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Writing about Nixon or %he Watergate - and to write of one, inevitably, is to
write of the othery is like trying to w:l'_ita about an enormous spider-web that is
overlaid with myrhads sualler webs.Following a spoke soon leads to coinciding spokesf
that, though they come from different hubs, go the same way and serve the same purposes.
They become indistinguishable.
This present an organizational problem as the magnitude of the available material
provides a problem of recall. There are as many ways to put a Watergate book together
as there are spokes to the wheel of a spider's web.
The New Nixon is the 0ld Nixon who has profited from the workings of time, has
learned the lessons time teaches, and has accunulated the connections and relation-
ships requircd for the advancement of any politician and required more for a man such
as Richard Nixon is.
The pastuig prologue whth Kichard Nixon, too.
He is not a Yohn Kennedy, a.‘charismtic.man. a man of many and close friendships,
a pan whose devoiees were not all his political f;'iends. liixon is an alwost friendless
man whose following, sometimes intensely loyal, is loyel and does follow not because
of Richard Nixon the men but because of what they believe Richard liixon stands fors
This exotic fact is the single most common fact to emergs from the Ervin committee's
his people who were
hearings as it took testimony from idmmm involved in The Watergate. Even those reputedly
close to him were without a single warm mention of him, Without exception, all considered
what each undorstands lixon to stand for the object of his first loyalty.
The past that is moromfctheinomt prologue with Richard lixon is mksm sometimes
b4 _resent Jikh hin, souetimes part of The Watergates

The people who are part of his past and part oi The Watergate are tou namerous to
m.ntion except where the relationship has most meaning in the present. It is not only
people who are past and present, however. It is government agencies, like Congressional

comulttees and their members, and the intelligence and police forces, mostly the CIA and
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FBI, are past and present, as are nany co@mﬁm and their heads. Hixon's close
relations with the FOI begen the day he becume a freshman Congresuman, talkdng the seat
of Jerry Voorhis and his place on the UnAmerican Committes. e was intimately linked
with the CIA not later than his vice-presidencye

FBI and .CI.A men of the past are also part of the story of The Watergate. One of the
imx caught 'blu;cg?.ﬁé/m both FBI end CIA, Another of the convicted, Liddy, had been an
FHI man. Hont and all the Cubans had been CIA, one Martinez, as of the time of his
arrests

There is enother aluost mythical figure, French-Canadian son of a Maine grocer,
who has an odd and ti*billizdtﬁ.;trelationshipa with the Watergate arrestees, Richard
Hixon past and present, and the men so genersus wikiodksoommeyc to Nixon's brother,
Howard Hughes. Hughes was much more generous with Nixon tham with his brother.

It is not only Dietrick who saw Nixon for Hughes. This forwer FII man Robert
# liaheu (right) had access to Nixon for Hughes end serves Nixon well in the past
in one of Nixon's less-remembered times of crislse.

b

Maheu is a living storybock. He is part of a book, Howard ughes in lLas Vegas,
by Omar Garrison, who does not recount what followse That comes from other sources
none of widich put it together in their Watergate reporting. These include The Hew
Yok Tines (Waktace Turner and Tom Buckley), Zhe San *inacisco Chronicle, United
Press International (UPL), Yack Anderson, lewsweek, The Wall Street Yournsl,and
The \inghington Post's Sunday magazine, Potomac/ (written by Shelbery Coffee III,
then assistant editor, later editor).

When World War II was about to explode, laheu left Washougton Georgetown law
school to becoue an ¥BI agent. He left it in 1947 to get reich on the post-var booms
Tt didnft work out that way & he vent back to civilianized FEIing. The man from
whon he cadged space, Carmine Bellino, was & Kennedy man and today is chiel investi-
gator of the .rvin comuitiee.

from alimony to corporationa.
The detective business liaheu }mew,/ Gradualy he established a solid business.

An early client satisfied with his services was Ureek tycoon Stavros Miarchos, then
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with his erstwhile brother—in-law, Aristotle Onasis, now the husband of the former
Jacquelibe Kennedy. Putting the hex on an Unasis-Saudi Arabian contract for Nlarchos
had lMaheu on his way.

Closer to thhs than to FBI work is a deal haheu pulled for dichard Hixon, in
1957, when larold Stassen was running a "div.p Nixon" movegent in the “epublican Party.
The means he used has becoie popular with Hixon. It was & loaded poll designed to
ghow Mizon wa. a popular figube, Stassen has his own poll which yielded an qpmaite
result, Poll became very popular with liixon. 4 big hunk of The Watergate mizjr?'ggg;m
of it, had been stached away in the White House for pollinge 1t was actually used as
Watergate hush-money.

Other clients runged from top Washington lawyers, lilkc famed Edward Bennett
Williems, to the late Dominican dictator, Hafael Trujillo.

For a while laheu was the partner of andother former FUI man, Robert :'ing, who had
been liixon's administrative ascistant as vice president. Durdng: this perdod lHsheu got
to know Nixon' s successor administrative assistant, Hobert ¥4neh, later to hold
important positions in Nixon's first term as Presidents

vas e
Before liaheu .rsopered, one of his asuociates ifxix the late J'-ou Rugsell,

Congressional investigator and friend of licCord, for whom Russell also worked

mr occasionally. Russell also kmew lixon in his Undmerican days, when Rusecll

helped him on the Akger liss case on which Wixon built his own reputation.

Russell, whose father was a long-time FBI agunt, worked for Hoover for about 10 years.
when licCord felt his first lawyer, Yerald Alch, F.lee ailey's partner, was not
oursuing his interest with due diligence and suspect Nixon might be his secret client,
Ruseell introduced “cCord to a mutual friend, Yernard Fensterwald, Jr., who reised
licCord high bail and thereafter represented him. lcCord alone among that seven then

srated out of Jail.
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Russell died of a heart attack g Yuly 2, 1973, lle came close to being more

directly involved in Thy watergata.m—ﬁﬁlmc:ord listening post in the Homard
fiohnson motel just before the breake-in,

With his death, one of the yuestions to which Mahew will not give dircet answer
may never be answered, The rumor around Washington in those days was that he had some
CIL moneys

Not the first bug an varly job for ‘ﬁughes had to do with the pretty movie star
on whom f‘ughes' roving eye had settled, Jecan Peters, She was then married to Stuart
Cramer ILI, laheu kept Cramer under surveillance, there was a divorce and lirp. Cramer
became bra., Howard lughes.

By the time igheu went to work for Hughes full time, and not as a flatfoot but as
confidant and adviser, he had had some of the more fumous corporations as clients.

It is Maheu who masterminded lughes' Nevada operations{/ the estimated value of
which was $300,000,000 poﬁ""& years “ughes liked him well enought to pay him $500,000
and build a house worth that much for him to live in. Yealous iughes employees dubbed
it "Little Caesar's Palace," :

When Richard lixon was in the White touse, Maheu saw him for Hughes and was there
socially, at prayer breakfasts. This end of the connection Maheu didn)t mind talking
abouts

Whether or not the CIA had helped linheu get his detective business started, he
tried to do it a favoks. In Jenuary and February 1971 Jack Anderson wrote three columns
alleging a CLi attmept to kill Castro in which Maheu figured. Then CIA dircctor Yohn
lMoCone vigorously denied any such plot but two CIA operatives confirmed knowing the
man Maheu produced to pull the joh, a fma.r dashing “ollywood mob figure John loselli.
Romsselli, born Filippo Sacco, had been a henchman of Willie Bioff, pﬁominnnt gangland
figure, He was also an afficionado of starlets. The Roselli plot, which didn't work,
involved a slo =-working and not easily detected that was to have been fed Lastro by

his chef.

There has been a rwior that has no substantiation to the efiect that Hobert Kennedy
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wap involved in such a plot that backfired and got John Kennedy assassinated. Une
consequence of the JIK assassination is that Richard Nixon's election became possible,
In the course of checldng the Haheu-Roselli story out, Anderson spoke to former
“lorida Senator George Smwkt Smathers, friend of JFK, Richard ixon and Bebe lebozo,
lixon's closest chum. Just before he wa. killed, JFK fm gave Sumh Smathers to under—
stand that he believed the CIA was behind the ascassinations of two kiidwmt dictators,
Trujillo and Sputh Viet lam's Diem, and of Diem's secret-police chief brother, Lihu,
“ughes was alvays ualdng business friends l:thﬂéattmg into fights with them. One
of these foruer friends, now an enemy with a g?r')oo,ooo suit filed against dughes, is

a lawyer turned publisher becowe millionaire, Hank Greenspun of the Las Vegas Sun,
In their frieudly days, Ureenspun gold Hughes his Columbia Broadeasting Sustem—affliaited

KLAS-TV for $4,000,000.

Hughes' name was brought into The Watergate story by leCord when he testified
before the Ervin committee. In order to finish up with lughes it is necessary to
anticipate this part of the story, another Hixonian operation lilke The Watergate
brealdm~in, a burglarizing of Greenspun's four-—ffmt by four-foot sat'e in his private

office. Directly over this light-green pafe hangs an autographed picture of Kixon,

Greenspun supported Nixon.In 1972 he also made what he deucribes as "a substantial
\fontnbution" to ixon's canpaign.

v wanted, including vomen, Mugher apparen thoug
he-could—buy & president, tooe laheu was his man, Jixom the prosidents

iunt and Liddy worked for Uixon, They werc both part of his ulaborate plan for

douestic spying that later will interest us. From them licCord testifiec that he learned
of their plan to steal from Greenspun's safe what he sald he remembered as hot documents
reflecting on several potential lemocratic candidatesylicCord quoted Liddy as saying
thet after the heiast, those who pulled it "would go directly to en airport near Las
Vegas, where a Howard luches plane would We standing by to fly the team directly im

into a Upntral American country."



The committec seomed to show remarkably little interest in this disclosure, It
was clearly within tho purview of the committee's function, which inecluded investi-
@gatlon of the entire ¥u election and porticularly all the dirty-works of the special
private spy outfit Nixon had set up within the Vhite lause, Checldn; it out would have
been child's play, no real work for aporentice investigators. If these men went to Las
Vegan, there would Le airline regords and thepe would be expenses accounts. Once licCord
on lay 22, 1973
said it,/the comdittee dropped it.

4s soun as ileCord said it aw. the wire-services reported it, Hank Greenspun had
his say.

TOMABEEXX, He had no secret documents reflecting on Lemocratie candidates,
bothing not public, nothing that hed to be kept in so large a safe.

He did have hundreds of Howard Hughes' signed, personal memorandums,

Initially, he declined to give more than a general description of some. Before
licCord's disclosure, in fact, before Liddy told FcCord of the plan, Greenspun and Hughes

had had a falling out and there h d been an upheaval within the xox Hughes empire and

g avlecade, 7‘44-%—-—.‘
the aging recluse had been spirited out of his secret hideawayﬁ—ﬁhﬂ—tep—ef—tﬁgaa-
Z ' Aeeens Doy, .

"Contzal imerican cowntry.'(Gresnspunds large suit against Hughes had been filed, as
had others totalling closu tq 3500,000,000. laheu, ousted in that unheaval, had filed
against Hughes jointly with Greenspun in one of these suits.

Uver the years as he has erected his va t enpire, “ughes had been in trouble with
the anti-truet division of the Department of Justice. The best known of theae cases is
the one in which he lost control of Trans-World #drliness

In reaction to lcCord's testimony, Greenspun let it be known that some of the
lughes memos dealt with Hughes' contacts with the anti-trust division, Greenspun then
declined to go into details. e did say,"it will come ouguzn/time" and "I'1l go to the
can | jail] for 1ife rather than surrender those documents, "

"Hughes," He added," would glve anything to get his hands on them. That's why a

ftughas plane was involved and why HeCord testified its destination was to be m Latin
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American country. bughes was in Nacaragua at the time of the attempted break-in."”

Here Ureenspun was confirming HeCord, daying that there had been an attempt to
burglerize his safe. Knowing this and that one of Ant's Cubenos was a locksmith, the
committee did not then pursue the matters lNor was it prodded into an im.ediate reaction
by the strength of Grecnspun's reaction. le Found it "eatasprobhically disturbing that
nthe forces of the federal government were enployed to serve the private interests of
Howard HBughes." To this the crusading published who had exposed much scandal added a
provocative comuent that geemed o be a challenge to the cormittee that was investlga—
ting the election and particulsrly the illegel use of vast sums of secret money in i%,
I am coupletely disillusioned by the thought that they | his Hughes documents] may
have been turned over to to a massive political contributors"

Grecnspun did not let this new charge stand as a gencrality. le added specifics
he attributed to "the highest authority", that Hughea' large contribution to the 1972
campaign had been handled by RobertF:Bennett. son of the former ultra-conservative
Senator from Utah, Wallace F. Bennett.

Wheels within wheels agmin. Dennett was president of the Washington public relations
agency, Robert R. Mullen & Cp. Confronted with Greenspun's charge, Bennett had no choice

but to confirm it and his relationship to Hughes. He represented Hughes in Washington and

'y d‘
h" ‘/ %hc contributiori)m of $100,000.

But,not only did Bennett and lullen represent Hughes, he represented Nixon, tooe

Involved in all of this was the kullen vice president, none other than liixon's super—

spook, L. Hoard Hunt!

If our wheels do not revolve slowly they will mske 4racks that can't be followeds
now
On Hullen, Bemnett lunt and the secret committees, let them/turn enough to lay out the
Hughes track. Later they will lead into the tihite House and to llixon all over again,

with tracks that are of other criminal activitye. These tracks will also lead to the Cli.
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Therc was Imkxaxwkmgke error in licCord's testimony that "Gordon Liddy told we in

February 1972 that he, too, had handled a Howard Hughesm campaign check, a donation to
[Nixon's| 1972 campeign." Hughes had, in fact, made numerous contributions of §3,000
each, a figure couwconly used to circumvent the law and brought all the fronts comuittees
into existence., Bach liixon committee could get a $3,000 contribution without breaching
tye lawe We shall come to the case of a aingle man who gave a total of $7,000,000 in
both of Nixon's successful campaigne and got more than personal satisfaction from ite

Interviewed after Greenspun sounded off, Bennett seid he had given the Republicans
these checks totalling $100,000 "i.. the first weekk of November." llowever, the books of
the “epublican fronts for the period ending January 31, 1973, show Hughes checks for
$3,000 each dated after the first week of “ovember, from liovember 14 through November 28.

Had there been an attempt to break into Greenspun's safe at the time McCord indicated?
According to Ureenspun there had been, lie could not give the exact date but the did provide

September. This
the approximate time, It was while he was on vacation,{wiimk would seem to indicate that
Nixon's superspooks' information was betiter than their burglary.

Knowing liughes and the value of his hoard of Hughes' files, Greenspun says, "I had
tﬁtahy prepare," Ye had had a heavy metal plate welded to his office door "and double
locks." After this he did the wisest thing of sll,He "moved the hughes documents to
another location,"

Had #ox Yunt and Liddy and their boyos not left Washington, they would not have
had to jimuy the window of Greenspun's office, leaving marks on the aluminum sill that
is hidden by heavy curtains, and Greenspun's safe wound not be marred by the maik of
heavy toolse

Greenspun is s sharp character. Were he not, he'd not have parlayed a $1,000 down
payment on the strikebound Sun in 1950 into the fortune he now controls. He knew more
than he said. He knew that Howard “ughes was not alone in wantinguto retrieve those files.

Three weeks after HcCord's testimony and Greenspun's response to it he was again
locked in legul battle, this time with Nixon's Llnternal fevenue Service. UPL reported

from Las Vagas on June 11, 197%, that Creenspun had that day "filed a motion with U.S.

Y
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District Court secking to quash a subpena served by the I.:R.S. that ordered him to
furn over to the government newspaper documents on llughes....Two agents of the IR3
ghowed up at Greenspun's office iay 23, the day after a select Jenate & comdttee

was told of a plot to break into the publisher's office safe."

To this UPI added what turns out to be an accurate description of those files
but onc not carried in any paper I saw:

"Greenspun told a news conference that same day |May 22] that he had cocuments
that showed Hughes 'game plan" for electing the President, senators and other
politicians."

White House concern over the dughes affair did not become public until laters
On Friday morning, August 10, 1973, the entire top of Ihe Washingtop Post's front
page carried the headline,"VWhite liouse Had Agencies Spy on Political #ivals." This
was another in the series of sensational stories for which Bob Woodward and Varl “ern~
gtein had already won the +fulitzer Prize., The agencies used, in additilm to IRS,
included the Secret Service and the FBI and the Departments of Commerce, Justice,
Uefense and Interior. The Post's source was "24 classified memos" an unidentified
source had shown it.

Four of these "eyes only" White House secrets dealt with Nixzon's attempt to
discredit Lawrence O'Brieng the Vemocratic chairman, 0'Brien had served in the
Kennedy and Yohnson cabinets. Thereafter he bad had his own public-relations agencye

Charles Colson, as Nixonls "Special Bounsel", was really his chief of the dirtiest
dirty-works.John Wesley Yean III was "Counsel to the President. Haldeman wus Nixon's
chief of staff and closest counsellors John J. Caulfield is a former liew York detective
who was a Nixon espionage operator with ambition that, as he pushed it, led him to &
highit Lreasury post for which he was forced to resign during The Watergate exposures.
Regariiless of what high-sounding titles these and others held, their chief function
during lixon's first term secms not to have beun to help him run the government. Rather
domm they appear to be part of the re-election campaign he bagn upon inauguration.

The June 28, 1971 memo to linldeman, written before the attupt to steal the

A
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contents of Greenspun's Bafe, ignored the wise counsel of an earlier one, wrrittben
W\

to Yean by “aulfield February 1. “ean fold Haldenan), "You and Chuck Colson should
e —
get together and come up with a way to leak the apuorpriate informetion" about U'Brien
ha ing an annual retainer from Hughes, Haldeman attributed the information to “‘ebozo
and Yennett. He cautioned,"We should keep Bob Bennett and Bebe out of it at all costs."

With Nixon's closeness to and indebtedness to Hughes and with the $205,000 deal
long since public, how remariable it is that laldemsn and others close to lilxon
regarded and e.pected the press and the people to regard 0'Brien's legitimate
worldnyg for lHughes as reprehensible, as something that would smear himl

Spy Caulfield's warning to Vean was,"Forced embarrassment of O'Brien in this
matter might well shake loose yepublican skeletons from the closet. smong those
he mentioned none indicate that the contents of the Greenspun sa;zrs‘:h;:n known to the
Nixon's personal spies on the public payroll?

"I" tlds conuection, it should be remembered that Don Mixon visited the Domindcan

Republi® with a group of wheeler dealers in September 1969 who aasertedly were connected
with" .

Hughes, and, e

"Former MAGASEMAXKEDNE Rep, Pat Hillings has long been on the payroll of lughes
x in a public relations capacity."

Hillings had been a Republican Congressman from Californiae

{These Nixon operatives did not deceive themselves, not did they avoid blunt and
colorful self-description when they never expected their language or their operations
to be lmown, Inx an aApril 6, 1972 memo to Colson, “can recommended that an effort to
smear O'Brien over an allegation that O'Brien has some involvement in the leasing
arrangementa for the then new Deoartment of Yransportation building be scratched.
His counterpart to Caulfield's "skeletons from the closet" was,"raising the iscsue
mightiopen Pandora's box." 0'Brien labelled these allegations of some unspecified
impropriety "pure garbage". “e also said that when ho took the Hughes account, he
announced it publicly."

laheu was a much better operator than Hixon's publicly-paid mixture of professional

spoocks and political arrangers and re-arrangers. when he was foreed out of his key

A



ki A A g — g it i & Widadets " e AL AL A 0 S e i
- YA T ot ) i L0, LA i i

110

spot in Hughes' Nevada fiefdom of the empire and his "Little Caesar's Palnce®, this
former FBI nan, former private detective and int.inational panipulator was well
prepared. Indeed, he had to be, for aligned against him were the executives of
the foundation of the empire, louston, Uixas based Hughes Yool Compnay end schagmeex

an army of lawyers
% mEnycprustigreus rmexfixum headed by Maxwell Cox, partner in lavis and Lox, of

SETeT S

New York Citye.
There ensued a bigzarre struggle. Hughes was a billionaire. The word was spread

that “ughes had been billeed in real-esate aud other deals and by "skimming® and

"scamming." ("S5 " is raking off gaming-table profits to avoid paying taxes on
g them, Hughes' political contributions is believed to have come from the skim of which
a he was not robbes. "Skamming" is employee dishonesty, embegzlenment and theft by casino
S and hotel employees.)

When the Hughes Tool side had to produce authentication of an order or dimective

from Hughes, it never produced him in person. The rumor that he was dead was not
J dispelled until Clifford Irving eounterfeited an "autobiography", Then Hughes's voice
was produced on tapc and identified as his voice -by those who knew hims Un nationwide

TV, a now kind of spectacular. The lawyers and managers used as proof of llughes wishes

SR | At

S

anything from tulephone calls to his fingerprints on paper.

On HMaheu side, he seems to have been prepared for anything. ke once caught

3 Ll S

gugnea' sgents with his garbage! They arranged for the garbage collectors to keep it
separate. They then bought it from the garbagemen in search of evidence against liaheue

Haheu's son Yeter is one of the sources of the report that liughes had stopped
cutting his hair and finger—and toenails.

4% one point Peter, unother of the many FBI men who had worlked for ihaheu, Dean

Elson, and Doug Priest, captain of laheu's yacht, Alouette II plannned to xm "rescue"
Hushes, by sea, from alleged Behamian captivity. +rovocatively if perhaps weaninglessly,
ligheu had the yacht based at Newport “cach, Yalifprnia, which is the home port of Herbert
Kalmbach. He is

the man who for years - until he was caught up in the payment of Watergate hushmoney-

was liixon's personal lawyer,
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Of all of ligheu's fureg.ght, nothing seems to have been as providential as his
Iolding on to what Hewsweek in ita issue of August 14, 1972, without any refercnce to
The Watergate, describes as "a sheaf of 100 memos from lughes to Maheu."

Without doubt it is copies of these, not dirt on lemocrats, that ti.e ﬁunt—hiddy
bagmen were after in their September 1971 assault on the aluminum windowsill and heavy
drapes before they got to Greenspun's prem light green safe.

Had that stuff been used in the canpaign, where The Watergate seems to have made
no difference, this could have.

Having bought almost everything elsc he ever wanted, including beautiful women,
Hughes thought he could buy the presidente There was little in his longtime experiences
on many lower levels to discourage belief or chill hope, Hughes had plundered the
federal treasury{ the best- known case is of the World's largest §arp1mw of Viorld
War II, a hugh wooden plying boat) and sdmt a virtusl mortgage on lNevada's government,by
controlliing iumportant politicians, as great wealth facilitates aﬁd limiless gall enables.

liixon was the President Hughes thought he could buye beheu was his agente

Had the white House bagmen stayed in Washingbon, as vYeck inderson did, they'd
have ¥k captured some exiticfhgginesiomey handwritten Hughesimoax memorabilia that
lixon would have preferred not get into court or auy other public use beforethe election.

Hughes sent liaheu to Hixon "as my special confidential emissary" with a farch
14,1968 scrawling - this was long bofore liixon's first election = with an offer to help
him run "under our sponsorship and supervision." He followed this up with 3100,060 from
the slkdm of which hu had not becn robbed, delivered by casino operator Itichard Danner.
In cash, naturally.
owned

It didn&t make much difference to Hughes who was president ad long as he et him,
Fixer laheu was directedaatoo?s;{ the word" to Nixon's rival, bwiphrey, "that we will
Zive hin immediately full, uwnlimited support for his compaign" if Humphrey would use
s influence as vice president to get nuclear testing in liaveda stopped. (Lmphasis
Hughes.Jughes worried about the adverse ei:ect on “evada's major industryx,tourdsm,

of thesc nuclear explosionse Discouraging tourism cost “ughes money frow his casino and

A
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hotel operations.)

fughes looked ahoad, “e had lovada's Governor Paul Laxalt in mind to be Eresident
after llizxon. lle said this in the same memo,

"] feel therc is a really valid possibility of a lepublican victory this year.

If it could be realized under our sponcorship and supervision every inch of the way,
then we would be able to follow with “axalt as our next candidata."

Laxalt had othern.ideas. He retired from politics. “ughes belicved that Laxaly
radiated a Kennedy-like charisma with which he could have ridden to that Ureat White
Corral in Washingtons

ihis Haheu-Greenspun treasure in “ughes paper also disclosed “ughes bolief that
he controlled other politicians and influenced othersy beglnning with both Kevadsa
genators, loward Cannon and Alan Sible (right). In his June 28, 1968 report to tughes
Maheu wrote,"

"Howard Bannon cilled me this afternoon to inform that he and Senator Bible
have been told all day long = by fellow #enato_ra - that they can depend on full support
and assistance in sustaining their position that we obtain the Stardust...George
Frankling (right) and Laxalt...are both ready to challenge the Justice Lepartment
gingle-handedly."

Frankling wasximomx district attorney of Las Vegas.

In playing the other side of mcomoxx his behind-the-scenes road to the White

House, via Humphrey, “ughes wrote Maheu that

"eoedf he will just take this one on for us.sel leave this whole campaign in your
hands. I am sure you should personally go to the Whiite lbuaa after we have obtained the
90-day delay | in nuclear detonations| and endeavor to #ell the President |LBJ] on a
permanent policy | against further explosions]. I an sure H.H.H. would be glad to go
with you and set up this appointments"

Be got J

Hore than the $100,000/in skinm from the Silver Slipper, a personal property
rather than a lughes corporation, so there was no incriminating corporate record,
troubled liixon. lore than Yon Nixon's junket with those "wheeler—dealers". hu-re than
that $205,000 for one big Nixonburger bite,too.

HcCord's reference to Hughes and Ureenspun opened up another can of worms.

As The Watorgate story dribbled out, it involved all the higher echelons of
official justice, including the attorney General, Hichard Kleindienst, L. Pattick CGray,

acting director of the FBI and a number subordinate to thems They both resigned under

e
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pressure and as embarrassed as public officiale capeble of the emotion can be. Al though
he resisted it until the last minute, in order to get the Senate's agreement to his
next nominec as Attorney Weneral, Elliott Richardson, Nison finally had to agree to
apyointment of a special prosecutor to handle Bhe Watergate cames at least theordétically
free of Richardson's control. After much agonizing and a flood of leaks relating to
candidates under consideration, Richardson appointed Harvard law professor Archibald
Coxe Cox had been Solicitor General in the Department of Justice in the Kennedy and
Johnson administrationse

Archibald is Haxwell's brothers In his llay 22 press confcrence, Greenspun mam
did what the press had not, noted that Davis and Cox represent Hughes ¢ stk
Archibald of the Coxes thus was in the position of investigating Hughes while brother

Hax defended Yughes against that investigation, perhaps ageinst criminel charges it

could produces

Archibald Cox's acceptance of this unprecedented responsibility was announced by
Richardson lay 18, four days before liclord was responaivle for the obvious question of

conflicting interests Greenspun raised, &

Cox spent the entire day before McCord's testimony, may 21, testifying beforc the Senate
Judiciary Commdttee, He assured the Senators he would be fiercely independent and would
take charge of the entire, enormous and wide-spread investigation #730 seconds" after
confirmations

"You will not have any compunctions in pursuing the trail of any federal crime?...
if that trail should lead, heqven forbid, to the oval office of the White House itself?"
Senator Robert C. Byrd, Weat Virginia Democrat and his party's assistant leader in the
Senate askeds

"I can promise," Cox assurcd the Scnate and the country,"Wherever that trail
may leads"

The trail had the possibility of leading to Richardson, too, because by then it

was known that only 11 days carlier he had been consulted by another of Nixon's spymaster

A
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It was
White louse staffers who thereupon executed an afiidavit.twdm filed with the court

in the Ellsberg case in which he assumed full responeibility for that series of
crimes and totally exculpated Nixon and others next to him in the White Housce

The Ellsberg fimsco will tax our nostrils later, Cox's Essurances to the Senate
breezed the confirmations throughs.

The Log Angeles Times asked Cox about Greenspun's imputation of conflict of
interest the afternoon Urenspun made ite Cox scoffed at the notion while conceding
that developments could compel him to "isolate" himself from some parts ol the
investigation keim because of .ax's connections with Lughes.

In 1965, hen Archibald Cox was solieitor general, he had. to disqualify himself
frow the supercolassal anti-trust case over Trans-World Airlines because Max was on
that case., Lespite this he said,"Max's activities Leic] never entered my head." He
added,"I don;: offhand see any problem, If there wns eny question, I;d have to
think of how to deal with it so people lmow it's being handled right down the middle,"

The Nixon-llughes connection was well known, apperently to everyone except the

. he also had to have been
special prosecutorswimy If had hadn't read the papers e utterly oblivious of all

: campaign
fact about Nixin the year JPK beat him and Cox was on Kennedy's/staff.

Victor Navasky, blographer of Robert Kennedy, who had been John's Attorney CGeneral
when Cox was his subordinate, intimates that when they had the need the Kennedy brothers
could get Cox to argue hinself into positions he really disagreed withe And in The Malkinge
of the President, 3§ 1960, Theodore White notes that Yohn "Kennedy had one failure in
organizing the intellectusl 'feed' to his campui@,; his academic team of speech wﬁtem
headed by Professor Archibald Cex, proved unable to establish authority over the hurly-

roving
burley of the/campaign,,."

Cox's academic and legal credentisls are impeccables But when so gross and welle
publicized a conflict of interest "never entered" his "head", not even after he had had
to disquelify himself in onc of the largest anti-trust smsliﬁg a/cataloguc of legal
enormities; when he could be talked into tallding himself into what he roally opposed;

and when he "proved unable to establish authority" over a much smaller staff in an



incomparbly smeller endeavor, on without ® spproxmation to the historically and legal
unprecedent resonsibilities he assumed as specisl Watergate progecutor; should one not
precisely-accurate liizon

vonder if the mmm# intelligence operation that ylelded knowledge of the secret contents
of Hank Greenspun's safe had not in some way found and planted the idea of selecting
Archibald Coxe

ch ;

of the foregoing-except was public Jnowledge

before Cox was selected. 1t didnht encoyrage him to decline, or to let the Senators and

the country lmow? It "never entered my head"?

Can one return to the Old Nixon without wondering what else might Enever
enter" Cox's head? Or without qualms about how znd why he got the job? If he
assumed it with the acimowledgement that he might have to "isolate" himself from
major parts of it? '
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