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UNITED STATES DEPAICTMENT OF JUSTICHK

FEDERAL DURKEAU OF INVESTICATION

if 1% f
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.—

November 23, 1963

N

Honorable James J, Rowley '
Chief, U. 8. Secret Service . ) ‘
Washington, D, C. 20220 ;
Dear Mr, Rowley:

There are enclosed the resulls of our inquiry into
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and background
information relative to Lee Harvey Oswald,

Additional information with respect Lo this matter
will be furnished to you when available. '

Sincevely yours,

&. Lvhr-:-’".:;..u 2";':1-\:.7—\)*3}9

Enclosure
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AZSASSINATION OF PREBIDENT JOIIN F, KENNEDY
DALLAS, TEXAS, NOVEMDER 22, 1003

President Joln T, Rennedy was shot and killed by an
unknown assajlant at approzimaziely 17:20 p, m., Novemler 22, 1963,
in Dallas, Tezns. Investipzation wag Immediately inatituted in an
cffort to identily and apprehend the person respenoible for this
nssassination,

Al fvproximately 2:00 p, m. » Informatien was received

that a puspicious fereon had entered the Texas Theater which ig

" Iocated about six tenths cf a mile from the four hundred bleck of
Enst 10th Street in Dallag vhere J. D, Tiopitt, a Dallas Police =2
Lepariment pairelman had Leen ghot and killed obsot 1:13 pora,  —
Ollicers of the Dallag Police Lopartment and FBI Avents onverged
on the theater nnd teok into cupiody Loe Harvey Oswald who resisted
arrest and attempted to fire a | 38 caliber revolver which was token
from his person,

State complaints were filpd cn November 22, 1963,
charging Oswald wilh the murder of President Kennedy and
Patrolman Tippitt. ;
Investization has ectablished that Oswald was employed
at the Texan Scheol Pook Depesitory which has been identified ag the
building from which the fatal chots were fired at the President. A
fellow employee siatad he Look Oswald to work an tho moriing of November 22,
1963, nt waich time Oswald wos CArrying a pacicepe of sulficient length
to cantain a disassembloed rifle and svhich Oswald gaid consisted of
curtain reds. Osvald was ebicrved cn the {ifth floor of the building in
wlich he was employed at avprozimately 11:50 a. m. » Hovembar 22,
19863. Oswald was again eheerved inpids the building shortly after
the shooting but could not be f¢ vadthereafter. Ancther fellow employee
etated shots were fired "right ove hi?? Wy Erhile this cmployee Was | :
walching the car gecupied by Tresident Kc’..l(:} -‘57 pussing in frent of the i
bullding. A witness to the ehocting winied that the chets were fired by ,




Assinginaticn of Prostdont John . Kennady

a white man from n windovw on the oliwth fleor of the buflding 15 which
Cswald way cmoloyed. Thiy wilnens Intey selected Oswald fr1 a0 line-
ub as the porcen who Fesombled the dividupl he chyerved fire the
Tifle from the window, ‘Y'he ilness could net make Deallive
identification, AT, Barlens Reborts, 1026 Mog i Bockley Lireet in
Dallas, stuted Covnld, using the nnie of O. H. Lie, had lived at
her resldence oince Octobor 14, 1963, and at hbeut 1:60 p, m, i
Movember w2, 1063, came 20 her Tosldenee, pieked up o facket and
leit hurriedly,

A G5 ealibey Iindian cerubine rifle with n four-power ccepe
was found eon the olxth floor ¢f the Buildlag i which Oswald vins cmployed
and from which ¢the shots it the President were fired, Yaveotiiaticn by
eur Chicoro Cifice bas revenleg that o wrapon of ihin ceserindicn pnd
identical poriql BUmber viug gold to cie A, Tidell, Pest Cilice Doz 2018,
Dallas, Texas, on March 28, 1963, for 21,45, This Post Ciflea Doy
ot that time yog rented by Mre, Loe H. Cswald, bolieved fo Lo the -
mcther qf puspoct, Oswald, at the time of his arrest, hod in hig
PO5session Eelective Service card 4 the name ei-Alex Hidnll, The
recovered riflo og well as the, 88 enlibep revolver ioken from Oswald,
were lmmecij;-lte.ly brought to the Lok 23 Lohorntory oy cranminniion,

It wos determined that a Lullet foud on orio of the Glrotechers
at the hospital following (he admittance of Presidont Lennedy Pad Leen
fired from the rifle referrod to abaye, Exawination alug ilentifiod
two buallet froginents found in the Prestientinl eay 28 havipe oo
fired {ron: thig Jame weapon., Ciler exaninailons in the FHI
Laboratory are continuing. ‘

A brown paper by Poscibly vsod 1o ey the rifle vou found
near the window on the stxth flogy of the Lulldine from which §i Hots
were {ired. A Intent flngerprint developad on thig Loag by the Rir
Identification Division wag identified with the Ieit Ine'oy; fingcr i nrogsion
of Lec Harvey Omyala,




Assnsasination of President John F. Kennedy

With respact to baekpround Information concerning Oswnld, his
birth date hay been varifiod Hew Orleans, Loulutana, g5 Oclokoy 18,
1939, 11e atiended high uehonl ot Tort Wortn, Texas, nnd according to
reécords of the Office of Nava| Inl.'lllgence, enlleted in {ha United Ctates
Marine Corps nt Dinllas, Texas, on Oetobor 24, 1056, for n three-year
term. He wag relenced to Innetlve caiy on Zentembor 11, 1D59, but his
military oblleation continued unti) Decembor 8, 1962,

According (o information recelved from the Etate Dcpartment,
he indicatad i the Amesiecan Embassy Jn Mozcow on Cciober 31, 1959,
that he viohod to rerounce hig Anlerican ci:lzenuhip. fle clatm - at the
dme that he hag bzen n yadar on2rator in (e Marine Corps and hag told
Soviet offfelnla that i be were sranted Sovist cilizenchip, be would malke
krown information coneernlng the Marine Corps, which way in his
JoBaesclon. On thig Lechsion he d=clared, " nm R Murxist, " The
United Proag on November 15, 1069, reporied that Sovioi nithorities
had refused 1o grant Ocwald Soviet Cltlzenship, bt would pormit him to
live in Ruagia 48 a resldent nliep,

Office of Naval Intelllzence reporied that Oswalgd had been
undesirably diacharged from the Marine Corps Reserve op Auguat 17,
10

On Jonuary 30, 1981, Ouwald Corresponded with the then
Secretary of the Mavy John R, Connally, with renpect to hig undesirable
dincharge requesting that Abpropriate netion by taken to ciiange hig otatus
end Indicating he intended o rafuyy io this eountry, Thls wao follayed
by a letter dated March 22, 1062, & tacted to Auatatnnt Diractor of
Porconnel, Briradler Gengera) Torapliing, Unlted Siates Marine Corps,
at which time ho made a nim|lay Coniplaint,

Informetion hna lHkewise boen recelved from the Cliflce of
Benator John G, Tower (Republicay - Texng) that during 1951 Ogwald
had requested that Senator Tower intorcode in bis behalf witn ELoviet
authorities, eo that they would ulloy iim to return to the United Stateg,

According to information recelved from tha Btate Department
on May 17, 1282, Oswald nnd hig wile, a SBovlet citizen, had Loan granted
exdt permits to Izuve Ruasin, and 2 Cinte Dopartment hagd {;lven appreval

for thelr travel to the Unitod Sintey Gecompanied by an infant ehijd,

£




Assasslination of President John F. Kennedy

Oswald was interviewed by Spectal Agents of this Burecau at
Forl Worth, Texas, on June 26, 1862, at which time he wos curt, sullen
and arrognnt. Ile deelined (o nnawer questions as to why he inade the
trip to Russia or his experiences while there. Ile indicated that he had
teen employed as o eheet matal worker in o television factory and admired
the Russian form of Government. Ie claimed familiarity with the theories
of Karl Marx, bul denied beling a member of the Communist Party or having
rerounced hip United States cilizenship, According to Oswald, the Soviets
never nttempied to obtain information frem him nor dld he make pny deals
with the Soviets in order to obtain per aission to return to the United States.
He disclaimed any affiliation with Soviet intelligence.

Upon reinterview on Auguct 16, 1962, he acknowledged recently
vigiting the Suviet Embagay in Washington, D. C., Lut indicated his visit
wae colely to register his wife's currvent nddress as required by Eoviet law.
e rzain denied requesting revoceation of his United States citizenahip or
allegiance to the Soviet Government.

Accurding to Information developed by this Bureau, Oswald was
arrested on Avgust ‘0, 1063, for disturbiny the peace in Mew Orleans,
Loulsiana, as a resuli of disteibuting a pamphlet for an organization known
0s "Falr Play for Cuba." He pleaded guilty and elected to pay a fewof $10,

Oswnld was interviewed on August 10, 1962, at which time he
indicated he was uncwmployed nnd had Seen in Nevw: Orleans for approximately
four months. While there he read lternture distributed by the Fair Play
for Cuba Comumittece which he considered ot to be commnunist duminated
or controlled. He correspondzd with the Coinmittee at 799 Broadway,

New York City, and paid a $5. 00 membership [ce. e received a
membership card in the New Orleins chapter dated June 6, 1063, oigned
A. J. Hidell.

The Fair Play for Cuba Commlttoe {5 o pro-Castro organization
founded during the Spring of 1060, whose fanction is to propagandize the
Castro reprime.

The Central Intellizence Agency adviged that on October 1, 1963,
an extremely eensitive source had reported that an indivicdual ldentified
himself as Lec Oowald, who contacted the Suviet Embessy in Mexico City

i«
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lequiries 00 40 cny meaeases. Bocelal Avants of (il Dursau, who have
conviraod Vilth nwild n Dollog, Tenws, have oberved pholorenphs of the
fadtvidunl peicvrad to above nnd hava Hoiencd {0 a vecor cing of bin velee.
Tagun Upselal Agonty aro o tho eplodon that the pbove-refery “d-to nélvideal
vao not Lo vy Quowald,

A Bighly confidanliad rowree ¢f Uda Durenu advlasd ibat on
dndividual ddenttfyloy hraccl no Cowald en Novamiy i i3, 1943, vmo in
coniact wlth the Loviel Embrouy ln Vashinglon, D. €., 0t which time he
rcierred o o rocont mectnz Vith Comend> Keatln nf the fovint Zmbasoy in
Llexeo City. Wbz fndlvicunt Mdlentod nl o oodoinally intendad o vicit the
Embangy dn Hevnwn, ©Quia, whero be vould bave id e to eozoolete hio
buslneda, L hat Lo had Boosnormable (o Co o, 3t Sapishad idp nddvess na
zax 620, Lallns, Yeew, pad cinbnoed §o Lo the bastoind of Moring Hikoleavaa
Covald, o Eoviet eitizen pud £ her & Awivey 2ividnn Cowald, torn
Cetokbar 20, 1063, ot Dallesg, omas,

Oovnld durleg provicun Intzrviews vAih FDI Agonts elvdmed to
havo morilad hia wiie, Mavlnn Mlkolcavaa Onwnld, n22 Frusckova, at
Mincl, Tuesio, ea Anell £0, 100, IIe tikewlre elntmead pn American
paoeport, pambor RO0252S, fuvnad ol Hew Crieans, foulsinnn, on June 25,
1003, for proposed tynvel of fureo momiha & one venr na & touriat to Erzinnd,
Franee, Gormany, Helland, WIER, Fhlend, Hdy, ead Polnnd. He tndicated
an Itonticn 0 dapuri srom New Grioning Cuilng dhie Initer vart of 1963,

Addtionzl Infermeuilon daveleped by this Buvean indleptsd one
Lee Oawald durirg Septombor, 1962, was o ouboceribor to "T'he Wovkoar!
an east const conuenlsi newehaner,




