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Sob Smith (ce Sernabedi, +och) re your 12/8 and cne. 12/7 12/49/T1

sursudt of the tracing of the pistol stiikes ne as a rather wortlwhile rosecorch
project. Porhaps yuu cun also go further with the rifle order than loch and L have, but I
thiaic you .oy weat to cieck my file on thise I aleo think Peul's recolleciion will b much
betber then wine on this. .e worked on it together and he has coples of evepytiing 1 lsve.

A ouneral comments Jermmabei i an muthentic expert, and I €hink ou should send ldm
a copy uf your 12/7 memo with attachments (I have not tie now to read the attaciments but
L respond in order that this aot get forgotten in the press of too muny things), that uny
sean reasonable on the basis of logic may not be on the basls of ballistics, for example. L
sl suuding him the carbon of jyour 12/8 to ue,

What boech and I h ve includcs even the copies of the mazazines the Ul dusted (ac_atvely
as I recall) fromdbe and reports {inadequate/ on the tracing of the umagazines thore. It secms
to e that there was & mysteriously, prefendedly official visitor before the il

sn assortment of people, including Garrison anc I think Sprague, have conjectured that
some ind of explosive ammo was used. Le.n Davidson postulated ice bullets. 1 see no reason
for anythin like these farout things, particularly not if the b~C was planted to be found
and wac not used, as is ny b lief. They necdlessly complicgte the catire affair and intro-
duce ( =ernabei can tell you if this is wrong) hazards in return for no griu. ‘e most
important single factor in a successful assassination, aside from the competence of the
shooters, is true flight of the projectiles, Explosive bullets and things of that sort
are not as dependable in lisht and, with pood marismen, serve no real need. The weapon
and the type of wmmo used depend upon the conditions of t:ie assassination. For example, if
it were to be other than close (and any part of Uealey Pla=za is close to thc most remote
part in terms of shooting) a smellecalibre, high-velocity awmo is best, for the lighter
wel Lit of the projectile and its higher velocity give it a flatter trajoctory over a longer
ramge, and this kdnd of awmo, in the readily-awv: ilable hunting or varmintin: varieties, is
designed to wushroom and fragment on iumpact, a humanitarian consideration when used aguainst
animikls. Lerg.r calibres behave similarly, but they require more opposition in fragmenting
and wuushroowing, this remaing relatively little opoosition. iz bernabei ex.lainied it to ue
in the king ascassination, the use of +30=06 rather than .243 in the Remington Lokt-Lore
line nakes it more likely tlat the shot would bt a success were &he window of a car to have
been butween the shooter and the vietin, the difrerence being accounted for my the greater
2885 of the .50-06 and thelarger size of the projectilef teuding to carry more ol it to the
target. He can probably explasin this betier than I, or you can se« his explenation in my files.

It is ay rocollection that what I located in the aArchives iicludes or fits what loch
had that shows the torn part of the page is identical with the misuing piece sunl to wlein's.
One nspect that aay be worth further inquiry is ¢ ¢ dependability of the handwriting w.alysia
on wideh, &z I recsll, all that orde. hangs.

L also have a demington catalogue you wight find interesting. 1: pictures and describes
all the ammo they muke and gives the characteristics. i also have rulevant page. from standard
s urces on the kinds of ammo that could have been used in the King case, wome uay liclpes

First I would add this opinion: we have to get away from th. hangup that military
ammo was uscd in the crime. 4 do not bilieve it was and, aside frou the allcged traces of
copjer Tound on thoe JFK clothing in baclk only, which does not mean military smuo but includes
it, therc is o evidunce of which L know indicating that it wase Yhe behavior, or the uchavior
as w. have becn told anu as we have been able to reconstruct, indicates that it wasn't and
it was the worst idni. to use for that Jobe Until I con arrange the printing of FOLDY .Uil=d I
au not disclosing all + have on this. The simplest sorsusaion iz the spectro csse. I it backed
the fficial wmythelogy, do you doubt for a woment they'd withhola it and foree we ¢ court on
it? dather would they be anxious for it to be lkiown. 4nd oy work om the pictures I cuowed you
and “in swwer before the one past has gone very far forwarde The entire story is false., 4ll
of it, in z11 purticulars.
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here is another possibility in "lote iscue® other than currency in the ad, one I
consider more likcly. "Iscue" hag a gpecial meanirg 4n the mlitary. 1 thdnk as used in this
ad it way well have been intended to uecan a later nmodel, oue issued to the troops laicre

Un substisutions, particularly on inexpensive itcias bought by nails * heven't woed
the wail-orues houses much in recent yeers, but 1t was ulways the standgrd practisc to
substitute the similar if available when what wus ordercd was :uote L tho.e cascs, LU socons
to me an order clerk included a printed or mmeographed form so ctating or uage a nole on
the copy ol the order rcturned with the shi mente I think Kléin's woulue have done soustibng
1ike this in the noruel course of business. vi course, wh % is tot ligh 1y dismissed is the
official failurc to check it all out and provide a persuasive explanation. as 1 recall, 1%
was cither ignored or closc to ite

One of the aspacts of these ads that have always interosted me is the purcahsc of
Juldier stufl than wa neccessary, better eguipuont buing availaole iu the same price ranye.
wad, if Ll had keown shat he was dolng, h. could have bougis identieal crap Tor less in Jillas
andl without leavin: the traces mail catailed. The ads you copied show much botter stuff Jor
clos. to the same price, both rifles anu pistols, so if he got what is attributed to hixm,
he surc as hell didn't lmov what he was doing to begln withe

snother jeneral comment, and this addresses the matter of explosive and other
exotic bullets: I tiink successful assassinations require the greatest siuplicity, in
concupt, execution and participants. lhe Sprague extension ol Uarrison is shect insanitye
Wlere could you find at least 50 ‘he had these on thc scenc.) who could escape detection
and ceep their mouths closed? and what was the need for them? Jame with umbrella signals
(a conjecture mmdc easier by ign.ring the second one!). What need? Ur for ruadio? what is

wrong wis  the firot shot as all the signal needet, il any was? The more complicuted we

make ull ol this, the more we escape reality, confuse outselves ond fru trate gucc.s .

= On techt: I also do not expect he will get access, but I regard it as the worst
potential disaster if he should. There is too little political understauding and thinking.

As of now thero is rolatively little we can leamn from access to the film anyway, for we
(megning for the most part I, given the ethics and dependability of the criticsl communi ty)
riow ost of what it can show. And some of what it camot. the many ways in which this can be
counter—productive have not dawncd on those who have not thought it through or lack the
knowledge of fact that is requisite for doing it. It was a serious error on fiu purt not

to discuss this with me first, particularly because he was privy to some of wmy nevwer data

ane lolew what 1 was worlding on and had an invitation to come herc to exzurine all of it dating
fron the lxlleck hearing. Perhaps in th. days when we were restricted to tho 26 wid what any
of us could extract from them such an approach, in vacuuwo, could be justified. out not nowa
So, despite my great respect for Cyril's coupetence and objectives, I an satistiecd that bis
fr.stration in this cndeavor is in our interest. In telling you this, I also tell you what
you suy not Jmow, that 1 wes the first to auk for acccss to this film, the day it was sunounced
that it had beun transferred. it took much to change uy thiniding. :

aincercly,

darold Weisber:




