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The Warren Report
And lts Critics

ARTICLE [I: The One-Bullet Theary
By MICHAEL J. BERLIN

ONESULLET theory, Arien Specter roenlls,
“started to mke shupe . . . early in the work of the
Commission, The staff started 1o view the fiims of the
assussination early in January (18641, We started 1o
think of all the possibllities, Y had origine
ally been thal the firsc bulle the President's neck,
the second hit Gov. Connully, the third hit the Presi-
dent's head ...
“But thon, we ki
cesiaent’
that mades that wou
. . and, because ol the

v the location of the wounded
. We jgpase the buliet
;i £

Where did it go?"

| & *'ﬂC]" “Tha genesis of an ldea is always very hasd 1o pin
.\Wr( down. Byt as by nstruct aullpt
‘r‘i theory o TNto sharpast to Ting ms.

team t
condu wutopsy on John F. Kennedy at Bethes-
| the Fyiday before his testimony."

By the dav Humes testified—March 16, 1964—
Spectsr rocalle, [urther Indieations favoring the one-
-\- bullet theory had been dug out of FEI reports hg

. pacier and oibey lJawyers on the Commission staff.

Nobody knew It at the time, but the “onebullet,
twowietim thoory™ wis 1o be the cornerstone of the
Watren Repori's case that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting
alene, assassinated President Keanedy and wounded
Gov, Connally of Texas on Nov., 22, 1863,

It was Specter's preatest contribution. But it was
also his great Tallure, his crities say, bacause in setting
out 1o prove the onebullst theory, he left the role of
investigator and baeame s prosecutor. They say his
guestioning of sxpert witnesses was designed to pro.
duce supporting testimony for his theory

The theory Itsall Is quite simple: Three bullets
yeefe fired [rom the sixth Aoor of the Texas School Book
Depository in Dallas, One went aziray and was never
found. ‘A portion of It nicked a curb, and caused a
seratch to a pedesirian. Bolth curb and pedestrian
were & good distance from the motoereade. A second
hullet hit Presigont Kennedy in the head—the [atal
wound. Frugments, presumably from this bullet, were
found under a Aoor mat in the back of the Presidential
limousine, and on the front reat,

A third bullet—ilmaest certaitily the frst to ba
Nred—Is e k2y one. According to the theory, which
the Commission acezpted. it hit Kennedy In the back
ol the neck, exited (rom his throat, entered the back
of Connally (who was sitting diveetly 1o front ol the
President), exited through the Governov's chest,
pussed through his wrist, and imbedded [1self In his
thigh. The bolief, -almost (but pot quite) in perlect
ahnpe, its metsl jockat intact, was found on a stretchar
in Poviklund Hospltal that might well have been Cone
nally's (but might not havei:

“his hullet wis lobelad Commisston Exil it =399,

WRERE S THY s JEIT 40 L )?’7"

TRAVELS SOUND FANTASTIO.

THE BULLET'S

= 1= Specter namits thar, when he asked ballistics ex-
< erts to duplicars this shot wirh cadavers, he was fold
& —| =hat “not ane shot out of & thousand” could mateh Ir
r?_ {'The ballistics tests did not duplieate the conditions
# 1 of the nsssssinaion; among othar things, the hodles
2= | were nor positioned to correspond to the way the

President and the Govarnor were sitting In the car.)
S the Commission was obliged to demonstrate the
plausibility of 1he one-bullet theory in a negative man-
ner—by establishing that it couldn't. have hoppenad
any other way. o ticulnrly M Lane
FUEERo o ® made 1 eVigelice
ey

the J‘*ﬂ_m,l_.— - ot ;sf thsir attacks. The prohlems
bring Bp are tNose;: 3
wleparts by PRI nien who wityessed e nutdbey

comtradict the Bethemia awrgeons’ testimony before
tie Commiisaing, Theas reports sop the bullet peue.
trated onlit "“the length of a finger,” and thers was
Ho path of edit. Rough aketches, which the anfopsy

4 ﬂ."i.

Iy ro-snactmant of asmssination, doHed. tine. shows
Commbsion's thzory of how bullet passed through
Presidant Kennedy (rear) and hit Gov. Connally.

siitgeons later termed inacourate, join the F8I sien
in placing the woitnd i1 the back—lower thun tie

5 Prgvides 5
surgeons’ final autopay report places i V%] If.-‘b'g:,;lgwu“- vepliea that this veport I8 not \he Com.

But Specter says he questioned the/FB
and satisfied himself that th WA
snaiches of doctors’ conversation. overhemrd A
aration exposed the

Bethesdn before Iurthe LTl
t's path out the gz tnroat hhiculd ©sye
wrimt om0 ese Interviews?" Specter agks
himself today, “Vell, ves. Did 17 [ don’t know." ./
As: to whethe] Wound was in the ident's

“hack" or “neck, the difference 1s semantle. If you
measure 14 em. (a lttle more than 5'z inches) down
Irom the lower tip of your mastold process—that bony
thing behind |your ear—you'll come to a spot—back,
neck, call It avhat you will—that {s higher than the
knot of ynupJ tie. And that's what the sutopsy report
SayE.

oTho wound in the President's throdt, obliterated
by w tracheatomy at Parkland Hospltal in o futile at-
tompt to preserve him Jife, woa originally identified
by Porkluml doctors ax an enfvance wound,

The Parkland doctors have since ronceded that
what they saw may have been elther an entrance
or an exit wound, They did so under persistent gues-
tioning by Specter, whose motivating puzzle was:
if one bullet went in the front, and another went in
the back, what happened to them?

« Domunily ewd ks wife are cowvineed {hat the
first bullet hii Kennedy, the sacond kit the Governor.
A ntudy of the il e maneavivotion [taken by i
eiatensy phatograplcr), shows that Connally grinoeex
of his wounds abont half o second after Kennedy dovy.
Thin s#ams too mich of o diferential for one bufle?
to have it both e,

But a vloser ook at the Alm indieates that a good
number of frames before Connally's face expressea
pain, he is lifting his wrist. the ane (he buller passed
through. from Tis lap. One iaterpretation of the film
Is that his wrist, when litted, is departing from tlo
paih that the bullet followed from chest to thigh—
g0 he Had o have been shot before lifting his wrist

* Medival expertn festified that they dovbted
wny buliet could have done Lhat domage and energed
in sneh pood aliape ws =395,

‘The Commission's explanation was that there wore
Indicaiiens that the bullet was tumbling, entered the
wrist backwards, and therefors didn't Zet as dented
as it might have, had the ¢ front end entered flost,

* According to some wiofficial valenlations, mors
fgtal won fornd i Conmgliy than wos wiaving [rom
A

00— do 2580 couldn’t liave bees the bullet thot
kit them.
The Commission staffers Insist that no caleulations

can be exact. At most, #3593 is mlssing 2.4 grains of

metal. 2 of 1t = ramoved from Connally
—] TGne—was loat, T e Ths

1L grain, A third plece, of undetermined weight, re-
mains in Connally’s thigh. Commission staffers say
the exact weights can never be determined.

tok * *

THESE ABE JUST SCME OF THE WEAK SPOTS—

and explanstions—in the one-bullet theory, but there
are two things, some experts say, that could help
make it stund up,

One Is a look at the 51 photos (25 black-and-white;
26 in color) and 14 Xerays reportedly taken at the
Kennedy autopsy. It is likely that these can determine
Jjust whers the bullet hit, and perhaps the path it-
took poing out.

The second thing that bears looking Into is whather
the it.grain fragment from Connally's wrist Is a plece
of lead from Bullet 399 (If it Is. #399 was the bullet
that hit Connally).

‘eXparts say the way to go about this
is by graphic analysis or neutron activation
analysis. Both are tests almed st a compariion of
impurities [ound within pleces of lead. II the Im-
purities mateh, than the probabillties are that the
pieces of lead come [rom the rame source, Speciro-
grophy identifies the impurities by means ol their
color wavelangths. Neutron activation identifies them
by their varying reactions to radioactivity.

The polat gut (and no one has coniradicted
nowhere in the Report, in the 26 volumes
of evidence, in the 300 cubic feet of Commission
papers, has anything yet bean found to indleate that
=390 gnd the Connally wrist fragment underwent the
Reutron test.

As the spectrography, FBI expert Robert Frazier
testified on May 13. 1064, that various bullet pieces,]
Including the wrist fragment and =399, had heenl
comy with one another, He was asked “Is it}
possible to gtate with any more cértainty whether orf
not any of these fragments came [rom rthe rame
bullet?” -

“Not definitely, no," Frazier replied, “only that
they are of similar lead composition,”

Earlier, Frazier had testified: “That examination
was performed by a spectregrapher, John F. Galin-
gher, and I do not have the results of this examina-
tions here, although T did ascertain that It was deter-
mined that the lead fragments were similar n
composition,”

Gallagher was called upon by a Commission
counsel on Sept. 15, 1964. He was not asked about the
spectrography test, but about evidence that Oswald
had firec & weapon sometime belore his arrest.

This would not be noteworthy In lself, were it not
for the fact that for some unexplained reason the
repert of Gallagher's tests referred to by Frazier
appeirs (0 be missing [rom the Commission files.

The National Archives, asked about itz where.

mission papers, either classified or unclassified. The

archivicts say thoy have written to the FBI about it,

. but have not yei recelved an answer.

* * *

IT BOILS DOWN TO THIS: IF BOTH X-RAYS AND

analysls support the one-bullet theory, [t would
appear that one weapon, fred from the rear. did all
the damage, (Balllstics tests show that both =389 and
fragments from the fatal head shot came from one
source—Oswald's rifie.)

All possible contradictions will not have been
explained by such a finding, but what remained would
have to be disregarded,

But if elther X-rays ar analysis destroys the one-
bullet theory, it would appear that there was probably
more than one assassin, probably a conspiracy—a
whole new range of possibilities opens up.

For the Commission nccepts FBI fndings that
Oswald's rifle could be fired only once every 23
second: and aceepts the film of the assassination,
which provides conclusive evidence that Connally
must have been hit les than 2.3 scconds alter
Kennedy.

Therefore—Il two separate bullets were (nvolved—
Cawald's cifle couldn’t have fived both shois; someoie
cse was firing as weil

What then, happened to the other bullets? Tha anly
answers would be a Grand Consplracy or—much more
batievable—utter lnefficlency. (The frazments from
the fatal head shol were not found until hours later,
AFTER the Presidential Imousine had been brought
back to Washington. Perhaps other bullets were never
found at

)
The Commission's suggest, In cas= the
one-bullet theory [g hat Kennedy may have been
woundad un had been thought.

The Commission, though, did a pretty good job of
showing that the time span batween the Kennedy and
Connally wounds, as sean in the fim, was less than
23 seconds.

Whether the Oswnid rifie could fire mn less than
23 seconds (West Coast writer Joel Pimslour claims
a University of Callfornia professor has been timed
In pne second flat; a pro-Commission man clalms he
has sean Mark Lane, the Commission’s arch-nemesis,
Inadvertently operate the bolt of a similar rifie alinost
as quickly while on TV) remoins o be determined.

If the onebullet theory .collapses, there ls one
Iascinating alternative,

TOMORROW: The Grassy Knoll Theory
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