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In late September, 1963—eizht
weeks before the assassination of
PreSident Kennedy—Le=e Harvey Os
wald telephoned the Soviet 2mbassy
in Mexico City and tried to make a
deal.

In exchange for unspecifiad infor-
mation, he wanted a free rrip to
Russia.

This conversation was intercepted
and recorded by the Central [ntel-
ligence Agency at the Hme, But it was
not then turned over to the FBIL,
which has responsibility for investi-
gating possible spies, and it was not
later turned over to the Warren Com-
mission during its investigation of the
assassination.

The unanswered question
not?

The existence of the ClA telephone
intercept of Oswald's conversation in
Mexico City and the contents of the
still-secret transcript have been veri-
fied by The Washington Post. The

is why

Post has a'so verificd that the CIA

failed to turn over the complete

:u:m....q- to either the FBI or the
Warren Commission.

Instead. the CIa gave the FRI in
October, 1963, only a brief report say-
ing Oswald had made contact with
the Russians. [t gave the Warren
Comiuission a transcript of the taped
conversation but for unexplained rea-
sons failed to include in the transeript

Oswald's offer of information and his

suggestion that the Russians would
want to pay his way to the Soviet
Union.

The Post has also determined that
the CLA, for unexplained reasons, told
the Warren Commission that it
learned of most of Oswald's activities
in Mexico City only after the assas-
sination. The fact is, however, that
the CTA monitored and tape-recorded
his conversation with both the Rus
sian and Cuban embassies in Mexico
City in the fall of 1863, before Ken-
nedy’s death.

It was the CIA's belief that the two
embassies were heavily involved in
the spy business and that, specifi-
cally, they were operational bases for
intelligence activities directed at the
United States.
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So. with the full nocumqu:uﬁ of the
Mexican Zovernment CIA wiretaps
were instailed on ‘elephore lines go-
ing into both embassies.

The CIA was especiallv interested
in U.S. citizens ».wo made contact
with the embassies.

Thus, when Oswald showed up in
Mexico City in late mmuaaﬂun_. and
telephoned the Russian embassy, his
conversation was pieked up from the
wiretap. A transcripf was made and
circulated in the CIA offices in the
American embassy m Mexieo City.

The station chief at that time was
the E«E who per-
sonally reViewed, alt transcripts ema-
nating from S._.m»mua on Saviet bloe
installations.

The Oswald _.._.mniﬁ according to
a CIA translator” who worked with
Scott, aroused a lot of interest.

“They usually picked up the trans
cripts the next dar” he said “This
they wanted right away.”

What that transcript contained is
a matter of some dispute. and the CIA
says it routinely destreved the tape
before the assassination. But some
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People who saw the transcript qr
heard
tion recall that Oswald was trying to
make a deal.

One of them g
former Cla officer,
the Association of Retirad Intelligence
Officers ang is a leading deferder
of CIA activities. Phillips was Mm.
tioned in Mexico City at the time,

The transeript revealed, Phillips re.
called. thar Oswald told the Soviet
embassy: -1 have information voq
would he interested in, and I know
¥ou can pay my #ay" to Russia.

The stenographer who typed up the
transcript and the translator who pre-
Pared it had similar rerollections.

“He said he had some informatian
‘o tell them.™ the typist said in an
‘nterview in Mexieg, “His main con.
°ern was wm:‘Em to one of the twq
rountries [Russia or Cubaj and he
wanted them to pay for it. He sajd
e had to meet them. "

The Warren Commission Jater can-
cluded the Russians ang Cubans wera
Nat much impresged by Oswald This
view s Supported by Sylvia Duran.
2 Alexican citizen whg worksd in the
Cuhan embassy at the time of Os.
wald's vigit, She taikad tg Oswald on
Sept, 27. 19683, ang recalls the meet.

‘N2 in some detaj] ,
'n a joint interview in Mexico City
with this reporter and Post specis

Member
ist Party,
Duran saig she
'at in order to

Iran that he haq obtained the pec.
8Ty  permission, Duran  saig she
lled the Soviet embassy and was
i Oswald’g application for 3 visa
uld take three to four months to
‘cess. Informed of this, Duran said,

the tape before the assassina.

I

fall of 1963

Oswald “got really angry and red.
He was gesticulating " Duran said she
had to call for help

him to get gut.
said she never saw him again.

story covered only

stay in Mexico City. Oswald later re.
ferred in a letter to “meetings” he
had in the Soviet Embassy.

How an_.m..hmn the CIA was in

bassies is uncertain, v

The translator and typist wheo han.
dled the transeript of the intercepted
conversation recalleq that the fevel
of interest wag high. But the. CIA’x
Own actions lead tg a different oop.
clusion.

The azeney waited ymi] Get. 10,
1963, to notify the FRBI of Oswald's
activities, And its teletyped report
made ng mention of Oswald's offer
of information in exchange tor 3 ree
trip to Russia op of his attemots tp
'ravel to Cuba and Russia. “Op Oe-
tober 1. 1963" the teletype message
said, “'a reliable and sensitive source
in Mexico reported that an American
male, who identified pj
Oswaijd, contacted the
in Mexico City i
the embassy had received any peyws
tancerning a telagram which had been
sent to Washington

Even after Kennedy’s assassination,
the CIA failed @ turn gver to the
Warren Commission the full tranps.
cript of the telephone intercept it had
made in Mexico City, Oswald's offer
of information to the Russians in ex-
change for Passage was omitted from
the trasneript, ang the Cra claimed
it did not know of most of Oswald's
activities in Mexico City until after
the assassination.

The significance of the CI4 actions
is diffieult tg assess. The FBI in the
was already showing in-

ail

termittent interest in Oswald
might or might not have intensified
that interest if jt had been told cf
Oswald's conversations.

Whether the new informatign would
have affected the Warren Commis-
sion's deliberations is ajsp anp open
question, The Commission  jnvesti.
gated the possibility of 2 {oreign con-
spiracy. and concluded v
evidente to show Oswald acted on

behalf o7 3 foreign. power. .
Nevertheless, there is yet no ex-

planation for the CIA’s handling of

Oswald's conversations. The CIA to-

day refuses to comment. sayimz jt
would not be muu_.a_im.nn in the lizht

Impending Investigation by
House Seleot LCommittee op Assas-

‘When asked if they eouid explain
the ageney's actions. some CIA of-
ficers statigred at the &

David W " Belin. who was an as
sistant counse] to the Warrer Com.
mission and later executive director
of the Rockefeller Commissisn's prohe
of the CIA. sajg that if the Varren
issi known of Oswald’s
conversations ang other new infor.
mation, jt would have been less sure
that the assassination was 120! part
of a foreign conspiracy.

Sen. Richard s. Schweikep R-Pa.),
who led the Senate intellizenss com.
mittee's probe of the assassinatiph,
said that investigation would have
taken on an “entirely differsni di-
rection and Perspective™ jf the com-
mitiee had been aware of Oswald’s
conversations.

In interviews With The Ppgt,
who documented the CIA plots against
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with agents of the KGB, the Soviet
intelligence service.

Belin called on the CEA to make
full disclosure Of its knowledze of
Oswald and his contacts with :he
Cubans and Russians.

Belin. a staunch defender of the
Warren Commission's conclusion that
Oswald was the lone assassin who
killeg Kennedy, saig he recognizes
the CIA's concern about disclosing
Seécret sources and intelligence tech-

diselosing the truth,

A CIa spokesman specifically de.
nied that the agency has a report of
2 meeting between Oswald ang Cuban
agents. “The azeney is aware of nnjy
oné such specifie allegation. afd that
wasg nm_usu.wm.mr: the spokesman said,



