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Desr Dick,

Heurd from “1nesln today. ‘e ms reciivod 2nd is reedin 0UT, I Qﬁ;ﬂ elso
gotten Ney's lo-ters to Judge battle wnd find iaters tins thinges ir ther Bhst the
preas did net seoerd, lie eslline Fomemsn Terey "Furflusher", sayim’ he rep-
regented Ganwle, net him, nd ¢olling bim & liur in whet he ssid in court. in this
ennrecting, you ¥new 4 bove livtle con?idenss 1a Jawnay. Did L ever tell you
Az owes e mon2y, —or 250 bork:z snd tue oxpenslive stiprikg esstav Sree gesting
them - wund he hss be n salling them- L doven't bear o word. It is o year sad &
helf, ell, - aow bove un "ageat” in Tpadon, o v 1y sweet, deiicated smericen
girl win Lss slreasy pone to Stotlund Lard for esples of sny sed ell relesses,
ete. She ¥homs tac owmr of o sourt ani is golas to zee if thers is ay el-nee
of matting iafnrimti-n. 5o, if you knos of questiosns to waica w2 should sgek
eneswers, within the competenes ni o oratdy und willlog ond intelligent bub
inexvarisnesd 18-yaar-old girl, send thsm to e,

four 4/11 i¢ nere. I think, if you desire, taut 1 cem get %he locel
range offics of tae 9polica dept. Lo muke duplicate tects. There are some Irve
plready epoksn te tas cnisf stent «nd hevs als okay. There iz time. I do not yeb
how= the rifTla back. “hat you =iy shout the extrector maltes sonse. Ter sny ultimate
use, bu ue nr by ma, *gsin chers should W tle annunl,; ¢ it is svriletls. Segides
this, me¢ esn ord should take aur evm pletures, The lone letter wes tn Nichols. Here
you soy “Nicol". 7r i1l yoi mot sendl It tn ¥

hat you sy nbaut 1ESAS alsn viles sarge. dowever, 1T you vizu:lize
this =3 huving cecuried 11/22, nsy © supcssht you ounlt thet in our raconstruction,
if ar v in veur ming ¢ first of 11, L thick it uare liksly it haptened esrlier,
»hich maic risatine lass risgy. vecoad, w2 “nos Le he: s shertage of bulle ts,

else ne'd neve lelt more besn oune b sides tue tuaree shells. Hegumber sleo, the
#BI suspended searcu fer the scurce of the bullats (VEITH ASH) omez they lasrned
of tue resdy aveilstility of relosded, scft-nosed ones.

If I go to the gpkbives pnd seek 4o bold the tullats, they may likely
revent 1t. Tiers is . greater llkelinood I eoa de it vwhile pletures ure teing
Mo, I heve hed no answer fron Yohn on this or an esrlier ~uestinn, how soon xx
do8- . 1s yyar need susm-osticas o the ault. I've hod e lay thet sslde for a bit.
I %01 44 would neve been botier had I supsrvised the teldng of pietvres. * hawe
novel Lo sompetent pletures taten for w exceot when 4 surarvised snd showed
efﬁczlifujzl weat, ns with 399, whare whet 1 ehowed you are the only new ard
m;_?’n; g (A8 Coloar pistures sre [10.00 ezel, =o we nsed that to begzin with?
lilga Loﬁuéfry for Locg, thet is different. 3ut I will go if neceszzry or desire=
2 " eegs whatlot wand 4y go until we sre cortesin. low tils probebl. mesns after

chn se etga

1 hes ;

isous ni 0¥ sre m osning to sak you bout to inside &nd widl usve three
eomBArEaY sue tainmehn neie: emntied, amptieé ann primer fired snd fired, *bie
%E Dn"'Lﬂoﬁav>r, 1'moee I $houvkt tuers'd ta s vizual er & chenieel lifference.
O .éxiettnp cetined uet bo werry obout docterint er renlscedent Lecomse
thers arer“keuci to subsvyue ean gob end toey Tino it elese te i vos 1tle to
: Lue Tnere @, I'm wrongs. I'we jusc cheeced the axilibitss They
ae bkls facesinersd Hone »f ias griner end¥ Eeow glss coul they

A - & *mhesr from Jdahn 1'I1 po there.
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11 April 69
Harold: .
Reference to the following:
CE 2968: Hoover letter to itankin, paragraph 3;
Cé equals CE 543,
icol at 3HEXIR% 508-510: discussion of unigue
marks on the hase of CE 543.
CEs 619-624: illustrations for bicol testimony.

itemelber those marks on the base of CE 5437 These are
the ones that raised speculation that the cartridese might
have been fed into another 1'=C than "Oswald's". Niecol
was wrong: I am almost sure of it (it is an honest error,
ons that bhoth John Nichols and I made because we dthd

not understand the unusual way the ii-C extractor works,

I think I know what caused those markg; I am almost
gure of it. I wrote to Nichols and he will do tests.

I don't have time to explain the technicel terms or
to deseribe the feeding of cartridee base into the bolt
face, 80 I'1ll trust either that you understand or that
you can get advice from somebody who can show you. I
will speak as though this were certain, but understand
that it must first be tested. .

The 1I-C did make those marks, and they were made in
the course of an operation that I described in my recent
long letter to lLicol.

In order to feed an empty case into the chamber so thet
thefprimer can be fired, you have to remove the bolt and
gslide the case base under the extrasctor and into the bolt
face. WHicol did not understand this, for ke was not shown
the rifle in aetion-- all he saw was the bolt, and that
ig not enought to understand how this extractor works. It
is not like the usual extractor. There are only two ways
of feeding cartridges into the chamber and fully seating
them; that is, fully closing the holt over them. ¥You must
gither feed a loaded cartridese from the elip, or you must
remove the bolt and proceed as I deserited hefore.

If. you manually place a case or cartridee into the zmkamk
chamber, the bolt will not close over it, for in this rifle |
the extractor does not strike the base and then snap around ﬁ%;
the rim and grasp the ingide of the rim., i.ost rifles have
another type of extractor.

Here is wah= what happened, as I.reconstruct it. I'1ll
caml the man who does this "Framer”. All this happens
only with CE 543, the cartridge that has these three marks
which could not be associated with the l.-C and werxexmatk




did not ocecur in the other two evidence case or in anv of
the tests.

Framer pulled the bullet from UE 543, IHe inserted {
the case manuelly in the chamber with the intent of blasting
the primer-- that is,he just dropned the case in the chamber
or eased it in with his fingers., iie then drove the bolt

forward, but the bolt would not close oveRthe cartridge
case (it cannot, when loaded in this fashion). When he
drove the bolt home he rammed the case base and caused
one set of marks (1 guess these are marks of the forward
edge of the extractor). Eramer could not understand why
the bolt would not close. ke removed the case from the
chamber (probably whth a ramrod thrust into the muzzle),
and again droped it into the chamber (perhaps thinking that !
the case was not lined up properly). EHe teied to close the !
bolt, but failed a second time, =nd he left a second set
of marks. Framer did the same thing once more, failed
egain, and left a third set of marks. IFinally he got wise
and tried something else, and eventually wound up removing
the bolt and slipping the case base into the bolt face.

Fremer made all of his mistakes on UE543, Ryxthex and
marked the hell into it. o5y the time he got around to
CE _544/545, he Imew how to get empty cases into the

dﬂﬂ&r%el, so he did not mark these. The diploma for his
education is etched into the bhrass of CE 543, the dented
case mouth and the three sets of marks on the base.

Nicol/##d I made the same error.

I can see no other explanation for the three sets of
marks; and it ties in verfectly whihm with what I said
before.

Tell me this: if you g£o to the Archives and ask to
see the cases, to hold them, what happrens? do they Jjust
show you a picture, or do they let you have them?

. I would like to have them in my hands, the cases and
ﬂﬂrazier s test cases, or good close-up color photos of
"all the surfaces of all of them. Wichols has sent to
/ the archives and asked for close-up photos of the dents.
/[ That's good, if we can get them, but not eneaugh.

/ I got Overstreet, but won't read it for a while, for
l I am extremely busy readlng term papers and soon marklng
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