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GIS N ot Warned About LS

By Fred §. Hoffman .~
©7 - <'you do not tell. a subject -

Associsted Prees .~ "
. A top Army. medical " re-
sea.rch official - said today

" that soldiers who fook 'part

- ments; -

. periments,

‘étl")‘\ %& i
e Pt :
dgs,. ut

_;urthe expetlments L
Lﬂs ¥ n. j“,’tA: ual a'drug-thal'I have not
 already " previot st‘*e;pen-

in drug tests were not told
in’advance that they would
beswallowing LSD., . .-y
. - Dr. Van M. Sim; a civilian
medical research director at

the Army's Edgewood Arse- '

nal in northeast Maryland;.

said such :advanee informa.’
tion might have prejudxced :
expen.: :

. Sim defended the LSD . ex-

the results of the

conducted ' be-
‘tween 1956 and 1967, as a&
necessary part of study of a
variety of chemicals and

drugs that might pose poten- -

tial problems for the Army
and the civilian population..-

. The interest of the re-

searchers, he said, was in

.. methods of: detection and’
:‘treatment. ‘

£8im ;g

surgeon-general on

what drugs-a w teste
_next, but. he indicated thj
‘ene of them is'a nérve K
antlaote called atripin

who were’

given LSD were all volun: ; had
- teers and were screened in-
advance by doctbrs and psy- |

-ghiatrists,

“ He was less certain about’

roughly 900 persons the

Army said were-involved in

tests-conducted . by universi:

Hes and private institutions

: “One of the thmgs that

when they go on any type of

", drug test, you cannot tell
them speciﬂcally what the -

chemical is and you cannot,

- for purposes of the test, tell

them. everything that they
might ‘experience because
thnt is an individial thing. "
#And; ‘secondly,. you are
pre:udicmg the experiment
" by leading them into sugges.
tive thoughts about it,”.
Sim- said - theé : velunteers’

were: going to undergo a test
_with a chemical and they
" were told approximately the
amount of time, the dura-
tion. of the test what the

test procedure would consist

» of, whether they would get.
it by mouth' or otherwise,
and were told that it was a
drug that’ might inﬁuence-
their behavior.”

Sim said: “They all knew
afterward ! He was. uneléar

* - ot when: ‘and Kow ‘theé sub-

1 Jects learned they had taken
‘Hé1s await- | LSD-

Ing “clearance from the

"'The' research ofﬁcinl who
said he has been in his pres-
ent job for 19 years, ‘said, “T
‘would' not”giveiny Thdivid-

enced myself.” 1}:
" . Sim said that seven of the
385 Army participants’in the
LSD tests,. have, contacted
the Army since the recent
publicity and: reported they
experieniced problems,
~The Army.replied.to the
seven, Sim .said, but . “Pve
.never had a second piece of

i paper from & slngle individ- .
ual

. under Army- contraet. He. '

' was not eyen- certain of the: ¢
-number 900, saying that the.
names-and: other spécifics '
were in the hands of the re- 4
- search - institutions, “which |
- has: full responslbﬂity for‘, .

then'work. Je

v'Asked at g Pentagon news:
volunteers were told;ahead
.-of: tinie that they wouald be
 ingestin

¢ gLSD Shn replied' :

nce - whether "Army.

The Armysai Iast week
that it is embarking-en a

i gystematic program. of con-

tacting the 585 and re-evaluy. .
ating - their “medical condi-
tiens. I

N

Accordmg to Sxm, Army

authorities already had un-
dertaken a limited follow-up

--with more than 50 former

particxpants through ques-
tionnaires and psychxatnc
interviews.

1“The -results. were nega
tive,” Sim said. Asked if

- »there were any bad case; he

replied, ‘‘we had none,” and
said “nobody. was hospital-

ized for any long period of
. time” after the tests. ‘.

. Agency

' Sim said that’ “abSOIuter

" none” of the work done_ un-

der him at Edgewood: Arse-
nal had any connection with'
the . Central " Intelhgence ]

. He disclaimed - any knowl.

,edge of circumstances sur-

rounding the death of Army’
scientlst Frank Olson, who
is reported to have commit.
ted suicide in 1953 after.

ing given LSD in a CIA teet

: operatxon

“were  all told - ‘that - they -




