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Bud Odum #1-0D237 = Harold Weisberg 8/5/72

Yestorday you had Jim give me coples of two of the three picturs you got in response
to your suit for those parts of CD 955. I presume the third wa so heavily cropped it
served no purpose to provide it. I glanced at thes e prints whn ve were toguther, locked
at them again before going to Led, and have examined them briefly in daylight this a.m.

My original work on the available pictures is so far in the past I hesitate to
pretend my recolliections, including of my thinkdng, are dependable after all this timc.
However, aftor initial interest, I think I decided that this man may have been an Oswald
essociate, in uvhich cvent any inquiry involving the CIA would be more difficult then most
other things we could attempt; that the CIA had deliberately deceived the Commission and
the FBI, which would not make inquiry easier; or that there was an error. I have never
doubted that everyone entéring those kinds of embassies and consulates was photographed,
Before your day in Washington it was hardly secret that the FBI did this there. I am
confident that each time I entered the Sowiet Embassy as a corregpondent I was photographed
by the FBI from the other side of 16th St. And they wore then our allies. This was World
War II time. As an illumination of the workings of the intedligence~oriented mind, let me
add the secmingly extraneous, that on one occasion what my editor had asked me to get
the preas officer refused. He took me to lunch, but he refused it. So, I went to our own
Department of Commerme and they promptly loaned me exactly what I'd asked, it was then
unsedret.

Returning to these pictures, whether or not you pursue the others in that CD ‘and if
you do I think some consultation in advance, such as I have already had to a degree with
Jim, might be holpful), I have a few sugeations,

First, 1'd ask the CIA. now that you have the pictures, to make me a negatdive 4x5
from éach of the originalx negativea of the prints they have given you. If they decline
this, I'd ask for an 8x10 glossy made from the original negative., Unless the lab that
diplicated these was careless, your print is, like that I got in the King materials suit,
excesaively dusty.

If you don't want to do this, which I think you cando by phone, I suggest that you
use a procedure similar to what I did when I finally forced .P to come up with a full
Altgens. I was without reluctance in using a Washington lab run by a former FBI ggent.

His vork was excellent and he went out of his way to inform me., For example, the enlarge
ment of the print I had was, as could not be detected by the naked eye, slightly out of
focus. Anyway, of the pmint itself he made me a contact negative. Of the parts that
particularly interested me he made me enlarged negativea. Good 01' Jim Harrison asked to
borrow these when I was there in November, After some delay and correspondence I finally
got back the full 8x10 negative but the others are now gobe. There are adva.ntages in this
kind of proeedure if you intend to make serious atudy of such pictures, The more obvious

is that having isolated the parts of the picture that interest you, you can then have
prints or enlarged prints made with differing exposures and on paper of different churacter—
istics,mwith added or diminished emphasis on varying parts.

If you do not intend doing this, then I'd recommend, if you intend carrying this further
at all and desire others to study these pictures (and please, for Christ's sake, keep
prints away from sose of your nuts for the kinds of easily-made rations and distortions
of what you have can hurt our little remaining credibility too much), instead of going
through a drug-sthre type of photography, which this post-card size print sug estas, that
you have a decent kind of 4x4 negative or negatives made, like those I gave you yesterday
in connection with the Ray habeas corpus. Jim has a photographer friend. If he is not
equipped with a Speed Graphic or Graphlex, then my local photo shop will make such a negative
for either $1 or $1:50, I've forgotten which, if it is a straight copy of the full rpints
and doesn't require extra work, like masking out parts, and about the same for each 8x10.
In themselves hetter prints of this kind and size can be more informative. For example,
with a better prints you might decide, if it seems important, whether the clock-like device
that secms attached to a wallet like thing is an ordinary traveller's thing. I have a friend
who is a reporter in Mexico and fluent in English and Spanish who might be able to tell
from this part alone if this is an ordinary item there.



The other pictures of this UD interest me more.

The sequence of nuubering of these (Ds may indicate a relationship with the Srnold
Leyis Kegsler things, one of which was classified until the recent declassification. In
those early deys Hal Verb had some interested and interviewed someonc somchow connected
iith all of tidia. He is & friend of Paul Hoch, as he is of mine, Paul, as you p robably
know, had soue interest in thes: pictures, so 1'll send him a copy of this in the event
he disagrees with some of it or can add more for you. ¥y recollectionofpart of that
story, and Hal'e source may have disputed it, iz that it inbolved Oswald with a fair sum
of money end sonme ldnd of claim to more availuble,

I think it probable the picture you have were ma.@ with a movie camer, and not only
because they show the man walldng, which a still can also do. You have copies of prints
that were altered before the rpints were made and you have different exposures on your
prints, This influences tone, etc.

It moy be that the remaing y those not masked, also were touched up. I am not
expert enough to know the cause (as lighﬁ.ng exposure, etc) but detail that would show in
an ordinary snapshot seems missing and not likely missing on the original. Look at the
arm and shirt of the sleeve, for example, They are a mass of white from which the left

aru projects. The same is true of whatever kind of bag is being carried. No detail is
visgible under magnification. I wonder if it was thought by the Comuission staff to be the
one they so pursued Mrs. Bledsoe about.

The airbrush vork, espechlly on the walking shot, seems to have iupinged on the
ghirt &f not other parta. Icantbecartainbutlth.’mkao. This need not be given
ginister interpretation, for the spocks like the pretense that what they do ia not known
and they'd have done this in hiding the background, which could have been for the sole
purpose dn this or simdlar cases of disguising the point from which the picture was taken.

These pictures were taken close to midday from the lighting, in broad daylight, and
under these conditions I find it bard to believe anyone but a zany would have been
engaged in anything clandestine, s

If you can get Hal interested, he used to have the k:.nda of contacts who could
have a reasonable chance of saying if the man was a known pro-Castroite.

If he was of any real interest, I dun't doubt he has been indetified. But either
way, LI thinic the likely response to an inquiry for identification would be invocation of
the exumptions in a way that would be difficult to contest.

I'1l give this to Jin when he is here ionday,
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Dear Js, 8/8/72

liope: this isn't too disjointeds I've uoved the mill to near the 2V beeause CLS* IV
adle NEWE is to include an interview I was to sec, with the guy who has don: the expos
on the CLi and ShAsia narcotics, liy immediszte ourpose is anpther lnl wes apge. Lt is a
futility for . to write hin and if Jo can find tine to call hin, sh: ecan get a reading
not msworing letters donies ne, ie lonyg agd hadl an intergst in an aspect hinging on one
Armold Lowis ies:ler. DBud and Jim have gotten several differcnt prints oif the puy in
Odum B:te 1 (CB237)e I luwe asled that they nake a ecouple of prints for lal to study. The
docwient 1 couldn't pet hinm vhen he wanted it has been deelaspifieds #H has it or I emn
copy for him. 'With the interviev he conducted, he be able to se: in thesc pix what
others can't. These are diffe o=nt pletures, token at different timem than that printod.
The zuF is dressed diflerently. Tjey have beun exposed differcntly, over-expo.ure
deliberately ruining sone detail, so L wondeo il ol purposts

I have sugcested these tidngs, not because I Bhink sode.hing will come ol it but to
provent tuote of what has boen done: that Jud ask for an 8x10 print made fron the nregative
\which they can erop as they will ith a scisr.ors) ory failing: in that, to lot e lwwve
the peint they gave lin Lor a fricnd to nuko a 4x5 negative and ditfiercnt cxposurcs on
diffevent cnlragenents as well as enlargmonts of segmentse Th. cost will be wliphte Jin
liken the idea and will gdve it to Bod, If this happens, I'11 se¢. to it that ilal gets a
copy o each print rade-if he wants it.

But with experience teachiiyr me that with Bud": vhincieal use of his wealth I nay
got stuelks £ the cost of giwving lal copies, althoush in ¢ is ease I don't expect it, I
would 1ilee to lcior iF he iz interested before I pet into it ant take the tine amd perhaps
get stuck for the cost. Can you pleane ask him? At the worst I'11 be ydad to lend hin the
postcard sie prints I have. They are not good, are dusty, 1 presusc because the original
priuts are, but are not entirely incomprcheniible.
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On another pubjuet, my bird whooe eaje is not gilded has provided snother croumple of
his innate in ptuesse Ue had $old we that he waz going to yget we souc exposed film that
in time I might be abl. to use to recoup souc of uhat he hud cost tee I regarded tide as
a rather touching siwm of ap reeiastion mnd concerne He appears to Leve chunged lis wind
about the ultimate use. Zub ho has fotbfen the film to tece By lade In the typical wlitdinun
can i vldch 3%ma cassettes arce packageds BUT, he has labelled it not to be opened, znd
ghalsin - indieates the ean has no cassette in it, Tor on shaking theru is no meitullic
sound, ile has lubelicd it with sufficient care not to have it accidently exposed to light.
But what he has not done is identify the film! Ineredible as it seoms, this did not ocours
to hifte It is film vith whieh I'11 hav. to stond during 211 the stages of procesuing. So,
not lmowings the kind, this is what will be required for seccurity:l'll have to thke it to
a fricad who processes color, in the event it is color. le'll molce arrangementu to process
what ordinarily he dovsn't, blacl: ! vhite, just in case it is b end v filu, And if it fuwrns
out to Le pusitive color film, he'll retwm it to the can and I'1L have the problem of
finding soucon: who procesces positive eolor film in whon I can huve sonw truste lothing
is oimple with that bird, egpecially not what can be so very sinple! I preswu: they are
personsl pictures, If I'd really hadl any interest in heving any, I bwd persdsclon to take
soite Lotore the closing oi the placc in wideh he then wase but I've ben amdous to avedid
the todnt of com creialisg end I diun't hove flash with ne, that iv, vhen I got the ouls.
‘wct is I can't aflom! a decent flash astachnent for ny lamiys Secour TL1000, uhdeh in ot
a bad camera. And in my subminerature Ataron, Japanese copy of t ¢ sdmox, vhich I ame for
souvenir sdcturcs for Lil only, I had slou filn (A5425), uhich precluded inside pixe I
suprose that it and vhen I po to sec him again, 1'1l have to borrow flask eguioment and
be readye. I hnve a good mapvort with th ormer keuper of the cage and it he spain fil s
that role, there shoulil be no problibls .

e Ulu-dope seguonce was goods The incceddble shdng i e Trnehility of the CLi to
legrn. They have made o prepublication besd@sellor of Leloy's bouks by the atbuntion they've
given it and Bl hueavy-haded ofiort at censorship. In blbis canuy vloe i ol ort ol
prior roestroint.

Lagt,



Odum pictures = Bud = Lwroth yo, tolu Jiu or Loth gfafrz

tont anl sesy had hadt an ordgi al interest i e aulire arnoLd bouis nesuler

tidag, lad condacted souwe Latorviews and 4 t ey are valid,  hes viable leads on Uouald
1n wexicos L sont a copr oif thw lono I gave you and heve womd that if there is s way
Lol ean belp b will, lic has a Tudl-tduo job, du ecploymeat of the past having oeon
apotty, aud has starsed a busines: of his ovn on the side. 1% siows sigis L succesr

80 im dootn t have the tise ho used to hived Iy you wans e To owlp dth The seds llua
got of prints and the declassiried wepilor roporte Lo bas € onu WL WL aever clasuifed,
bt I coulan't seid Mo fis one that wan then reniricieds Tou have it, wob is probubly
faoiliny sith ity for it wac Zaeluded in the 1970 deelassilications Hal's acorcss is

753 1/2 duriield aves, Uakland, Colifs 94610, A
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