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‘OLD BRADDOCK, Md.; July 10—

k';Olson and four other scientists
after dinner. cqrdials — without, ./
elling " theni ‘the drinks -were ‘laced "

with T.SD. One weék later Frank oL .
-o!nh:ras dead.:

years old

week ‘when his usually happy, Toving
and outgomg father suddenly turned
ody ' and 'withdrawn or - when his

driven, out 9f,

Ol.son, a civ
jemist: working on asecret

r. window of a:

*'».‘,x .nm.

Twenty-two years ago, the CIA . gave

Novemberv

heér was put into’s CIA-supplied oar

. had*plnnxed to-his death

New York City hotel room /an appar:
ent suicide. -

The family—Olson’s Widow “ Alice,

“sons Eric and Nils, and daughter Lisa. -
eld ‘a news conference -at, thexr,

home here today to outline. how they |
felt at learning 22 years later some of
* what really happened. i -

They said they will file a lawsmt
" against®the CIA,: perhaps within two
weeks, asking "several million dollars® -
Jn”. damages

“I think that the CIA. and any other -
" agendy has to become accountable for,
.its_actions,”: Eric said.

_Throughout the 22 years ‘of ot
knowing what really happened, or why,

::the: family had rejected-the ;dea that
é)l.s

as a very warm;. fanuly

A

from. the agency for -
.,“illegally and neghgently” admimster-
. ing the LSD

et

1ovmg man- who underwent ‘an’ abrupt
personahty change after~ CIA. meet~
4ng o :

. was cormnced thatt my hu.sband’s
death was not-a dehberate or, willful:
act,” shie said. “I felt that he must have
_ plunged - t.hrough that -window in a.
“state’ of . panic brought - on: by I. knéw "
not. what. This was the- impressxon I
trred to convey to my children.”, .
~“*AS the children, a1l under 10 at’ the
“time, - grew older, ‘the family hegan
discussing Olson’s: death;" . trying to
puzzle out what had happened.

‘Last Thanksgiving, when"they: -
gathered for a- famﬂy nner, . they,
“brought. the subject up ax;y, turmng

it ‘over; looking: for. cluyes;
‘The family sdid that at’ the time

on coqggfﬁed sulcide,‘Mrs"OIson* Orson ‘died, Nov. '28; 1853,::the’ on.ly

)See ‘OLSON, A10, Col. 1. ":-_
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ther 'we leam that these

; geprlvauons were not neces-"

gary at all..And we suddenly
at.

CIA that partmpates in the .}
assagslpatlon ~of - foreign
the éame CIA that

_The family said” that two'
the full story may emerge as weeks before his death, Ol-
" a result of their lawsuit. _ - : son -attended -five _‘daysv of
< ~“This (drug) was given to = meetings with members of
lnghlevel “scientists,” - his*Special’ Operations - re-
“We ‘aré ‘asked {search group at a mountain

ne -to believe that the CIA Jretreat. The LSD' was ad-
ministered \there ‘on a Fri-

- day- According to the Rocke-
feller . commission report,

~ the five subjects were' told
~ ;-about 20 minutes. later that
“th they had been. given a drug.
‘Army’s bacteriological wat- . as’ swb]ects in an -experi-’

y
trist.. about:- the apparently
! strong and " lingering afte
: effects of the drug. -~ -

- Their first clue to the real.
‘. s’tory came June 11, 1875,
. when Mrs, Olson read the
» Rockefeller commissipn’s dis-
\ closure of a 10-year CIA pro-
gram of experiments using -
LSD (a hallucinogeni¢ drug)
on ' unsuspecting persons in
which a person died.
~The commission did not -

publicly identify the man FRANK OLSON- fare laboratories, Mrs. Olson :ment, -and their reactxonsA
who died as the result of . ee clvilian bxochemlst Under extremely wotild be.observed. - 7 .,
those experiments. But the: P o ‘3,, stnngent secrecy and ‘secu- _“He came back to " this

. dates were right, and so . tion in electlons, in at- . rity regulations, ‘Frank and house right after noon and
_were the details. A relative tempted economic reform, his colleagues did research he was very quiet, he was an-
telephoned one of Olson’s and in the effort to establish. -On the:most lethal microor- entirely . different, person,”
former colleagues, who, Mrs.  a noncapitalist form of gov- - ganisms known to humanity, * Mrs.- Olson said.:*I didn't
.Olson said, . “confirmed to ernment. - .. those that transmit such dis- know what-had happened. I
us- that the man we were ."- “We have something in - €ases as‘bubonic plague.” - - just -knew .that something
reading about in the news ~common with those families | The-New. York psychia- was terribly wrong. The en-
‘papers was\my husband.”  in Cuba whose struggles for \trist who saw him, Dr. Ha- tire weekend he was very
"Neither the CIA, nor a better life, free of the dom- rold  Alexander At‘J‘ramson, . melancholy and’ talked
'ehe Rockefeller commission, inating explontation of mul- -[according to Lisa, “said he . about a mistake he had
* which knew Olson’s-identity. / tinational corporatmns,',». has; B amade. He 'said he was gomg
¢ hias ' céntacted. the family = been made o ; 510 leave his $0D.7% '
since the ' 'story came 't o ditficult” by “CIA . qug Olson’ went to “work the
Tight, she said. . schemes! %, Pl | ollowirig Monday prepared »
S famil fused to dis “And we have smem@g« i : \'s+" to resigh, but was.reassured
e family refus s- _in comnion with those-famis 1 feel pretty confident by his colleagues, and came
33:; gt‘!:: ;1:3: w‘i gal?;;; 3 ‘lies-in Southeast Asia whese . - there are a'lot of things we - -home in hetter spirits. Tues-
¥ he'isrotived Army Col Wia. heroic efforts to be free of ~Stll dowt know . .. In this day morning he went to
: my Col. .Jin: foreign interference have . Case there’s another possibil- work, but came home about
?‘~§£“_t3ﬂ9_v_'§~Wh° was Olson’s - o o'y cope with CIA suber-  ity. There may have been 10 a.m., saying he had been
0ss. He also was one of the - G, 5 ™ _-some intent ., . We have advised to see a psychiatrist,
“tive scientists given LSD: ., ... \yhife the family is-aware .- IO. Tedson. to_ believe, they :.and : that his colleagues
- “We are one family whose of “the difference between - wanted to kill mp father) feared he. mxght hu{-t his
~ Rigtory has been fundamen- struggles undergone in rela-™ *. but it’s possible,” said Eric.”  wife.
~tally altered by illegal CIA »5 ‘tive affluence and those ‘en- .“The news we received on That same morning, a car
aaivity?"”Eric, “how 36 said - dured in poverty and war,” . June; :11, 1975/ had a dra--. driven by a Special Opera-
" in a statement that fam- thesfamily, statement said, matic effect on tlus famlly ‘tions Division/employee ar-
* iy took turns readmg'today‘ vy think: m s crucial to’ said Lisa. . ° -rived at the Olson home to

dulthbod to raide &' Now York te see hspsychla-
‘!ﬂong; we,: children’ trist, His: ‘family. never saw
ett.to grow up mt}}?ut a fa-_ him alive again, .

£
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SD Fatality

Is Linked to

De'tric!; Unit
q-1f-25" . B

\-. By Bill Richards "
Wuhintbpx; Post $taft writer

FREDERICK, Md., July 10

- —.Like Chinese hoxes, the

super-secret biological and
germ warfare research and
development program’ that
the U.S. Army conducted

“for .years -at Fort Detrick

here :“contained " secrets

" within secrets,

- Before being phased out
during the early 1970s, the
program employed 1,685 per-
sons, most of them civilians,
who worked in the shadows
of the Catoctin Mountains

“on bacteriological research

projects that are still classi- -

-fied secrets today.:

One  whitewashed Ginder-
‘block - laboratory, - Building
459, was the home of the
program’s Special Oper-
-ations - Division, “described
'by a- military ~ spokesman
4s “a.program within a
‘program,” also classified.
About 50 bacteriologists-and .
biological chemists: worked -
under ‘an Army ‘- colonel in
Building: 459 in research on .
disease- agents as'deadly as |
the’ bubonic” plagne. T
" 'Within Building 459, in the
most secret project of 'all, a -
handful of researchers were
entrusted . with’ a “contract
let to the Special Opera-
tions. Division. in 1953 by the

- Central Intelligence Agency.

No one mentioned the
-CIA'S hame'— even. among |

. themselves, according’to one |

member of this: group—and.
no one in’ the- group really
knew what any of the others
was doing in his work on the
contract.. But one of the-
substances ‘the group was
‘studying . for the ‘CIA was
Periodieally;” aceording to
-a member of the group, the

Tesearchers on the CIA con,,
-tract “met to. confer in ‘o

See RETRICK, A14, Col’~

‘believed he wag accompa-
g Kk to:

+.Qlson’s. supervisor and now

TRICK, From A1

_ofthewsy spots in western

AL pr ?

domestic: “activities;

f-dinner drink of Dr.

nk: Olson; " according’ to - .-

--son’s. family last month,, ac-
cording to the sources.: ;. »
“Ruwet refused to ¢o

no! “em's,‘éolif'ﬁ"

TE as an :outgoing, ;- this ight !

an and a.brilllant - saidhe “sought legal help
o] L 8

ng ‘that his name was

1o Ll appa .
o D in-

hori:he'fymped : - connsé !"‘:ted;jwith ‘the LS}
m 4'10th-story ho- cident and that the Olson
: New York, aci * family was planning; to'sue

8

ace ht;lnt ‘given death;
dren af{.death;~- o
't‘ ¥I'm seeking légal counse.

“for ‘advice, not because I've

- her

today.: 85 wirip s
- Olson’s- family . said -they _Ruwet, who was an’ Army
colonel at the time of the

- nied to.Ne re T
- psychiatrise By & CIA agen
-Robert :i,Ji§hbr9°1&:ﬂnd tw,

- of , Olson! 'égneagugpl from

-
see a

from the'Army after serving

nine . years. ago Zedm-

v+ warfare ‘installation
ARt MO0 = Detr;ck Q WE L
wieourees -here . familiar g Leliove P stmiost B

terviews:\today\ that . one of  the defensé or for. the gov-
!'the Special Operations re.' rnment,*: Ruwet said. -“T
scarchers who went. with Ol - . asked the: Army to provide
:3on to New York was Vin-' me with legal counsel as a
‘cent L. Ruwet, ‘59, retired officer. I'm not . go-

$A4s0n ) . to spend my hard-earned
.a bacteriologist. for Micre" f.‘,‘fney..?,‘;‘,this_.? ] ‘

‘Biological  Associates . in
“Bethesda, Md, . - e

1:".The sources said that Ry
.wet was, along with Olson,

“and. that -he.' has' spoken

.prior knqwledge:, at .- the - mation” about the Special

ommission report .on_the.

Ruwet confirmed the story
“and Olson’s part ix it ' th O -

se firm
bl{ deny this tonight, hut he
the Army. today- after

the government over Olson’s -

:done anything' wrong,” said -
LSD - incident. *He  retired’

mander of the enfire ‘germ °

‘Ruwet sald his- family was ..
close ‘to” the  Olson family -

about the LSD incident with -
~among these Special ‘Opera- y--Several members of the. Ol-
-tions researchers who xwere -son family. He refused, how-

; e, 4 ‘ " the blue now. I never
2SD ~without their:, -ever, to ‘provide any infor- -

P SR UT: S e,
n Operatlons Divisions activi-

ties or about the events that
led up the Olson’s death. -
i Other - -'sources: . familiar

‘ S Yo ot P with: the: projeet said here
-“.name,.-in the " Rockefeller.

‘today that the CIA contract
was so secret that members
who "were working on vari-
ous aspects of it did not
.even discuss their work with
.each other, which was uny-
sual in the close-knit Special
Operations Division, :
., One of the former re-
searchers ' on the project
said they were experiment-
ing ' with, among  other
things, the production of a
gas that could be laced with
LSD to immobilize an en-
emy force. - -

“Most of the work the
Special " Operations group
was doing was defensive in
nature,” said the former re.
searcher, who is now re-
tired, “But -this part obvi.
ously could have been offen-
sive or defensive in nature.”

Several former members
of the project said Olson’s
death had never been ade.

“quately explained to them
and that a number of. Tu-
mors surfounded the New'

B

- York trip.:

. “We were all shacked,”
sald Dr. Joseph J. Stubbs, a
bacteriologist - who = was . a
close _ friend of . Olson.
Stubbs said he did not previ-

- ously know of the LSD inci-

dent, despite his friendship
with. Olson, oL
- “I'still - can’t believe that

* he committed suicide the”

way they said,” said Stubbs,
“It's like it's coming out of
eard
anyene talk about LS after -
Olson’s .death and X7 still



think there’s somethmg odd
about this. . =,

. “We were all bafﬂed by
it,” . said Stubbs. “We
couldn’t look back on any
reason why he did it. But we
were not. {rained” to _under-

.stand that sort of thing.”

According to the Rockefel-
ler Commission report, the
Olson family was told that
his death had resulted from

“circumstances arising -out
of . an - experiment . under-
taken'in - the "course of his
(Olson’s) official duties for
the Umted States govern-
ment.” .

As -Olson’s superlor "Ru-
wet said it ' was his job speci-
fically ‘to notify the family
of the death. He declined,

_however, to say what he told

the Olson family in 1953.

. Ruwet said today Olson’s
death . definitely ' resulted
from a suicidal or accidental
fall from the hotel window.

. “From the information that

I am aware of,” he said, “I
can definitely say that #here
was. ‘no evidence' of foul
play in Olson’sf death -and I

- think I'm in a: position to

say that confidently.”
jFollowing the: dismantling
of the U.S. biological war-
fare program, Fert Detrick
was converted for use by a
cancer research cepter and
other- Army uses. Building
459 is now bejng readied for
use by the U.S. Army Medi-
cal Bioengineering Research
and’ Development Labora-
tory, -whecich 'an'':Army
spokesman ' ‘said develops
medical support:equipment
like prosthetic devices and

"materials fop Army field
“hospltall. i

LT



- CIA Panel ;

Abglition
s Urged

By ‘G'eorge‘Lardngr Jr”

.+ Washington Post Stalt Writer
.+ Thé . Hotise Rufes: Commit-\
- tee" yesterday recommended
- abolition "of the embatted
House . intelligence COmmittee
and-¢alled for a fresh start. to
the investigation. e T
By -a.vote of 10 .to 4, the,
" Rules Committee adopted. a;
Propesal by Rep. Richard Bol-
ling (D-Mo.) te: reorganize the
committee and get the dor-
mant inquiry moving, :

Republican-sponsored moves
to scuttle the entire investiga.
tion and then to limit it to the
Cenral Intelligence Agency
were beaten ‘dewn_ Similap

.moves are expected when the
issue reaches the House floor, |,
perhaps next week.

The present 10-member in-
telligence committee was cre-
ated nearly six months ago to
investigate the CIA and the
rest the nation’s So-called
“intelligence community,” byt
it became bogged down, first
in a prolonged search for a
staff director and finally in an
-irreconciliable dispute . be-
tween chairman. Luecien Nedzi |
(D-Mich), and fellow. Demo- |
crats: RO S

bers are :likely to be ‘reap-
Pointed to.‘the enlarged 13.|
member committee, but both
Nedzi and his most outspoken
critic on the committee, Rep.
-Michael Harrington (D-Mass.),
are expected to be left out.
The fresh choices would be
left up to Speaker Carl Albert
“(D-Okla.) who also made the
originalrse-l_ections.» e
Rep. Otis: G. Piké D-N.Y),
a8 member of the House since
1961, was reportedly under
consideration to" replace Nedzi
as chairman. In any case, none’
of “the present. ; tommittee
Democrats .ig expected to get
the post, - R TR
The Rules Committee met
shortly after a final and re.

" portedly “abrasive" meeting " in’
Albert’s office with Nedzi ang,
-the Demoeratic *- committee;
members who unsuccessfully
sought his ouster-last month.,
" They had aceused him of sit-
" ting’ on evidence. of CIA mis-
deeds and - violations of law’
~since 1973 as-chairman of 4
standing - House CI subeom- |
mittee and maintaineq that he;

The meeting with the Speak.
er ‘'was ostensibly one Jast ef.]
fort to patch up the rift; hut!
it was fruitless. At one point
there was.some shouting, re-
portedly between .N dzi and
Rep. Ronald v, Del? ]
Calif.), [

In proposing *his solution,
‘Bolling told the ' Rules Com-
mittee  that Nedzi'‘and Hagr-.
rington were the “two poles”
of the dispute and suggested
that both should' be dropped.
He said the strength of the
other Democrats on the com.
mittee, even if 'reappointed;
would be- diluteq by “making
he new pane} consist of 13
members—g9 Democrats ang 4
Republicans, )

Alluding to the sharp divi-
sion within the House on the
issue, "Bolling said’ that ope
side feels the: committee “hagi
done no good and some harm”
in its six fitfy] months while.
the other - side" “feels that
members. of the Rules Com-
' mittee are conspiring with the
Pentagon‘ to COVer up the in-
vestigation.” .~ /

Rep.. B. F. Sisk "(D-Calit):
called Bolling’s proposil - a;
“mast. reasonsble ang rational]
approach” angd : immediately
dropped:. his .own suggestion
to- create* " new. 10-member
committee that" Wwould - have,
been confined to investigating:
the CIA, ST

-Rep.‘.Mozgan"Murphy (D~
L), a'meinber of the: intelli.
gence committee as wel] as of |
the Rules, Committee, ~andi
Rep. Andre;w‘ngoung {D-Ga, !
protested  that: excluding ‘the
FBI, the: Internal . Revenue
Service and all the other intel.
ligence agencies ‘from the iny
i vestigation_ Lawould v indeed’
smack of a “cover-up” in. the'
Public’s mind. SR I
¢ Rep. James. R. Quillen (R-;
‘Tenn.). who said - he Saw' gy
value in g House investigation
;of the CIA alonek'i,n.sisted on g
straight vote g abolish ' the
i Nedzi ‘committee... It was -re-f
Jjected 9 to 4, with Sisk voting;
“pl‘esent.” - [ R B




