid-
ity. In its clumsy efforts to calin more than half of the
civilized world, it dropped the ball—and this fumble raiced
more questions than it answered—thus the Warren Com-
mission joined two famous predecessors as failures.

The very real tragedy is that its inept gyrations actually
worked against its own purpose; obvious errors—if not in
foct, at least in judgement—made suspect much which was

10

§ Is this'the bullet that killed Kennedy?
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Uri_'_'i'flu”} ;||'|'|'||l;||t||'. As it sty ]ll'u:.'l'u'r-:—‘l’n]. e Warren
Commmission encountered evidenee that 1 felt was o cons
e with it hape for o =imple explasation. e that Os-
walidl, alones was The assassing Actoallve this was nol neees.
stev: o compelent investigition by s esperts winihl

have  made meh ol e PHiterate

n

npreelitadile trish

spawned I status-seeking “resvareliers,
OF the many blaoders ateibored o the Commission’s
[ailure
“Devil’s Advo-

Lse of expert wilnesses presents

|I|';||'i1|;_’.-. }lu:-.si|»|j. the greatest dereliction was the
of the Conmmission 1o appoint a vigorous
['il!l"! or ('I'I'."'F'('\Qli'lli'lll'l'.
terrille ||;[II’::I'IT". andd crosseximination is i||1.-ul(|l|']y Castre
li-ll ” lllll]l i‘- 1 Iil' “I)Ill'llul"li‘ll. ’llill' ‘\HH("“?““S may swear
to tell =, o ihe whole truth,™ eles but this is limited 1o the
actual questions asked, Espert testimony without cross.
examination can result in little more than compurzation,
]f “”.' lejl_'l'l \\'il]lL'SSL'S ilad I)t'l.'n (']'()ﬁﬁ'cxlllllil'“.'(i lly I’l‘l'l]'
erly coached counsel, it is more than likely that the
shadows now hanging over this mess would have disap-
peared ling ago—particularly in regard to firearms.

When compared to the scope of the investigation—the
10 months of work and the 20 volumes of testimony—the
lack of quality and limitations of the firearms intelligence
are shocking,

Experts are expert only in their specific fields. A finger-
print expert is an expert on prints, not fingers; lor a prob-
lem involving fingers one should consult a physician. A
firearms identificalion expert is actually a “bullet print™
expert, not a firearms expert. The results of this confusion
are sometimes pathetie. In the Sacco-Vanzetti case, an
identification expert with 20 years experience did not know
how to field strip his own gun, a Colt Pocket Auto! On
another oceasion, the Commanding Officer of the Ballistics
Squad of one of our largest cities did not know that one

mizht Taak Tor eftloieseenee aromud o |||inu~| Loali=tinznis<h
Dt disetiraed <hells Tavmad =il i store aned e her
allegd i have baeen l\|m-l(] to the clements Tor oo week,

Comtreadietinns e anare ap |»‘||-J|I Ui eal Thol thie
Clommis=ion cetained frecorms expeents i addition 1o Bie-
aris fefewti fleation CAperES v enes Tor stuedy wonhd biyve
Lieen :-Illulul'-ln'll which shauld T vesalted iy e =il
nol catmplete claribeation and more satisbaction,

When eevors are enconntered noa reprl, e el g
when erroes e

in that I|||-}' indicate juelliviones lhl'_\ e

daerwment Levamies suspeet Sl ely :
unwarranted
inexeusalie,
The Warren Beport woulid have os Lelieve that ane Ll
—the one and only completely whole Toller in evidenee—
Tl this eonrses a0 entered e President™ ack bor
neck 21, hraised  the L Imrlinu af the pight hing and
eipped e windpipe as 0 lefe 1then catered Governor
Counally s back. traversidd the chest and =hatternal his
fifth rib. then went on to <trike the hone in thee Cooverrning’s
wrist, exit, and enter his thigh. TTowesver. uon el o
of this bullet, it was found 1o bisin Ppristine” condition!
This hullet, aceording to the Report was Townd a Packland
Hospital, and “on Governor Counully’s streteher.” Thow
easy it might have heen to conflirm this conelusion—hut
before this bullet arrived at the FBI Laboratory. “it was
washed with Hydrosol, a blood solvent;” thus eliminating
any possible attempt at blood tests or groupings which
might have determined if it had passed through either the
President or Governor Connally, or both—or neither.
To this day, the Warren Commission has not been able
to prove exactly how many shots were fired at a President
of the United States in broad daylight, in the presence of
numerous government ollicials including trained sccret
service agenls, assorted police personnel, and hundreds of
spectators, Two shots have, in the opinion of the Commis-
sion, been accounted for; one striking the President and
Governor, and the other causing the President’s head
wound. A third shot is said to have missed. both the car
and its occupants. Also, three empty cases from the Car-
cano rille were found on the {Continued on page 56)

+ . Left: When reenacting the assassination, why wels r!ﬂq plucsd on |r|
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Why was evidence bullet (above)
washed before it was sent to FBI Lab-
oratory? How could it have lost only
2.4 grains and left fragments weigh-
ing more than three grains in Gov.
Connally’s wrist?

Lt. Day of the Dallas Police is shown
carrying evidence rifle. Why did he
withhold “"Oswald’s palmprint”’ from
the FBI for four days? How could rifle,
which was described as ““not condu-
cive to recording a good print’” pro-
duce the palmprint reportedly found
on barrel?
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All weather. military black
NYLON TANKER JACKETSE

$1785
Add £1.00 shpg. chy. /
The famous ‘
COMMANDD HA

e oty Bag b +
prafertian ander 1
Sined o) Batle Grevs |
Aeeg (roan and wile )
Lismt Can te robgnis Randle

‘\ ded
ARE A LA R 8 ATALE DAt tier vide Hate
FMONOIdEIPn annkmd Noa DRIAR A0TR LY fhe
Air Commpnacy in Vel Nam Sires B 10 e 5 fad 5c 71

Commando Camouflage Hat sg WER chy,

‘——a‘mﬂn.‘. DON'T MISS THIS FREE OFFER!

ss '

NEW B0 page. (Hustrated GOVT, SURPLUS
COMBAT CATALDG crammed tull of values
fat adveniurers, sp0rtamen, campers and
military personasl In it you wiil find,
the odd  the interesting IMe unusual
Send 50¢ for handhng and  postage,
rehundable with first order

23-0 Broadway » Ni-Y: 10012

DEM-BART (0. Checkering Tools

Professionals’ Standard. & Styles, 8 Sizes, Replace-
able Cutters, 16 to 32 lines per inch. One complets
tool with any one regular cuttee, S2.75. Regular
ul;'a cutlers, 90¢ each. Skip Line cutters, $1.80
#ach,

Write for Free Ii‘ral:;aal':re,sor cosnlan your dealer.
DEM‘BART- Tatama, Wash. 98407

REW MARK 111 BSA. MARTINI INTERNATIONAL .22
Caliber Targel Rille, the Supreme In Accuracy,
camlor! and workmanship, for RIGHT HAND or LEFT
HARD shooler, withou! sights. . .. .. .. $210.00
12= Lightweigh! or 1412= Heavyweighi Model.

BACKFIRE!

(lantinwed from poze 2t)

e ol thie Seloal Bank Depositons, il
fve ronnd was foumd in the elimmlir, ‘e
rpines a0 wlip. packit.
Beadesl Dikes il Gavand. The elip hobils six
cartridiges. v vnly Tour are in evidenee, 1
Oewalid eould Ly Towr eaividaes, why oo

Clhirtnm aml s

sing indeml, why not o full box? It is enr-
ious that Hithe or nooeffort has been vecordi
by the Commission o trace O=wald's pur-
chase of the wmmmmition, No other el
were foind Gnowoseareh of his person or
residenees. :

After hearing testinony concerning  the
examination of the bullets amil cases, 1he
Commission assumed 1l they were original
military cartridges, loaded with full-pateh
hullets, They also pssumed that the car-
ridges were not reloaded, beenuse they wore
not resized. 1L is eommonplace for shooters
to pull military full-jucketed bullets and
replace them with soft point bullets, without
resizing.

Some 25 years agp, in Nalian East Africa,
I encountercd the 6.5 Carcano cartridge in
a wide variety of loadings, The illustrated
Mitrgliadas arv those which T hrough back.
Let’s ook at some of the mysteries of the
assassination, and see how such a load fits in.

Senator Ralph Yarborongh suid that the
smell of gunpowder “clung to the cur nearly
all the way to the hospital™ The Mitrgliada,
if it had been fired in test reenaciments,
would have shown how this was possible. The
2063-grain bullet used in this load requires

F::ECL::NE(" the use of a tult of Kapok or cotton, [rag-
: ’ ments of which usually travel several yards,
$15.50 carrying burning powder grains,
S arcicie Oswald's rifle was said to be shooting high
KIT 33 and right when tested, These tests were
$20.23 made with the 160-grain Western military
48" RIFLE bullets; but would not the rifle have been
TRUNK $31.25 peefectly zeroed in when shooting different
o Luller weights, the 263 grain Mitrglinda, for
f 3 KNEELING PAD $5.25 example?

Nt

REGAL BIPOD §23.50

BIPOD $17.50

ZOOM TRIPOD for
Zoom Scope $17.75

GALLERY BIPOD $19.40

Standard Benchres! Sland $20.00
"SUPREME™ BENCHREST
STAND $30.00
De Luxe Cuff & Hook $4.25
e 3 8,50
. 42,50
... 27.00
... 22.00
o 526

ALL ANGLE
TRIPOD $16.75
Fere-End Stop, 52-D from...,.
FREELAND Tube Rear Sile....
FREELAND "AR" Shooting Mat. .. ..
FREELAND % opening Atces, Kif, ..
" Foom Podded Shooting Glove.

* DEWAR Cortridge Block........ 2.55

FREELAND Mid-Century Cuff Comb, 8.50

OLYMPIC PALM REST frem,,... . 1550

“ OLYMPIC Alum. Bunt Plate,..... 13.50

UMr. Caira™ Palm Rest,.............. 21.50

10X SHOOTING COAT. .......... c... 22,00

FREELAND “61 Butl Plate w/hook..... 45.00

“ SUPERIOR Front Sight,.... from 16.00

" AFS55L Leather Rifle Case,...,.. . 37.00

” SHOOTING Glusses.........., . 17.00
Prices  Subject to Change Withou! Notice
ALL GUNS — SIGMTS ALES SCOrEs

GUN
TELOADING SUPFLIES
Write For Pamphiol.  Semid 31 Fur Gonerdl Cavalogue

FREELAND'S Scope Stands, Inc.
3737 14th Ave., Rock Island, IIl. 61201
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IT the Commission had tesied the Mits-
gliada or similar bullets for penctration and
fragmentation, the results might huve shown
how a single assassin could have shot the
President and the Governor with fragments
of a single Mitrglinda, then each of them
separately with a full-pateh military bullet.

Another mystery the Mitezliada migh have
solved is that of the vicochet which injured
a bystamler during the assassination. The
FBI Laboratory ran a spectrogriph 1est on
the smears on the curhstone aml eame np
with a “positive” for Jead and antimony—hut
there was no trace of eopper, and the Come
mission was stviniel, When the Mitrgliola
breaks up. its shugs are Trevd from the hiriiss
Jueket, aml they could Ny off g any dlirve-

ti: ie this phe L the e histige

v

dliswbyg
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Ui onlivr g=peet ol the ol vslinadiieat
sevhwms al thee Nivglionda = that el e
linn s compreml ol T halve=s Ty
conprtersed togaetler, sl <o sopratahe il
sonie b oot When thes ey carl Cragnen
webehis alonl 20:22 wrain-. Two of the frae
ments pecoverdl Do the Presidea™s Dl
wonnil weiglid 11 sraine anl 2| wraine e
spectively, This o it=ell. i <pitling—Nm
when considescd in the Fiht ol thie atlieg
Mitrgliada elirieteristive, il i- almest |
reasorhle voneidvies!

afe

There e many question- coneerning all
aspeets ol the assussination sor o e an-
swered, Bot sinee our interest lies in the
bullistics and fircarm [octors, el us sty
some ol the incousistencies of the investiga-
tion in this aren,

Testing of the Rifle

In an effurt 10 wst e aceuraey and speed
of firing, the FUOU and the Lafantry Weapins
Evaluation Branch of the United States Army
fired Oswald's Carcanu mure than 100 times,
It is difficult to explain why the evidence
vifle itself had to be used in these tests,
Certainly & duplicate of the Carcane was
available, and many of the tests eould have
been performed with this duplicate. Firing
an evidence gun more than the two ar three
times necessary 1o obtain speciniens for micro-
scopie compurison i nol only improper, it
is ineomprehensible—rthe buller-ballistic evi-
dence of the gun after repeated firing has
heen destroyed forever.

During the test firing of the Carcann (o see
if an assussin couldl fire the three shots within
4 certain time span, it is evident that the
riflemen were not stationed in position iden-
tical 10 that of the allesed assiesin, They did
not fire from the knecling position; fire at a
moving target; use a rille loaded with only
four cartridges; or fire thronigh an opening
upproximating the size of the partially opened
window. The function of 4 test is to test
identical situations and circumstances,

The Paper Bug

The Warren Report contends that Oswald
disassembled the Carcano rifle and carried it
into the Sehool Book Depository in o lome-
mitde paper bag which megsured 387 i
length. The Careano rille measures 107 gyer-
all when eompletely assembliad; the longzest
ol it two parts, the stock. is 33%, The report
dovs non explain why Oswald made the by
M instend of 407 longz why the five ineh
dilferener was fmportant enoigl to pegquire
disassembly aml eewssembly of the rifle; aml

Reminglon, MI1

Tell us the make

and model ol your shot-
Run or rifle . . . type ol stock or forend
U wanl —semi-finished, 90% hinished, standard

yo!
finished or custom finished. We will send you literature describing what we
ofter for your needs. Or, ask your dealer or gunsmith, he also con furnish free catalog.

E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC., WARSAW, MO., U.5.A., Dept. J27H
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Mo bnporinl, fisse the varions part= of the
=g il

wunt with =larpesteel enrner= we
Promn e Paine hovse in beving, Tesa=c de
e Seliool Mok Degmsitors swithonr feavin
s s o ks e e Togs e the 11
supplomental veport ol Fannas L 10yl

states:s 0 o0 e lae wits esaminel Lo Gy
evidimee of the oathine of o ville, bt nn
=it indentativns were fonel” There
oo 9188 Careane that would Gt inte thie
paper bag without heing sl s the
Mosehetto ver=ion i= fon felie here i
T evilopes o, Dl Oswalid Bave e
e one Careann?

Other Contraversial Point=

Cher ol e Covinission witie==is, in -|u'.'.L-
e ol the tele=eopiv sight, =aid i1 was “a
veal wide s estrenme il i epil e shoae
e, The eviidenve rille was fitiad with a
chicap AT svopee of losw light-gatherving powey
with o restricted field of view (abiour the
Peneeth of the Presidential var ar 60 yands),
Sueh uosenpe wonld e abiiar e slowest

setup for papid fire shonting gencrally en-
counterel. 1= also eheimed that (he assassin
was silting o kneeling—the o pusitions
lewst suitalle foe rapil five

Alzo, in vezard 1o the shooting capabilities
of the rille and Osswald, the Cimmission
would hase ue Lelieve that he missed a sta-
tiomary target (General Walkery at short
range, but twice hit o moving targer about
the size of a grapefruit—at more than 60
yards!

Mentiva should be made of the carcless
handling of evidence in this, one of the most
important cases of our history, Why was the
Presidential cur opparently cleaned before
any expert examination was made; and why
did it tuke two sepurate searches to uncover
bullet frazments? Why were Governor Con-
nally's clothes cleaned and pressed helore any
microscapic examination wus made? Why did
investigators fuil tp make any effort to trace
the sourees of ammunition fired in the Oswald
Curcano—especially when, in the words of
the Commission expert, “The cartridge is
readily available for purchase from mail-
wrder houscs. as well us a fow gunshops . .."°
Harsld Weisherg, in his bonk “Whitewash,”
usks: “Did it have anything to do with the
discovery of similar cartridges loaded with
Lullets other than the ones the Comimission
presumed were used 27 To this we can only
alddy “Pechaps a Mitrglinta ballet; or the
“pallottols frangibile™ ta frangible bullet),
or the “rdotta,” o reduced load curtridge
Joaded with a short range but multiple-com-
po=itinn hullet?

The assassination of President Kennedy
vriggered  one other ridiculons prgram he-
cidie the Warren Commission: the program
which has a= it premise that anti-gim legis-
Vation could alinlish erimes. Tou many peophs
forget that a g dealer whe eomplicd with
current frears regobations helped the g
thoritios traee the gans involved within i
matter of hours, One wondeis what wonld
Niave biseny thie vase i1 Oswald liad, beease of
cevercly pestrictivee legi=lation, purchised his
gun from the black market?

The Oswalids ool Whitiiins wee prodacts
al envirowment, il ol our
won iwdustry or surplos arms dealers, Oue
iy dsk Do mieli tis alminst seless gl
smetines it bing pobdication ealled e

“Warren Repont™ has helped -
provee this soeialogieal envirenment,
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NRA MEMBERSHIP Departments HO03-ET

Faoter iy subseviption 1o THE AMERICAN
RIFLEMAN, cneoll e as oan NEA Member ol

send my three marksmanship manuals*

Name
Address
City, State Zip.
TOP NRA [] $5.00 enclo.sed L] Bill Me
3 SHOOTERS® S nbieming application el details will alsn be sent,
MANUALS s L 10%E]
Rifle = Pistol NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
Shotgun 1600 Bhede Fsband Avenue » Washineton, 1, €, 200050

if you like guns and shooting
there’s a place for you in the

H Hunters, target shooters, plinkers ... juin
with 790000 sportsmen who now enjoy NRA pro-
grams for rifle, pistol and <hotgun,

B As an NRA member, you can earn a nalional
rating with the handgun, rille or shotzun of vour
choice . . . win shooting awards on your own home
range, or in stale, regional and national tourna-
ments . . . get expert advice on any subjeet per-
taining to fircarms. You can enhance your enjoy-
ment of gunsmithing, reloading and gun collecting
hobbies—and take an effective part in the fight for
sane gun laws.

B The American Rifleman, America’s most
1 : popular magazine for hunters and shooters, comes
: to you each month as another important member-
ship benefit. Every issue is packed with timely
articles on such subjects as hunting, hand-loading,
gunsmithing, the evaluation of new guns and shoot-
ing equipment, etc.

M| For just 85.00 a year, membership in the
NRA brings you all of the above benefits—and
more—including the right to buy guns, zun parts
and ammunition, as offered for sale to NRA mem-
bers by the government. Details explaining all
benelits will be sent with your membership card.

B As a special bonus for joining NOW, you
receive free the three outstanding rifle, pistol and
shotzun marksmanship manuals pictured above.
Use the handy order form.

Yourd frophiest goz withi} youl whereverd
g P YLl .
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