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11/12/73
Dear Hr, Shepherd,

Your honesty, willingness and talking of time when you are busy with what has to
appear to be more promising are kindnesses I do appreciate. I en aware of the problem
you emphasize and othersyou have not even wentioncde I do not believe it or they are
the most serious. although fron Jour expericnce you probably believe the one is more
than enough,

1 would hgve written you tonight or tomorrow in sending what is enclosed and to
explain part. wife is nearing the end of the chapter than is really a part and
like each could be a separate book, "This Xs Your FBL," by L. Patrick “ray, Former
Director. That is enclosed end what should have been included jngtesd of the chapter,
Clues, which I intended to funk, as I did other of the earlier writing. When I reread
Clues after I have finished wiriting, if there is anything that should be included,
I'll then add it,

With the best of luck ruch of the first part will have to go. It was written
when there was a possibility of German publication and the representatives of that
publisher wanted some of those things. This is also trus of the chapter on the law
that preceeds or follows it. If that were to be retained, I think it should be in
an appendix of a new intraéduction. They wanted a much rore personaslized book than I
am writing and could write,

From here on, if as I presuze you will be when you receive this, you are busy,
skip it or let it wait until later, What I will be saying will, in time, become cloar
to you, I tiink, and the only immediate purpose k% can serve is remote, you may
speak to a publisher who may be interested.

First, organization. You are corrcct. Sa of today, when I have an opinion of
what will eventuate but am not esrtedn, I am uot at all certain of what the organization
should be. Events can influcnce this. I am aware that I am writing much more then
can be published, There are a nunbsr of reasonse So, I aw trying to compartmentalize
thewriﬁngtomheforeaayediﬂngandaliﬁ.mti.on. What size and kind of book any
publisher nay prefer I have no way of lmowing. So, I'm trying to address this as well
as what may yet happen and, because there isnomnomaemtmpub]imﬂon. trying
to make what I do not think will be made, a fairly comprehensive, contextual record
if only for history. This is going to be an enormous rough drafte Thus, I do permit
myself elight encouragement from your " strongest sympathy and interest," which I
take to be personal rather than professional. If you will be interested encugh to
persevere, perhaps in the end you may seo possibilities that You now do not. Unce
there was no prospect for an instant book, I saw no meaningful slternative to what I
am doing.

There is great fear about ali of this. The Jaworaki scandal is but one axanple,
There has been expogure. There is supvosed to be more. I have the UPI wire copy of
their first story. In most places it was sinply ignored, which to me means suppressed.
Saworsici has already lied sbout thise Saveral of the reporters I have bows Leo) s
have kept me posted,. I have collected more evidence, 1f I do not use it in this book
I will in one ¥ had to lay aside, Agent Uswald. I have about five chapters of it
fona- 00 de vith thia, 01 15 FIIGEG @ Frvdon of Tnfersation st o 58 oons

o My lowyer just left. It has become part of The Watergate story, thro ord,y
ﬁoﬁﬁ glsegs nbgut this a week ago today. This may seem confusing go ym_z., but if
you are interested I'1l send you a copy of what wa.file.-I drafted the ampluiz.xt A.ea.rly
this morning, he'll revise it tonight and file it in federal court in the morning.
Ford copyrighted and sold classified information (wrongly elassified '?ut still
claggified, as of Friday evening, when the Washington Post reporter I've been working
with checked it out) on Oswald as an agent, one of those things Jaworski covered up
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when he was the State of Texas' chief investigator in the JFK assessination. I've
Just sent the Poet a Jaworaki letter of iay 8, 1964 in which he ruports a deal with
the editor of one of the papers that printed a story offering to run a debunicing
story, disavowing the original stery (and the reporter doest!t work for luim wny sore,
either!). CIA and FEI both involved,

Back to orgshization? I am trying to write so that whatever hapoens, the writing
will be accurate, not regquiring of an editor what no editor can be expected to lmow,
In what you now have, all that has come to pass requires but one chenge. Segretti
denied one of the dirty tricks attributed to him. In about 500 pases, thie is not a
bad record. If Nixon resigns, is impeached, quits bocause he says he is sick and the
country requires a fresh, healthy, vigorous President, siages a military eoup or is
ousted by one, in these 500 pages there is no single word that will require changing,
Coping, nnd I think successfully, with a breaking story of the magnitude of thin one =
and believe ne, please, it will get more complicated as he gets more and more caught
up dmfds lics and erockedness, including on overuse of the memory hole = necessarily
makea for cther problems, one organizational. In attempting to coupartmentelize many
parts of the story, each of which could be a ssparste large book, what I am attempting
ik to maik: it possible for an editor to shift them around at some future time with no
major problen in rearraning and hopefully no more than & bit of literary connecctive
tissue to tiest it together. Meanwhile, although it is complicated by the inclusion &f
w20 the two chopters mentioned above, what I have atwmpted to do is to weave all the
different books into one with several things in mind: wmaking the incrediblc credibles
having it build, likezs a detective story; making the ubheard of comprehensibles laying
a fdundation for what will follow; keeping my options open while accomodating anything
thet can hopoeng delaying writing what will still break until it breckss and saving
the best for last. Lxcept for the fragment I roughed out when it was fresh in mind end
sent you long ago, you have seen alrost no mention of the CIA, There will not be room
in even an overly-long book for what I already have in hand, And Nixon is, personally
and directly involved in this story, the part not written. I do not meed more than I
have but while writing I am still collecting and I am again laying the foundation for
going into court on a civil action to get it. Nixon's is the bizgest name. There are
a nuuber of others also prominent - and very, very silent.

One of the complications I have to deal with is the whitewashing by the terrified
Senate. I am vorldng some in vhere it is relevant, as in the police~state part. Proge
sures may Toroe them to be more vigorous, to hide luss. They sigus, for example,
of going back to what I sent you, their deficlencies on Cox arstgoguglm. But I have
postponed that part of the writing, snd when I do it, 1t will no¥ have to be changed
other than an editor would change,

Once an instant book was out, my target was a book that could be editbd iato a
substantial work that could, with publisher willingness, appear with the Senate's
report, which will be a tinted whitewash. You have been honest in expressing your
opinion that it is beyond the capacity of any onc man. I believe that it is possible
with publisher willingness, which means also editing. And 1 believe it is possible,
after all that has been published, to have new, fresh and sensational content, Time
will tell, perhaps influcnced by your personal sympathy and interest,

And for these I egain thanks you.
Sincerely,

Barold Weisberg
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November 9, 1973

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 8
Frederick, Md. 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Thanks very much for yours of the 6th and the additional
chapter of your book that accompanied it.

I have been trying to read your material and to think
about it with the care it deserves in the midst of a
torrent of other pressing matters. I hope I can make

at least a little more progress with it over the weekend.

But please do not get your hopes up. What I have read
so far arouses my strongest sympathy and interest, but
it doesn't look to me in the least like a book. It just
isn't organized enough.

I have seen and heard nothing about Jaworski's CIA complication
to which you referred in your letter, and I am very curious
about that.
I'll try to get a line off to you early next week.

Sincerely yours,

Peter Shepherd
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