Bear Clay, 3/22/98

I finished going over the Hersh-it ms, yesterday and wrote a brief
‘ epilogrixe for it but yesterday was not a good dayf, I had interruptions, and
I'd expected to get on it this morning but I'm still npt back to my present norm
g0 I'm catching up on the miil, I also toq"'\the returned Menninger/Denahue and got
it readyy. Now that may seem odd to you but undess you've lived as I do much
that is real and necessary will seem odd. I\gm't sit at a desk as most people do.
Right now and for the past two years I'm typing with my right ieg out straight,
horizontal, and my left one with the heel as high as the heort, on an #ld what

uged to be called a ipidtchen stool and was 'hjhenf got it, before you were
b¥rn, and they are now referred to as bar stooia. This machine, on a pedestak
teble, is between ny legs. hold two years ago to keep that leg higher and when
I'n home and not on i+ I dd. Where I sit in the livingroom it is easier to do
it and that :‘.5 where L read and correct what hes been retyped. I have an end-
table on migh‘t right and a small chest on my left and my desk is a clipboatd
that when not in my hands ie{ﬂ.n my lape I put the pages I've gone over in a
box on the end-table on my right and what was retyoed or corrected is on my
left. I have that stapled together by chapters so I can flip pages and not
worry about dropping them.

I did s/‘%ﬂeﬂ the Domal:::fe reﬁizm by chapter in the hope I'd be able to do

that this eem. if L did me® feel like reading and correctm—/ Also, when I
first et up I sit and read for a while %o lot the ticker go¥ to its usual ticking
rate. Bit I didn't feel likd tRlat this yax a.m.

I think I probably spent a little more time walldng yesterday a.m that I
Jsould have, If this feeling linpers I may even teke in a preseason ballgame
with 1il this aftérnoon, on radio. iae've not gotten cable. Lil became an Orioles
fan and I like bmebﬂl,

Meanwhile, we'll see how tomorrow ise Maybe I'll get an early start. Tomorrow
is one g/my bloocdtest days and I don’t then ordinarily go to my supermarket where
I have more stability with a cart that I do with a cane or a walker, On which Lil
now is, she's gotien thet wesk and unsteady.

In either the letter with the Donshue crap or one before then you deprecated
what you referred to as your hunt-and peck use of the computer. In termdlof
accorecy those who were professionals I used did not do any better aﬁd most who
knew what in typing is called the touch system made more typos that you did. o
Skipped more, usually a line. No, your work is good and I do very wmuch apprecite
jt. Where you ran into problems was trw;!.n‘a. to be helpful, as in deciding tha}

Iittle, Brown and Book-oi‘—thﬂ-nlonth Club should be in italies. Not so. u]:Ihas to
z




have t}Lo‘aelUtah.ca eliminated.

¥ou also thought you were being helpful in changing Cube missile crisis where
that is in my writing to Cubgn misxile crisis, which is how it is in quotations.
I have never referred to it as the Cuban missile cisis and it Wasn"!t. Theﬁ
crisis was between the US and the UsSR. (At the time, when it was current, I
doped out how it would end the Wednecsday before it ended.) Cubs was virtually a
byst ander. Meknisht often wondered about 'l:l,is but when he read the transcripts
in Cubg on the Brink hy came to agree with me, Bl"t I doubt he would refer to
it as I do. ;

You said that é’édjng on the pages with corrections would be cheaper and for
most people that would be correct. Now I'n having the cgpyi.m; done commercially
because 1 can‘t use the xerox as long as I used to without that knocking me out,
to. I can sitnwith that left leg horizontal and have and do when I usei it but
SHome of the chest musn@ do something to the ticker. So I do not take the time
to eliminate the pages with no corrections and for the record for the future it
should be & complete copy. I make a copy before sending the one I return and when
there is no need for that, + can find somecne who can use that copy among those
in academe to whom I plve disks. Several you do not know who are writing, tooe

I've given McKnight what + had done on two bocks thaf required the use oﬂ ny

basement files ;iow inaccesnible to me and they'll be fine works when he finishes
them, He had a sabbatical for one. (His excellent The Last érusdae, on the
King Toor aoples Campaign, by Westview, is in the stores noﬁ. Hs did very ell
well with it.)

Not selecting the pages with corrections only talim:l.nai:é“1 he possibility of
my making a misteke. When my lapm is my desk and my fingers do not work as well
as once they did, it ggatimes is not easy turning pages and they tend to stick
together rHr‘nore thon L rfi-emembar from the paste

Affer I' o sent the first you retyped back I'll copy and send what is real
twesh, whah J did on ZR Rifle, which is real}J;ER Trifle, 4&3 st Y uban
intelligence gave fqer the wonder is that Castro survived! o junk. Silly, too.

If I can ever find time to try to complete straightening out all I‘\;e done
I'11 prnbablij,find more., L've a long Mailer ms. that the person who was c;orrecting
just quit on, ane on the Soviet Spook, Nechiporenko ( more crap) and a long ms
on which the two people working ran into problems. A fine, really fine person,
Dennis “acDonald, sociologost, of St. dnselms's College in Manchester has that.
Une of thos rpeople, Yennis says as bright a person as he"i;c/aver knew, developed
serious gsycm:ah-ic problemns and the other broke the computer and can't afford to
get another onen She also created a problem gif aspect of which I 'l:akanup.




I've asked everyone to correct obvious. mistakes of which I make many, too
palty. typos and misspellings (aplogies on freeb%es, and thanks), I've also asked
that @&w something seems wrong to mark that on the orginal copy with a
highlighter, Adding ejf note may be a good idea but as I turn the Pages I'j sure
bo see the color. That fine woman put her question in what she retyped so all of
that has to be removed.,Snd there id always the possibility that seems wrong is
not, as in Cuba missile erieis rather than Cuban,

From this descruption of the working conditions that are forced on me I
think you can see why when + flip the pages as I read the color will catch my
eye and if I intended what is in the ns,. p it will not h.ﬁve to restored to it.

I now am leolding at your 3/10, und with my eyes that means + have to stretch
over to the right. You refer to misspelled words. __I do not recall ‘that you midspelled
any. I always do! Somo is just typoo. But in the years I farmed I forgot all I
lmew about the rules and forgot how to spell mgy words I'd had no need to use
with chickens or wi'ﬁq- the people to whom + so1d them, That there is no misspelling
in the books * publsished is because L4l caught all of that. Sle is not now up to
that and L rarely ask her to read end correct.

You mha have used \f:»]&-eprova" tuice. None of this is that, YOu've done very well
and it does ean mugh £ 0 me and * thin{will to otherdin theyfuture.,

".fou aﬁ/ correct on my feeling about heste. I want to do what I can while *
can and it is oppressive to have reason to think that if I do not do it, it will
not get done, will not be available if there is interest, will be Jost, It is not
a feeling of accomplishment, It is hfm oppression and of apprehension.

You may be right on “hylock but in thiés area that play is used in all
English classes so most people get the meaning. But on things like that, that
will not effect the use scholars of the future may make so I take no time for
them,

Twining's book is much worse than a waste of time. Wrone asked me to write
cbout it and I got it and marked it up. it is the most professional of determined
ignorance, the perscnification of stupidity, by a collge-educated ignoramus.If

I live lons enough I'1l do as Wrone asked. I did ZR Rifle because cKnight asked.
But before you got the Hers.l%it back to me I started another work on the King
assassination. I was Ray's investigalor for #some yefrs and my work was as successful

a3 the political situation permitted. I mlso sued the government under FOIA and
got about BO,QOO pages. Frame-Up remains the only dependable work and there is much
more I can do. If Hay can hold on long enpugh + may have enough to attract attention
for TV or newspapers by " then,

I think I got in the habit of sending every pahe when for those who were



doing the retyping I and for myself on its return I Pit a paperclip on each
page with a correct:;on, to be made. That drew at‘::antion to those pages. But
~ with someone as mature as you + did not. I dikd use the lines you've bBeen where
1 did not £ orget.

If I do the epilogue today mayke I can get the copig made and mail it
tomorrov. if not, + hope for Tuesday and I'$l be onto Do

TYI, wit“.out ever meeting or speaking to him I got him to file the suit
and I got h.uzﬁ a lawyer to do it. He dcla;red oo long in making up his J.trtu:ced
mind, He is no.c in a ¥ ging home, When I dec{Zd to do that work to give h:lm

and more his family some better feeling about l‘that monstrous sick ego and nts harm ,

the cuse had been thrown out of court, wronglys Before tha appeal could come upf
St . uMartins made thin an offer they accepted. It includes an apology. But I went
much farthur in the book and I will get a copy to them.
There is an awful lot of bad, dishonestyf, misleading books on the assassina-
tion and they'dd at best only mislead and misinform you. When you are in this
area ageinstop off and pick up any you do not have. These stack.
I usually let this wa:'J‘in the hope that I'll catch more and confabulate
less in reading and correcting.
Until then, many many thanlesi!
Sincerely,

/
Jardt

Harold Weisberg




