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Helms Te]]s
of Order

On Poisons

By Lawrence L. Knutson
Asgociated Press

Former CIA Directorj
Richard Helms testified
yesterday that his em-
ployees were trained to ac-
cept oral commands as . “op-‘
ders written “in. bl

and therefore he had
spurned -ink  and paper.
when relaying a directive.
from the President of the
United States. .

Helms said the CIA’s faﬂure
to destroy its cache of poisons
in accordance with" President

ixon’s order was an “odd ab.
rration” unlikely to recur. .

He told the Senate "intelli:’
gence committee that while he
issued no written backup order
he had assumed the shellfish
toxin and other pmsons had
been destroyed. - ..

Sen. Walter F. Mondale {D»
Minn.) told Helms and Thomas
Karamessines, the: CIA’s’ for;
mer deputy du'ector for: plans,
that . their. responses illustrate .7
the - dﬁﬁmﬂty the committee |
has  had in agsessing responsd
bﬂitymsuletheCIAfora\vlde‘
variety. of . questionahle; actions,
including the alleged asgassina:
tion of foreign leaders, - Wy

““The situation always:is some-:
thing happened and nobody did
it,” Mondale said. ' . .

Shortly after Helmg testlﬁed,
it was announced that Sidney
Gottlieb, a former ClA scien-

,F ot 9//»?/?;"‘_j

order tg, g:stroy tﬁe
lawyer that he «will: invoke, the:

Fifth. A.mendment -an fefm

to- answer questmns.

‘The "committee’ 1§ eeking
to question :Gottleb; toymgr

head of the axency's Techmt!al .

Services’ Division, in connéc:

tion with Both the retention of |

the shellfish- toxin ‘and ‘the
déstruction of records - about
the CIA’s: testlng o£ LSD and

‘Fritz . Schwartz, the com-l
mitteé’s chxef counsel said the .

Justice Department has been

told that if Gettlieb:does in-.
voke his: constitutiondl right

ta avoid self-incrimination, the
committee will seek to compel
his testimony by granting him
immunity for whatever he
might say.’ : s

. Both Helms; now US ame
bassador o Jran,” and Kara-
messines testified  that Got-
tlieb, appesred to agree fully
with them .. ‘that ; the. : order
issued early in 1970 by presi-
dent - Nixon ' was valid, -did
-apply to’the CIA’ and should

by tHé{United States' ‘of '
ehenucal ~and bio}ogical

: athan Gor e CIA
scientist “in charge of the/

'%LuSee C[A .A.lz,, Co]. 1

YN hs“
told the committee through his.




xiy 3?“ the. capacity\to;kﬁ! %
i tsntly Chumh hEs} g o

, ,springinaCIAvaultln-W - Apn ‘hldin o h
’ ' holdings:" ell-’
i&(_z’tqrg;c;uldkm h"‘“d'e‘l’ | fish: toxin- becaide it Wits‘made -
after the: Army: had..quietly
Applied. .o transterred two containers of

1 the future:
yielding.-
{4-Helms sad




