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B ‘ EM 2 ’I;(I)IN’ 4! © U Th ?«t ‘uth behind Olson’s death 'd:i:en b ﬁt‘.l‘)e‘ir‘ia't.torneyv “David Rudovstl'.(y.:of‘ =
By ROLLIEATKINSON . e truth behind Olson’ ) N by ttorney,
. "»'y‘ ‘StaffWriter. T . from- questioning co-workers .and his- Philadelphia, w11'lh§ile;‘ within the next

- bereaved family for nearly 22 years, is: ‘two ‘months," a- “several million dolfar

.“Dr. Frank: R." Olsun;i:"a former finally coming to light following the Jurie - law- suit’®

: . a fo agalnst. the .CIA' for
o ermist Ak Fort. Detrick, has been . | &Y 00 18 10 1601 oL on Rockefeller' **negligentl) itlegallyr:

ehoitited by his Prederick family asthe © oo niio o renort investigatns. Cr - ‘administering LSD ushand and
civilian emptoye of the'U.S. a’;m{)e“;'l"“‘« activities within the United States which-  father and for ‘subsequent cover-ups of .
Somumitted apparent suicide after being [0 2n account of Olson's. bizarre " the true details and reaso

Tntelligence. Agancy porssnnel i Gesth WtBOU eIy mEHIm. ~ [ty
1988717 T L Olsaw's “fainily, announced Thursday [ Detrick's - Special Oper
l\‘Iovgmbgr?lssg. ; &7 Olson’s-fa ly,  announced ursda;:h revealed that he: and

.. | researchers besides - Olson
+ | given LSD by CIA employes
* | one occasion , {
”.".. The disclosures by Olson’s tan ly
.confirmed by David” W.  Bellin-of
“:+Rockefeller Commission.: make true
#'_ suspicions of somé of Olson’s co-workers
' that he had died as a resuit of drug tests ‘
by a secret government agency. - L

..~ The Rockeféller report on the CIa
. .. States that a man (Olson) was given LSD

= while "attending. a meeting; with : CIA 7
* - personnel working on a project that "
“:invelVed the administering of suchdrugs

i

to Americans,

now -
the *
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“*felk or ]umped”“lrom ‘his: tenth- floor

Hotel Statler room i

is wife, Mrs. Ali¢ Wicks Olson of Ol
Braddock, :stated inthe  prepared
statement  Thursday that her husband’
~had returned from a meeting with other-

‘members:- of-. the Special . OperatlonSw
divxswn research group” conveying -

selt-doubt self‘recnmmatlon and great
anxiety.” :
At the time, Mrs Olson attnbuted her-
husband’s - mood' to the nature of his.
higlily secretive work in chemical germ

warfare research But durmg the L

**LSD" suicide - victim' was'
ndeed F nk.Olson, has

. Rﬂdovéky said -he : expected
~subpoenaed,_ the, coueague would come
forward to- testxfy in xthe’

Rudovslfy said he‘also expected tha
several CIA: officials ‘and perfunctorie
“would be called ta tesufy in-the cou
case. .‘;/ s
Ol.son s. fanuly said it dld not become»
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| See CIA'S, page A1g
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aware of the CIA inspired - details "
. surrounding his death- until they read
accounts of the Rockefeller Comm;ssnon

findings m the \QJune ll
newspapers. -
According. to the Rockefeller teport

-the CIA conducted its drug experiements

on unsuspecting subjects until 1963. The
report, also states that all CIA files
related to the drug tstmg were ordered

_destroyed in 1973.

Several of Dr. Olson 'S co-workers at
Fort Detrick disclosed that many

rumors - and ‘suspicions surrounded - .

reports of Olson’s deathin 19563. -
“There: was a lot of discussion about

1t,” said one co-worker, ‘‘and one of the

stories which circulated had it just about

-the way it happened. Of course we didn’t

know what LSD was back then.” = -
* “Whenever anything happened like

" that,” said’ another co-worker, “‘there

were suspicions and we wondered about

what might have really happe ’
The Special Operations research

division at Detrick was deeply involved

with chggmcal biological warfare and

.’permanently. assigned. to the Spec

Department classmcanons for tight
security and secrecy.

" to believe that other -CIA activities

surrounded the Detrick research group
and at least two CIA agents were

-Operations division.

‘the  Rockefeller Commission also -

reported that the CIA “explored much
larger programs for controlling human

sociology and harassment substances.” -

“In light of these patterns of CIA
activity we have concluded that the CIA,
envisioned as an organization to protect
the freedom. and security of Americans
has in fact substantially threatened
these values,” the Olson family said in
their prepared statement Thursday. -

Present at a news conference in the
Olson home in Old Braddock Thursday
afternoon at which several
representatlves of the natxonal medla

e

was’ carried out under Defense

-behavior including electrical shock,.
radiation, psychology, psychiatry, .

attended were Dr. Olson’s three
children, Lisa Olson Hayward, Nils
Olson and Eric Olson and his wife, Alice. .

Olson’s family says they have reason . .

Olson’s supenor at the time of his -

death, Q; John L, Schwab, who headed
the Speclal perations division at Fort

ial -, Detrick, said, when contacted, he had

#‘no comment’’ regarding the
Rockefeller commission reports of CIA
links with the germ warfare mearch
‘unit and with Olson’s death.

" He said he knew' of no unusuql

.circumstances surrounding the
biochemists’ 1953 death although several ..

of Olson’s fellow workers disclosed that

rumors of a CIA induced LSD ‘druggine
“had occeurred. ;
Schwab said as far as he knew, detaus :

i and’ arrangements of Olson’s death were _

handled in-a usual manner through

Army public relations. - -

M&mﬁﬁ Frederick was a

supenor of. Olsons at the tlme of his
)

death and was charged with notifying .

the family of the biochemist’s death.

When asked what official explanation .
“he had given the Olson family, Ruwct

gave only a ‘‘no.comment.”
‘Ruwet was also asked what the Specxal
Operations group had been involved with
"and -if recent Rockefeller Commission
findings were relatéd to Olson’s death
and the germ.warfare research group.

He said: “I am not auth_onzed to talk to .

ou { News-Post).” -
:Shaitly after the death accordmg to

the Olson’ family account and the '

Rockefeller Commission report, ‘the
family. received word that the death
resulted. from “‘circumstances. arising
out of an experiement undertaken in the
coursé of his offjcial d esfortheUmted
States government.”,
-#The Olsons - subsequel(lt.ly m&}
loye's ‘compensation (two- of
gﬂﬁni salary) because the death was
‘declnred work-related. : :

Dr. Olson who held M.A. and Ph.D.

degrees in biochemistry” from the
University of Wisconsin and first came

to Frederick in 1943 to begin the

- buried in Frederick’s Memorial Park at
:Linden Hills on Nov. 31, 1953. ’

biochemical research at Detrick was
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Frank Olson's: family is now
experiencing ‘‘great’ relief” to _Soi

" more ‘of the truth than ever before,

“renewed deep. sorrow! at having 8
recall’ sad ‘miemories, and newfound *
. disbelief that’ their husband and father
had died_ in- such- a :Enw:.o: Ea
:vo_::omm: Bw.smﬂ

* - “The most, secret vw; of oE :<8 for

"all these years,” eldest son Etic said .
Thursday, *'is about to become our most .
_ public. We do- this because there are -

" many things we still do not know and

because we want the full story told of.

. what we thought all along to be a suicide
but which turns out to be o:m of a mw_..om
of CIA atrocities.”’

wwor in 1953, i.o: 3.8_53_.# 9.8:

- children the painful questioi about their
nw:_on s death, Emw n_a:a kinow. what 8
. S8y
" Alice Olson 25::3 she always rmn
‘doubts about: the " circumstances
surrounding her __Ecﬁaw %»»,_.a and,

PR Lete

>22. n» v&E.m cn :m:..o_a& .3&83:: ..

v&%:_m: Euwam:m asked Sa o_mo...

vo__mc_:m = _:a =o===m to ac 3:- :_o:.

_homelife . or marriage, had only his.

highly secretive work to blame.
: - For 22 'years, the Olson family, while
- knowing of some sort of CIA involvement

with' Oison’s work and presence -at his”

‘death scene, never realized or suspected

“the bizarre story which they first pieced:
“together from June ‘11 newspaper-

accounts of the Rockefeller Commission

report m:_&a:m %38,5 mo:SSR oﬁ

the CIA.

A =a_m__g.n nw:& me :5 Bo.._.._:n the:
. _.ovo_.»m ¢amie out in the papers and asked

“me if I had seen the stories on Frank’s:
death,” Alice Olson recalled.

- without 3».._..5::& the name of the ‘LSD
suicide victim,’ s.m..m about - Frank’s
- death,” -

- Thursday, the " mam__o around the

KIS

newsmen to r

“There-
¢ was never any doubt that the stories,

o_uo.s S —.3:5 which Alice and Frankhad’

c:.: _umnw in .Su 8:«: 98, ?.«" aw:.o 8

. Frederick,. fully.- depicted: the - abrupt’

changes the' Olsons now ‘face as they

:E.<n_d. mmora 2 soi so Eo:ms» Em

: death’ of his" father :had nnmopﬁ_ Eo
. ?::E member’s lives.

prepare to take on the CIA in a court: '

battle to obtain the truth surrounding the

biochemist's %n:. and secure E;::aa :

for damages, -

Seated at'a ?Bm_w picnic table ire.a,_

perhaps, the farily, in ‘more private
times, enjoyed casual picnic dinners; the

Olson children and their mother faced -

the microphones and cameras of most f

the major networks, :o!mvmvo..m wna,..
“ -close-knit . family-who - had decidedly
" made up, their minds to seek the truth

wire services..

“*We feel that this ,_m af 5»?58 :5.5. :

story,”” the’ Olsons ‘said, “and, .while a

- very Sensational story, we are concerned -
. that neither the personal pain this family -
has experienced nor -the" Bo—.u_ EE

political outrage we feel be slight: .

Eric, now.30 and a research wmm.mcz_n, :

w:_%:n wa

w», Yale n.a,. : graduat

 Olsons

,.825:..2- From Page A-1)
ecount incidents around

Frank’s death and his behavior the week

Y

eding his fatal plunge.
mﬂo __.om__:_on from a weekend _.m:.ow»

very silent
remember

and not at all like himself. I
him saying he had made a

mistake, but he didn’t say what kind,

she said. ;
““Then,” ‘one day,
trom work early and

he returned home
told me he had beett -

He said
advised to seek psychiatric help.
that his colleagues nmv_.& that he might

do me bodily harm. -

«A car driven by a mvoo_n_ operations
division employe came soon

after that

d I accompanied Frank to Washington *
“ﬂm_.%so %%E.noa for New York. I never

saw him nme

~If you look at us;” he w».ar:; seems -
we_ have -all  chosen- work in -helping

_professions. My sister, Lisa, works as a -

- student at Maryland,
* in psychology.”

speéech therapist at the E»Q_Ex_ School
for the ‘Deaf. -Nils is a- dental: school
-and ﬂwB s.c..E:w

The :Olsons .vnﬁma&. s.o:-mc_ca 8, :
the national press corps assembled in
their. ‘backyard: as a determined

-both, " as - they - said,. for  their own

uozm?e:es and for the ' reason of making
the CIA _.nncesu_z.o and naoS..?Ea for

] their actions.’

At times S..m., 98.. was wmw& by

See c..uozp ..-no A0,
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Page A-lo —THE POST Frederick Md., Friday, July 11, 1975 L

Dr. Frank R. Olson posed l‘or this pho(ograph \vith his lamﬂy about a year belore he died
" 'Next to him is his wife Alice chks Olson’ in front (L to r.) are Eric W., Lisa W.
(Hayward) anlehW OIson R
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Mrs Allce Olson (spealdng) wife of the late Dr Frank 0lson. who died 22 yean ago.
“” announced that she and her children (1. to r.) Lisa W. Hayward, Eric W. Olu;n and Nils W.
Olson, are suing the CIA lor his death —( Photo by Neil Sandler) i

T
i.

7R ORI I PR R

e



