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The Warren Report
And lts Critics

ARTICLE IV: The First Dissenters
By MICHAEL J. BERLIN

HE TDEA OF assassimation by s lone madman—

altmest the traditional pattern in the U, S—wis
herd to balizve in the rest of the world, where assussi-
natlon hy conspiracy has hesn a tool of pelitical change.
In the U, S. too, after Initisl acceptance, the''official
vorsion' was hard to swallow. g

As the Warren Commission warkad in sécret to
sort out fact from [lusion, theorles of conspiracy pro-
lferated, and (aey covered the ground quite thes-
oughly:

American Communists, Russian Cammunists (“Os-
wald was brainwashed by the Russians”), pro-Castio
Cubans, anti-Castro Cubans, the Mafla (“Jack Ruby
hod un‘derwosld connections™), Amevican all moacpo-
lists {"Hennedy wanted to cut the ofl depletlon allow-
ance™), Dallas right-wingers, Southern hignts, the FBI,
the CIA, a junta of Ameriean military leaders, John F.
Kennedy himself (“a suicide ent—he was sil-
fering from an incuranle disease”), Perhaps inevitnbly,
the wilder theories drew Lyndon Johnsen inte it afler
a while.

Soms of these parly theorists may themselves have
baen Irrational — at least in their reactlon to the
assassination, Others were writing [or monay, 10
antisfy A public demand, Some, with leftist back:
grounds, scemed Intant on proving a right-wing plor
But some wrlters had been shocked by the methods
and misinformation of both Dallas and federal police,
as mueh-ns by the assassination jiself

The (irst crities of the “officlul version" were
newspapermen who covered the Dallas investigations,
such as Richard Dudman of the St Louls Pos:Dis.
pateh, snd o handful of foreign correspondents,

Wiule Ameriean publications walted politely for
the Warren Report, the congpiracy theoties poured
out in Europe.

Jouchim Joesten, a prolific freslance writer who
had baen a Soviet apologist during the war and later
wrote o controversial profile of Lucky Lucisne, sproad
tha notlon i "Osweld: Assassin or Fall Guy?" tlag
elements of the FBI, the CIA, a retired general and an
oll tyecon had conspired tu kill Kennady and Irame
O,

Joester's second book, published ln German, sug-
gested that Ruby hired -an impersonator of Oswald
to-kill Gov, Cormally of Texas, not Kennedy—on orders
fd:‘am organized crime (beeause Connally was cracking

own ).

Theve are reports that Joesten's next effort—seven
privately published volumes, to be sald for 3200—wiil
go even [urthes,

Thamas Buelamn ("Who Killed Kennedy?™) Is an
American, o cxnputer progrummmg exscutive Uving
in Paris. He programs five accumplices, including Os-
wald, for the assassination,

In 124, Buchanan admitted membershlp In the
Cammunist Party and the Waskington Stur fived him
n= Itsmietlieal writer, He szyvy he lett the party in 1934

ron:dy some bitterness ngainst the U S0

Bucha

¥ ‘s suspicions nra
mroussd brenrse Oswald, o known subversive, worked
as & "“municinal employa” in tha “munlcipal book de
positury,” when “ihis Is impossible in tha U, 8.7

The Tovas hook denusitory, however, Is a privale
entarpriss, Many ather “lnets” in Bueharan's bbok are
gliai Iy Netions.,
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OTHER WERITEDS WERE JUST AS COMMITTED 70

consplreaey, but a bit more concerned with the
fagts, Leo Bauvage, for 18 years tho American corce-
spondent ol Le Figaro, a conservative Pails daily,
says: “The whole thing was monstraus, [ arrlved in
Dallas on Sunday, atter Ozwvalil was shat, azd even
then there was 8 willingnoesa of most corcespabidonts
t3 bellave what thay were told, .4

“My first impresslon was tha! there wis no sagious
investigation. On Moniday (hey said the c2sowas ¢sad,
Yet they had not even guestioned Oswald's nalghborz
o seol oul paizong ho had dsspeiated with. It takes
only a noimal person to be suspicious of that. Aml
psychalcgieally they asked a lot of us, to bellave i a
Jone madman,

im:Why get excited? I don't like to be token for an
i

The Insult to his professional pride and his Ine
ability to belleve In 2 madman who could sometimes
act guite sane are the keys to Sauvage's prejudice
ugainst the Warren Commission's Invest:zation.

His book, “The Oawald 7 was corppleted juse
after release of the Warren Report, but he had started
writing It long before, It was printed in France, but
ran into, publishar trouble in the U. 8, where law
firms were willing, at that time, to challengs the
Report, L'Affaire Oswald” 3 written 843 & conscious
parallel to L'Affaire Dreyius (Dreyfus, remember,
was innocent). It is by far the best-written book,
stylistically, on the Kennedy sssassination.

At w thne when the Warren Report stood virtually
unquestioned, Sauvage ralsed pont after point lo
challenge the manner in which the Report presented

i

LEQ SAUVAGE
“Pyyrhalogivally thep asked a lof of . o

its #videnes, and 1o deny that this evidence was
enough to prove Oswald gullty, Sauvage Is convinced
that Oswald was [rained

Sauvage hus also besn called, by a member of the
Commiission 8taff, “the world's est nitpicker.”
Today, both erities and defend the “lone n*
theory have gone beyond Sauvage's book In thelr
dehate over the facts,

If the Sauvmge book makes the most acceptable
reading, then Harold Welsberg's work Is the most
ainful.

B
Weisberg, 33, s a man obsessed by the assassina-

tion.

“I went to Wazhington In 1834 or '35," he says, "and
worked it un assorrment of government jobs, You
always had to have & preconception. Research very
often had to be tatlored” -

Aftar wartime service in the 0SS, Welsberg bought
a chicken farm In Hyattstown, Md. “Then, about
1063, luw-fiying government helicopters started com-
Ing direstly over our land. Thz flocks =topped laying."
The Incperative [arm I8 now up for sale,

“Balora the ination 1 had Idered W

books on my farming experience, or on noise , ., but
tha asasassination is whst turnsd me on. The day it
happuned I was as shocked as everyona else. I told
my wife, Lilllan, "They've gotta kill him (Oswald).
The poiice are doing all they can to male this man
untryable” The Wednesday after tha assassination
I went to the Washington Post and gave ons ol the

reporters a whole list of questions , . . T felt to begin
with that there was more than we knew.

"My work has monopolized our lives. My wife and
i-lhl;w over :'2,!:00 hnuﬂl;' on this, Il"? hard tc say why

out your thinking I'm a nut. I felt it's something

I owed. We're about §15,000 in debt.

“Anyone who knows government would assume
that what huppened had o happen. My point was to
destroy the Repoct..."
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WEISBERG SAYS nxwunx;nanom A DAY
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It, and Weisberg had to print the book privately. His

mhsuﬂn szpnnfhrnr%un‘ril::d- It s an exhanstive

exhausting) survey o ually every possible

misstep the Commission made in translating the evi-
dence into its report.

In “Whitewash,” and again in his second hoolk,
“Whitewasn 11" Welsherg points to a picture (show.
ing the Presidential motorcade and the Book Depasi-
tary behind I, just alter the first bullet hit Kennody)
and says: “If for no other reason, this pletiire was
eropped , , . because it destroys the entire Repori and
proves Oswald's Innocence.”

He dedi from the location of the de in
the picture that the assassin's first bullet was fired
earlier than the Commission repo ata time
when the view [rom the Depasitory's sixth floor was
blocked by branches of & trez (exeept for one freeting
instant betwoen hranches). Walsberg tmplies tont the
cropping of the picture and what he describes as the
fulsification of other evidence was the intenticnal
work of tha FBL 2

Weisherg's books (“Whitewash [I has been out &
few months; "Whitewash IIT" is due out shortly; both
are, again, privately printed) present almost all the
questions the Warren Report left unanswerad. But
the only way Welsberg’s researchcs can build an
assassination theory withon? Oswald in It Ia to assume
that much of the materlal evidence has been faked.

* * *

RICHARD POPKIN, A PHILOSOPHY PROFESSOR

at the University of Californiz, San Diego {and the
suthor some vears back of “The Histery of Skepti-
cism”), has taken the possibility that somecne imper-
sonatzd Oswald—mentioned by both Seuvage and Weis-
berg—and has turned it into “The Second Oswald™

In this little bools, he sets forth an alternative ex-
planation of the evidence, something that few othee
crities have cssayed It's all very fascinsting—but Im-
probable.

Penn Jones, the editar of the Mudicthian Mirror, a
weekly near Dallas, has devoted these last years to R
pilgrimage in search of new evidence. He hasn't found
rauch on the Kennedy assassination. but he has found
fear nmong the peapic invelved, He and other investi-
pators say they have enccuntered harassment by the
pelice in thelr aitempts tn interview witnesses.

One reasen for the fear may be Jones' own theory
that key dramstis psrsenae are being bumped off,
myvsteriously, one by ons—at last count the total
was 19, Even Dorothy Kilznllen was on his list.

* * *

SINCE THE APPEARANCE OF THE WARREN RE-

port, and the deonte over its validity, taere has arisent
n eult of peaple wio have been calied “assassination
buffs,”

They come from all walks of life, and they look
Into spectalized aspects of the assassination in their
spare time. Virtually all of them are sincere and
“normal” but It takes a special kird of person to
adapt the Kennody assassinalion as 8 hobby.

Mrs Sylvia Meagher, a career researcher for the
World Health Organization (she also represents WHO
&t meatings of other UN bodies) has already compliad
& “suhject index” v the Report and the 26 volumes (the
Commission didn't provide one). She is writing a book,
ghe says, which will contain all the pros and cons of
1l points in dispute, and will be pi hed by Bobha
Marrill in the fall. i 1 hurey." Mrs. Mea; is among

hardened doubters of the Commission,

When asked if she wers ol a particular
point that mizht explain how Oswald could have come
z.tt2d the erime, she snid:

“T hopa you don’t axpect me to defend every point
by every crank that ever lived. It took me two years
to master the 26 volumes and declde what is valid
and what |s to be questioned.”

Another buff belleves that the Grassy Knoll was
onz huge eamouflage, although he says “Tll deny
iU you print it Peaple would think I was a mut™
There were, he snys, five trees on the knoll during
the assassination, only four now. He's not sure
whether there was a sniper in the fake tree, or behind
it. And he belicves there was a network of steps
that went down into the knoll itself—that the knoll
-wes really a pilibox, which was filled In later on.

“These buffs fave turnsd up new evidence, new
witnesses, In the ahsénce of an official investigation,
hay are the sole sources of answers to the questions
that remain. But virtually all of them sare dedicated
1o proving n con-piracy. Most are not seeking Informa-
don, or even willing to consider Information, that
might explain how Oswald econld have done it

TOMORROW: Mark Lane and Edward Epstein
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