gathered 'at a meetmg set. up
by ".the ! CIA n" westem :

Hi LyBﬂlRlchards
msmnqvoh Podt Staft-Writer; |
CIA - agents apparently
ignored orders and warnings
from senior agency-officials

akstaff meetmg of agency

‘/
wrote “at, least the prudent
offxcers ‘that LSD was

reasonable measures. which
can be'taken'to minimize the
; ¥ \ risk must be taken and failure -
leon Jumped to’ hxs ‘death *"to  dv’, 50 1s lpable

when- they ‘ran-an LSD’ ex:} ._;qu .long :after Helms’ from a 10th floor New York - neghgence My 1
periment " that triggered the 7 warning, another 'top.'CIA '*-City hotel room. The scientist ™

1953 suicide of civilian Army %' officialf Frank.  Wisner, -who ’had suffered 2’ mental break- - Desplte thxé\\mter nal ad-.
scientist Frank R. Olson, . wag theén the agency’s deputy, ~;-mission, " ClA" o of--
according to-gIA(ﬁles oxithe‘ dtrector for plansysent. f“"als"““"l“dmg ‘s"me in-;

case.

“The docume
thick file containing 66 notes
memos. and::reports—were
released:-today by. Olgan

~valvedzin % the Olson - éex-
penment ontinyed "and

memo'to the: tech : L
vices § i *Théfiles also mdncate that.*:
‘at least one top CIA official, = €Xxpanded-th agency's drug
general counsel Lawrence R, testing program until the
Houston, sharply criticized" early 1960 s, . according to
the agents™ handling of the-:: testimony presented by the:
experiment. . v CIA- -last Novempér before a
xIn a mem(r ‘fo the CIA’ e Senate: subcomimittee of Sen.
inspector. ‘general, who was' " Edward M. 1/(9‘“’9‘13' (D'
vonducting an’ investigation - . Mass:)” looking into federal
. into Olson's suicide, Houston medical expenments on;

'Excerpts from theydxary of
“family: .The €IA was order ‘the CIA’s i mspector general at; |
-to’ .make the' . ‘documents "+ the time'ol Qlson’s death: show~

available’ to: the: family last" that Wisner and’ Helms denied
--July by President Ford after it - . knowing . anything. about‘ ‘the

was revealed that'the CIA -, _ experiment. "Neither.. official
. kept circumstances of Olson's ;- was notified, according tothe

- death seeret from the famlly
for 22 years. .. .

The documents show that
six ‘months before Olson’s.
death Richard Helms, then a
senior ' CIA -official under

. staff ,

‘records, - before three agents S

from the technical services

LSD toa group of sever un--
wittihg Army researchers,

mcludmg Olson, who were

- with the approval-of :
semor staff. officals, shpped'“:

and healthisat stake, Houston

“noted: that -the technical humans. ",/
erv1ces staff and the agents .

* who ran the eﬁpenment failed . the CIA‘documents on-the
to- - take . “‘normal ,and . Olson death as “‘Operation
reasonableprecautlons S Artlchoke”—mvolved gwmg

"In cases where human life

Director Allen Dulles, warned

: hundreds of persons LSD:
without their knoyledge. -
.. In_ testimony-: hefore ‘the
Kennedy subcomnnttee, CIA
officials: said that some per-’
sons ' were hospxtahzed .
because of the program and
the GIA never checked on the -
after effects on any who
recewedthedrug

. After Olson’s. suxcxde, the

" CIA ‘document - filg says, top
agency officials- approved a
plan to cover up the agency's
part in the experiment and
Olson’s ‘death. The
plan—known' as “ backstop-
ping”  in' CIA parlan- ‘
ce—involved ‘lying -to in-
vestigators either: l"t;rom the.

“The CIA mes show that
Dulles. also deeided: not to".
reprimand offlcia}ly those-
involved in'the incident. That,
decision was made after a
memo from’,the agency's
research dxtector, Luis de
Florez, warned that any
reprimand could: effect “the
initiative and entBusiasm S0
. necasarytoourwork A

" Olson’s suicide was wnder :

" 34 reported -last year after the
- scientist’s family announced it

was planning to sue the CIA

" and force’the release to the -

. public of all. mformatlon
' _surroundmgthemcxdent .
|k Last month the Olsons said

5 ;the'y ha&agreed not to sue the
‘ "CIA in.return for, a settlement. '

 of$1.25 million and full release
of the CIA’s Olsen file.
: David' Kairys, . the Olson’ s,

attomey said thathe behevee :
. the family has gained all the
“information: it could but a

statement by the Olson faxmly

_thatiwas also. released today. .
- noted 'that the docqments

_“contained “inaccuracies and

selt‘ servmgst(gtememsn S

ivThese documents—which’

the €IA ‘inspector genéral has

sworn in-an affidavit are all of -
the available documents—tell

‘' much of the story,” said the .
. family’s statement..Kairys

declined to elaborate on the

“Statement, » - .

a All the information con-
- taiped i the file has been
“togned-over to the Senate

intelligence  committee .in-.
vestxgatmg the CIA, the at-
“ torney said.: ;

Accordmg ( I the
"documents—all of which have
been declassified by the CIA-
_:the agency was. deeply in-
volved ml,snmsearch by the
’ time of Olson’s death in 1953.

A memo from the head of -
the techmcal services staff,
, Wi s\Gibbohs, states that the

agenc% wis ‘funding. LSD |

researc in’ New, York Clty,
Boston, LexmgtmfX Ky ‘a
Chicago. = - TE
: Inaddltlon bebons memo !
states that the agency was’’

supplying "LSD to George ,

White, head of 'the narcotics '
dmsnon of. the. Treasury!:
Department’s New York-

district. “Has good access to |
criminal types in N, Y.” the |
mermo- says of Whlte wyhout -

) explanatlon S
Gibbons also noted.
department tried to det;
. who had access to LSD'stocks
Cin™ Atsugi, - Japan, % and

Mamla—the ‘only. twa field ;
1953

st‘atlogs m;h utlheddrug in 1
s, accor ing o the doc
o g

mdxcate that despite ‘¥
warnmg about. LSD C
was  not prepared’ fot

is.s

|

The program——ldentxfxed in

See OLSON A18, Coll

t



v,

»psychological problems
. amongthe qub,)ects of its drug :
t%ts & {i
(3 was pparently only after -
Olson s ‘suicide that CIA of-

ficidls began chegking intothe.

‘medical backgrbund of Dr:
: Harold A, :Abramson, the

) psych\atnst 'Olson .was &

: ‘assigried to for tree tréatment
by the‘CIA
In a’memo; faur days ‘after
.Qlson’s, death; a CIA, official
4 mm ‘that Abramson, an LSD

rom”
i hys

New: York °
f_not'

" known as a psychiatrist.” The " :

;«womd haye to ta_ke'com"ses
7. psychosomatic’. sciences’ bul
- this does: n

memo- notes Abramson’s -
“high stature in medicine” as
‘an allergist. *‘‘A:reliable
source has advised that to be
an authority on. allergles one. >

ot -make. oné:a:
psychxatnst »: the memos :
notes. . ...

In addmon, the CIA file
suggests several other in-
consistencies™ mvolvmg
Abramson; :

The | psychlatnst flled
several reports with the CIA,
noting that after nearly eight

* hours of interviews with Olson

he found that Olson had been
experiencing - severe mental
instability for months before
the LSD episode. Four other
reports from close friends of
Olson, however, deny this,
.The file also notes' that

" Abramson told a CIA agent

immediately after Olson’s

_suicide that he ‘‘wanted to be |
"kept out of; this thing com-

pletely.” A ‘short time later,

the psychiatrist called the

agent back and said he had

changed'his mind. ..

. On the evening after Olson s
death two CIA agents visited
Abramson.} One-agent, who
had accompaniéd Olson to
New York went into an inner
 office to discuss-the case, The
second -agent, who remained
outside, was able in a method
not explained in the report to

. eavesdrop on the inner office

conversahon, accordmg to a
document.

“Dr. Abramson was heard
to rematk to Robert Lash-

" _brook (the-agent) that he was "

‘worried as to whether or not
.the deal was. in:jeopardy’ and
that he thought ‘that the
operation’ was dangerous and
that the whole deal should be:
re-analyzed.”” according to
the agent'’s report of the

; conversatlon. @

. Abramson was not avaxlable i
for: ommert on the Olson
and: the: CIA documents
do not'4 make clear what

Z+fedeal’™ * Abramson = was,

b refemng to: A CIA spokesman

yesterday declined’ to com-

. ment on any of the documents

rel&tmg to Qlson’s death. .




