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By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
& tpecini-te The Vo Yook TImes
! FREDFERICK, w4 July %-—The
; wiflow and childien of a 2.
! searcher who committed suicide
i n 1050 aitar heing made an
i unwitting o orficipant i a Cen-
tral Imteli uce Agency drug
- cxperireent .aid  foday (hat
i they pianned to sue the agency
| for his “wrongfi! death.”
. death.”

In ar. interview at their home

-~

here, Alice W, Olson and her

three children said that they
‘tearned the. circumstances of
‘Frenk . Olson's death after
| the Rockefeller commission dis-
[ closed last month thet C.LA.
files shawed a suicide had
| occurred during a 10-year agen-
‘cy program of administering
ime drug LSD to unsuspecting
subjects to learn its effects.

| not identify the victim, who
| worked for the Army, but his
i family identified - him today,
i and Jater, David W. Bellin, di-
| recier of Vice President Rocke-
i feler’s paael looking inte C.LA.
"“activities, confirmed that Mr.
. Olscn had been the victim.
. “I'm véry angry at the C.LA.,
, because they let us grow up
. thinking our father had " 8x-
| plicably’ committed suicide,”
| said Eric W, -Olson, 30 years
| old, the eldest son, who is now
a gradiate student at Harvard.
" After weeks of family discus-
sions, Mr. Clson said, the fam-

| Continued on Page 18, Colussn 3
Continued From Page 1, Col. 4

lly decided “to get the story
out, 30 our farher’s friends and
colleagues—-and also our friends

—could know what the C.LA.
has doune.”

Until last month, the family
members said, all they were
told about Mr. Olson’s death
was that he “jumped or fell” to
his death on Nov. 18, 1953,
from ihe 10th floor of the
Hotel Statler in New York.

At no time since then, Mrs.
Olson said, did the C.LA. get in
touch with her to explain the
true circumstances of her hus-
band’s death. i

“I was stunned” after learn-
ing of the C.LA’s experiment
on her husband, Mrs. Olson
said. “It never occurred to me
that there could he loul play.”

William E. Colby, Director of
Central Intelligence, could not
be reached immediately for
comment, but a spokesman for
the agency declined to com-
ment on the autheaticity of the
report, '

In a statement to be distribut.
ed at a news confe-ence tomeor-,

The commission’s report did -
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row, the fnmily” relates that! whethes to call the death =

Mr. Olson, then a 43-ycar-old

high-level civilian researcher in.

hinlogical warfare at nearby
Fort Detrick, suddenly hegan
showing symptoms of anxiety
and became “‘uncharacteristical-
iy withdrawn” after a week-
Jong work conference.

Series of Meetings

The conference wat bne of a

‘series that Mr. Olson and soir-!

lof his. colieagues held ~with
{C.LA. personel in the office of
:the ‘special operations’ division
lat Fort Detrick, apparentlv to
'discuss C.LA. needs in biologi-
‘cal waffare: resexrch. - - -

i Not until. publcation of the

Rockeféller commission’s re-:
port and subsequent discussions|

'with one of Mr., Olson’s former
colleagues, the family’s state-
ment said, “did we iearn that

Frank Olson had, wi hi
lsgn had, without, his

knowiedige or c s
given r.i'ﬁ by two ClA. em-

ployte-i during : the

meeting, © 5 .
“Shuﬂy,am‘:r dinner one eve-
ning during th gneeﬁns.ank

i e
Olson- and - fopr. special opera-
divi ’

ed. “Wh do not know what oc-
curred;during the remainder of

this meeting."

suicide.

Thers was SOMe SPRTHL
over their furher’s deatn i
lepildren racalied. ‘
~ "We friends would usi
‘did vour daddy die?-—that’s al-
wavs hecn a tough ope” sad
| 'Mrs, Lisa W. Havward, the 29-

:yeam)ld married daughter of
. [Mrs. Olsoa. ) )

“1 used to say, 'He died of
concussion.” Nils W. Olscn, the
. younger son, a 27-year-old
' dental student at the Univer-
sity of Maryland said. ]

In the statement. the family
described the impact of the re-
cent disclosures, saying:

“Since 1953, we have strug-
gled to understand Frank Ol-
son’s death as an inexplicable
‘suicide.’ At the time he died,

ears old, his eldest son “was
{ﬁne" years old, his daughter
seven and his youngest son
five. Now, 22 years later, we

learn that this de;lth w:: ‘tlt:ﬁ
. negligen
:ﬁ“e‘:ath scale difficult to

"“we learn ‘that
being left in early
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The
Dison’s widow |that it would seek further facts
e gm&“ her hus- |about the role of Dr. Abram-
escort had -awakened |son, the New York psychiatrist
. Olson |who had “several long ses-
the |sions” with Mr. Olson.
son

W tmals n‘uﬁ’%[ years ago.”

Dr. Abramson, reached at his
office, refused to discuss the

issue. .

“Pll have to consuit a lawyer
because thig is a serious mat-
ter,” he said. “I'm being ac-
cused of something I did 22

_The Olsons also charged that
inrvestigators for the Rockefel-
ler commission had failed to
check out some ‘of the C.LA'S
information about - Mr. Olson
and had not informed the fam-
ily of the true circumstances
of the death, L
" In its report, the commission
said in a footnote that
were “indications in the few
remaining agency records that
his individual [Mr. Olson) may
e had & history of emotion-
: ingtability.” The repart: also
nated that two C.LA. emplayes

Frank Olson’s wife was 38|’

Ofson on his
40th birthday, in 1950,
three years before deain.



