Document Number 34A - (HQ MURKIN)

Document number 34A is an unrecorded serial in 44-
38861, consisting of a three-page internal memdrandum from
Mr. Deegan to Mr. Gallagher dated September 3, 1976.

Deletions in this document were made pursuant to exemption
(b) (1) to protect information which is currently and properly
classified. (See paragraph 11, supra, and the attached affidavit
of SA Donald R. MacDonald.)

Information appearing in the second paragraph on s
page 1 and the second and third paragraphs on page 3 were also
previously withheld pursuant to exemption (b)(l). These para-
graphs have been declassified and are being released with no
deletions.
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Memorandum

- R.J. Gallagher
- T.W. Leavitt
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; i —_— *T:;e‘_bepartrgif‘::sd‘rgsk Forc; requested thedabove-megtioned
! finat] D=is ingz which was afforded Senator rank Church an gelected - -

i f.‘:_:_ ,.E members of the Senate Select Cumaittee (ssC) on 11/5/75. T1ask Ferc:
RN h% leader believed tne priefing would provide valuable information
2 f:;'jﬁ’ bearing on our basis to investigate Ki.n%. priefing provided to

riLiEd S five members of the Task Force on 9/2/76 by Bureau represen‘:acivasE

Mr. Leavitt stressed 4impcrtancée of security involving the informaenp
operation and that, in accordance with personal agreemelt, che :
{nformants have been told cthat <he briefing was to OCCUT. Task

. Force leader Fred Folsom stated his grouP needed to know only

* general aspects of informant operations relating to association ©
- wKing end Srtanley David Levi=on, winich served as rhe basis to
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“ l. » iinvestigate King. Folscm agreed to allow the FBL to review any

o { \o.Task Force written report bearing on contents of the briefing.

e b s ,“'- & Brask Force was iven overview of informant operation, significant
.1 HGY {storical deve opment of the CPUSA, jnformation from the jnformant
SRR NS Yregarding Levison and his association with King, and pertinent

£ :‘.z ;Q\bkcurrenr. aspects of the operation. Task Force personnel asked

" - '-_numerous questions regarding the informant operation, but their

v :\g & 'main interest, which prolon ed the session, concerned our i{nvesti-
. i ation of King, influence © Levison upon him and ommunist

3 2influence on King and the Civil Rights movement. # e P
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Memorandum J.G. Deegan to R.J. Gallagher
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. ¥
-100-106670 _ o '
RECOMMENDATION :
" None; for informatiom.
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This Task Force, under direction of the OPR, has been
ordered by the Attorney General to conduct a review of our inves!
gation of King. The Task Force leader, Fred Folsom, believea
the briefing would provide valuable background informationm bearls
on initiation of the King investigation and that absence of such
a briefing would leave a void in his group's review. U

The briefing was conducted on 9/2/76 in the conference

room of the Intelligence Divisionm, between approximately 2:40 p.

through 5:00 p.m. Task Force members present were Folsom, willi

White, Joseph Gross, James Walker, and James Kieckhefer. Bureau

representatives were T.W. Leavitt, D..Ryan, and M.J. Steinbeck ¢

" the Intelligence Division, and S.F., Phillips and J.T. Aldhizer ¢

the General Investigative Division. (L :

© meF i ¥ Leavitt began the briefing by stressing the 7%

N i.&;boftahce of protecting the informants involved and that materi

in the briefing was to be P ovided on a need to know bgs:!..s__?gly
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Memorandum J.G. Deegan to R.J. Gallagher
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr.
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He indicated that, in accordance with a previous Rersonal agreemen
with the informants, they had been advised that the briefing was -
to occur. Mr. Folsom advised that his group, as an "arm" of the
Attorney General, had a need to know but only in a "general" sense
wherein information from the informant operation concerned King,
Levison and the basis on which investigation of King was initiated
: _ i
Mr., Folsom agreed to allow the FBI to review any Task
Force written document or regort bearing on contents of t was t
be furnished during the briefing. ({

SA Ryan gave an overview of the informant operation and
discussed significant, historical developments within the CPUSA.
Phillips discussed basis for the King investigaticn and the
relationship between Levison and King. Steinbeck concluded with
pertinent current aspects of the operationzzx‘ n

Task Force personnel raised numerous questions
concerning the informant cperztion, ulthcugh thelr primary iutere
which prolonged the session, concerned cur Investigation of Ring,
the influence of Levison upon him and communist influence om Kinz

* 1 2 -
and the Civil Rights notgmentw s in
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