Deer Clay, A 3/26/%

In the past you have used tho word I think yrebuke" as df Seriptive of what
I'd written you and as before, I say this is the wrong word. 4lthpugh on the sub-
Jwet of what I write you about now it is closer.

There are mly a few ways in which I can say that there are some things
for which * now cannot justify taking tive, Eléass e do try to understand this and
not try to persuade we otherwise or, as in what ! roturn, confront me with doing
what you want done and 1'd already told# you L+ could not take time for. You kept ‘
most of theose footnotes in after I said I could not takd time for it. And now,
with this newest Posner whoring, I have even less time becﬁuse there is more for
me to do that nobody else can or will do. I'm sure from my lmowledge of the
actual evidence in the King caue[tlmt Posner's rewri‘bing ‘of héstory can bealdrfssed
by others but I am also confident that nobody else will take the time reguired.

It really was nor:l_mportant that j add a citation to the lairics and needles
debates of the dim§ paft, and you J@et that in, to ta# one example, after I'd
said 1 could not teke time for it. There is h I'd have liked to do for which
I did not have the time. Like sit down and reread the entire ms. once I'd finished
with it, Another illustration that come. to mind, ,.T included the Baltimore DSun
story on the settleuent of the Hickey case., There was no date on it becau::ae the
person who sent me the clifjping did not provide the date. Youaided that footnote
for me to get and include the datec. While that would have been nice +0 have, it
is not possible for me now. And wi+J\ the story verbatim it is not all that necesary.
Hice, yes, of course, bt not necessary, Especially n.u# when coupared with what
elﬁqse I could do with that time, that fraction of a day perhaps no more than that.

Wrone asked me tt/aidreas the 'l‘%f'mn monatbocity, of 900 pag.es. I read it and
marked it up for writing about it. I'd finished dolng that wit'k two of Epstein's
books when I got the c@py back from you sa I'd laid Epstein aside. Meanwhile,

I got the Escalant e book. I've not yet cracked it but it follows with the Furiati.
Wiley h's published another “astro-did-it fiction I've hot yet seen and as of this
minute will not get'.

Before the Posner book appeared I had decided that I should, with the work I
have done, address the King assassination sgain. Got two chapters in rough when

I got the Hersh back from you.

There is more but I tidink this gives you a notion of how much there is for
me to want to do, to try to cfo, while it is still possible. 4s it may not be if
sbmething happens to my wife, who has trouble getting out of a chair and requires
a wallter, or to me, and I think I have you list of what I've been f;«o./rtuna{z,d

enough to survive. CLilk il be &Y y‘}s ¥
What you have done is very valuab ¢ tofme, very important, particularly at
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tbis time of my life, You have done what 1 c2651d not have been able to get done

if you had not done it. I've bean forced t) leave the dirty and hard to read
rough drafts of other books for the future and perhaps with what you have done
with the Uersh I may be in a position to do something with it. Against the odds.
But without what Youv've done I'd not have tried. . uj“

Ovez- :he years I'Ve come tosccept the fact that the time comes when we’ggh
comprom:.se with what we'd like to do. I've lived with that for some time now.

It is not by any mesns what I'd prefer but it was forced on me and I've been -
living and worldng with it.

As you will by now have seen, most of the Hersh c:t:pr:bet:‘l:;‘.'lir are eliminating
the italics that, I am sure with the best of intentions, were added. AHEES
And as you will see on the enclosed, most of that was persisting in the footnotes
with what ,j_aaid. L now just can'T take time fores Had said before you kept it
in or added to it.

18 I've asked before, when there, 42 é%ething like that, please indicato it
on the copy you are working w:LTh, 1 the rough draft or corrections in what
has been retyped. I staple those chapters '@gether when I get thembso I can
hondle them when I can not now use a desk and so that they will not come apar®
as I ‘burn the pages. I do not reread them but any color will catch my eye and &y
that * do pay attention to, do read, and from ydod.ma to time make the correctiond
suggested. L am only too aware that in the .haai in which I vork errors are more
likely to creep in. Sp, please do conbtinue wi,th suggestions but please also do not
do that on What you've retyped. The correct?rfm the enclosed did not take all that
tl,z/e but they did take time and they were also an annoyance. They did pake time,
the fvay ot my age and in the state of ny health I have to thinffthat I'11 not
be able to use for something else.

I'm not et all sure that I caught all the renumbering the footnotes require
in Chapters 11 and 12 but I just pooped out before I'd finished, just before, end
had to suspend, I finished ear{]y this morning before I left for my supermavkel
walking at about 3:50 a.mn, I also did some shopping I;or 111 then while I got my
walling in behind the cart, which gives me more stabélity. Asd my skin
reaching into a freczer compartment, by brushing against the door, J‘t is real,
Clay, I hemorrhage on contact and my sldn, upper layer only, peels beck on the
slightest contact . Fpom the medicines thk}t keep me aldive.

So, please make all indications of corrections or suggestions with the
highlighter and not on what you've retyped. Flease also contonue to make them,
but let me decide whether they'll take more time than I can now aus?tfy.

I do, very much, appreciate what you have done :nd say you will continue to do,
and I hope we can continue to do it for a long time. Hany and best wishes,



