Dear Clay, 1/10/99

Please excuse this delay in answering your letter of the firsfand with
sclnowlediingbhe large package which ceme the next dayfff In part it is from our
present situation, which does anything but forecast that other ten years we
would like to have with you. Idl ljrows weaker daily, as I also do, and some of
my old problems ave also growing. I never|tilked about them but they are many and
increasingly lately my goodeye is not as Lood. The other eye is next to useless
from the cataract it was decided not to remove unless something happens to the
other eye.

I lmpe :I:kpl thet this coming Wednesday can mark the begu.nzﬂ.ng of a change
with Lil, I've been try:.ng for a long time to get her to cona 'ytt with a
psychiatrist but she has d/steadfastly refused, This past wee'/a nurse from the

county seecms to have made a difference when she proposed this and gave Li1
n;asons for it. LAl finally agreed. Gping through what she went through is
enough to assure depression but I fear there is more than that.

While & nurse or nurse's aide comes most days to wash *il and help her in
other small ways, that will soon run out and we'll have to get someone to do
that, & physical ther:pist comes and Lil just does not do wha? she is supposed
$0 do in p.te when the therapist is not here. So, particularly after more.than
two monthe of inactivity, she grows daily weaker.

I am afraid to leave her alone and it oppresses me that the indicatlons are '
what I cannot aveid is near, Aside from indications that the prostate operation

needs redoing {I'm in my fourteenth yeur on the TIRP when dpctors say you are
lucky to get ten years ) and I fear that dialysis is close. I've had the

pccess surpgery done and I see the local nephrologist this eoming fuesday. When it
comes that will flake three days each week the restof my life. Or, it will not be

gsafe to leave Lil alone those days and I fear 'I: means returring her to the
storage bin for humins the nursing homes nre. m

I hope there will be more that I can do in the ¢ riod, of course, and
if it turns out that I can, L hope wou will listen to the reality from me and not
your hopes I would like to,l,ﬁmve a basis for sharing, I illustrate why it is im -
portant to retype w}:&tt am writing first with al}ﬂma incredible amouth of much
appreciated retyping you have done.

For at leazt the last month before il was home I had nothing to work on. I
did not start anything new because, as I've indicated, I want to clean up all 1
can when and while I can, Instead of doing either of the two manus€ripts you then !
had you retyped what:E had written of Honorable men. Which wou‘d jhave meant as

much to Jerry s month or two later but it meantl I was not able to work on what
you had not returned, And that when I did not have all the lil worries * now




2have to day nothing about my own probel

have to say Wothing about my problems and deteriorations. lore, except fvxr the
time I visited her, I cguld work and had nothing @gn which to work.l just have
not felt up tu starting it vhen it did get here several days ago.

I have gotten so weak I was fortunate the deliverg, woman ‘Drougﬁ_that box
in for me. She left it on a chair in the kitchen and I opened it and took what
was in it into my office, As it happens, L came into possession of a small book -~
shelf that fits behind the door of my office, I placed each of the things you
had wrapped separarely in a box and where you identified the contents, labelled
that box that way., Some 1z not identified but I'm sure is identifiable and some
is not complete and may be completed elsewhere. Which means I've many pages to

turn to learn, It also seems that some of the rough drafts were not returned.
While I have a copy of each, all are in the basement, to wh:l.cl-a, I can't go, and
my copies do not have your nptations and corrections. I think it is the Twyman,/
Fetzer manuscript with the returned rough draft that 1'41 start with and hopefully
wiih work my way to ;md through the rest’/.

fly present situation is difficult, most of all with “il's suffering and other
problems on which I'¥e not been able to help her. She is also a pretty determined
woman, That was a fifne asset in the past but it is not now when she is determined
not to do her physical therapy and get to be as self-FEimfxx reliant as possible.
A\lgek ago dhe fell down again and although she has trouble getting out of a chair
( as I also do) she did not call f m-_ﬁ_ielp when she knew she could not get up
without help. ﬂel'lhich, when I Jiscovered what had happened, £ ata get. Fortunately,
she did not hurt herself again: But that this did and can again happen worries the

life out of me.

At this point Yerry Ray phoned, then I went to help gil with her delayed
getting dreaé%::e Dave cglled before she was fi: nished, then I made lunch, and
now the fine woman who helps me, particularly in applying medication on my back
where I cannot reach it, is overdue. She was to hav come from church but some-
thing has delayed her. I hope not tho omnipresent ice.

You sent me two copies of the Whoring manuscript and did not say if you had
sent one to Brown. Perhaps that you did not is just as goods I saw his TV aJ;ow and
with it a black copy of thé Koch shov the probability is that if it reached the
Ataff they discared it as not for thet show. Which it isn't. I'1l try to get his
Memphis address and seny] one to him if I do not hear from him.

Like me and the resf of us, Jerry forgets. e was copying from that file
dmawer of Commission records two decades ago. I did nﬁt 1€bel them because all

in that cabmﬁg are commission as the top drawer seys or used to Aay.His in-
teresta changed.




Yeara ago 1 had a photographic memory but no longer., That is why I hope when
people like you send me anything it will be fully identified. I am not being
critical of Jerry. Lt happens to us all. He has 326" taking and copying files for
some time now, as I want, and if he has fxot run out of space he soon will. Care-
fully and slowly as he writes he'll have edough for a busy retirement. Without

having to go to ’foud for accoss. Meanwhile, he is started on two books I'd
started and had to lay aside, not having access to the necessary records. You
Jmow of Monorable len, There idlalso LixSess, on thy exectuive sessions.Wish
it had been possible fpr me to cputinue with them. Imd'thsre are probably a couple
of more manuseripts I cOu’d not get to the necessary records for. I remember one
on Oswald as a spook(whiwh at least officially he was not.} Fact is that I'd also
forgotten that what you retyped for Jerry and £ presume for yourself had been re-=
tySfPed sone yers ago. Une of Jerry's former students was here and she heard Jerry

say how much of what you's retyped of Honorable Men he liked and she f-said that

.sha liad retyped what I'd written years agmo. But # have no idea where it is. It

exists but without a search it would not surface.

Forgot. In a sense you are right in saying that what I wrote to be sdded to

In‘_s_ic_li is like my saying goodbye, That I was saying foodbye in it was not in
my mind but explatning was. 4fter I sent it to you or before I did, abed one night
some necessary additions came to mind byt were no longer there when I woke,

L The actuality is tlfr;at for some time I've been searching for a place where,
when the time comes, I'd have room to continue worldng, when I can no longer stay
here alone or with ?il, who is close ‘E o that poinr-ﬁ:now. No success yet. They
are all cubbyholes other than what we cannot afford, u special apartment where
help is provided. If she snaps,out of her depresssion tl\izat will help in many
vays. If she can get to understand that her reactiong is normal and a lack of ke
reaction would be abnormal thEt mught help, But that situation bears heavily on jev

You may remember thgt not mucl more than a month ago, when I went to Hopldns.
for the access surgery ovn the dialysig I took work with me. Did the same thing two
Years + ago when L had the second congestive heart failure. Right now + do not
feel that drive. Hope it comes back!
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