Justice Dept. to Merge Two Internal Watchdog Units
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B The offcials said the plan calls for merging the
gnspector general's office and the Office of Pro-
ssional Responsil E_nw (OPR) into an expanded

- Fuon accused of wrongdoing.
# The new unit will be headed by Michael Brom-
Wich, a EB_E_BQ... lawyer and former Iran-contra

Bilent George Bush, was instructed by Deputy At-
: gmmnﬂu_mg__nm Heymann to submit his

amo ummo?man _Sn.thEnn E& _BEown.
sween the two offices. ,
j But the move has been gh&mﬁ_ by OPR
hief Michael E. Shaheen Jr., !__o_.nuunn_ﬁ_ that
ny merger would compromise the. B%E%Sn
W his office and undermine the integrity of inter-
#al investigations. A career employee who has
geaded the OPR office for 18 years, Shaheen has
Id department officials he will resign if his office
placed under the authority of a-political appoin-
such as Bromwich,
Sources said the plan calls for temporarily re-
ining OPR as an intact unit under Bromwich's

pervision, although the new inspector general

._Ennm Department inspector nnnui?&ua )

E_nn Secret Service official appointed by Tmu. :

ation this week, effective with wBE&n_..u.

« « « approves plan ordering inspector general to resign

will have broad discretion to reorganize. Sha-
heen will be offered a “suitable” position else-
where, a department official said. He could not
be reached for comment yesterday.

Questions about the independence of Justice's
internal investigations were raised recently
when the department released a report, pre-
pared by former %R:.H_ma official Edward
Dennis, on the tear-gassing of the Branch David-
ian complex near Waco, Tex., last April that left
80 dead. The report found no mistakes by any-
body at the Justice Department or the FBL The
issue arose again this week, after reports that
Reno had asked for an inquiry into the conduct of
a personal aide, Lula Rodriguez, who recently
assisted in the Florida political campaign of m

T

relative who was convicted on corruption
charges brought by the Justice Department.

Department rules call for referring m:nmmzonu
of legal or ethical misconduct either to the in-
spector general's office or OPR. But Reno chose
instead to ask Heymann's office to review the
matter, prompting officials in both offices to
question why they were not consulted.

In general, OPR conducts investigations in-
volving department attorneys and criminal inves-
tigators ‘while the inspector general handles
cases involving most other department person-
nel. But there are jurisdictional overlaps in some
instances that lead to frequent turf battles be-
tween the two offices.

Department spokesman Carl Stern said ves-
terday that the merger was designed to “rein-
vigorate the operation” and improve efficiency.
“This is a. wa,nwEEEm he said. “Whenever you

o have overlap, it's useful to eliminate duplication.”

Department officials said that Hankinson kept a
generally low profile as inspector general, con-
ducting mostly routine audits that rarely raised
controversy. Because he is not a lawyer and had
no background at the Justice Department, he was
ill-equiped to do battle with Shaheen or challenge
the actions of senior department officials,

Bromwich brings much stronger credentials to
the job, having served as a colleague of FBI Di-
rector Louis Freeh in the U.S. attorney’s office
in Manhattan and as one of three prosecutors
handling independent counsel Lawrence Walsh's
case against former National wmnE._G Council
aide Oliver L. North.

Bromwich also served briefly as a <o_==nmn.. on
Bill Clinton's presidential campaign and has per-
sonal ties to Heymann. A former student of Hey-

mann'’s at Harvard University's Kennedy School |.

of Government, Bromwich served briefly as a

‘special assistant to Heymann when he was

named as chief of the Justice Department’s crim-
inal division n_E.Em Em nmﬂn., mnEEmnch




