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Dear Al, 3/25/75

There is a name I'd approciate youy checking out for me at the library when
you have time, Not an emergency, so don t go to too much trouble. Make it when it is
easiest for you. I811 explain, 2

On February 27,1975, an Anne Reid Ober died near Washington. She was the widow
of Harold Ober, who founded a New York literary agency. She was 85, The agency's
address is 40 East 49,

Both Harold and Anne were in their way famous long ago, from the authors
represented by that agency, fpox her having been a magazine editor before World
War 1, etc. They were married after that war. He died in 1959, Thy had two children
of whom I know, Richard and Nathaniel, My interest is in Richerd and thet is the
part 1'd apgreciate your checldng out, )

The obltuary in 1959 should &ive the survivors Harold left, something avout the
agency and maybs something about some of the sUrvivors.

It may not be fruitful, but cheeking the index, if it gives births, may show
when Richard was born to the Obers,

Richard may not be listed in Who's Who but Harold and Anne should be,

I don't lmow when LMP was begun, but it also should be checked under Ober to
see if Rich,rd ever worked for the literary agency. It would not likely be befors
1940 from when theg wers married.

Richard probably won't be listed in the New York Times index on this, but the
years for the Vietnam war should be checked, I'd say beginning 1960, to see if he
is mentioned. He may have been the CIA's expert on what they call terrorism,

To put this another way, there was a Richard Ober who had this function. The
question is is he the Richard Ober who was Harold and Anne's son?

This means thatifthesearabutoneman-a.ndmrethnnonemncanhavethe
Samé name - proving that they are one man, nct two differcnt ones.

*It would be 2 zood idea *o check the Thmes index under Rlchard beginninz about
1940, although hs then may have been a bit young.to have appeared in th: news. It
would be good to check Rishard and Harold in Who's Who beginning about then, However,
if I were to play a hunch I'd say that TUATREY
Richard may have stayed in some intelligsnce role from World War II, I donlt oy,
Jjust a hunch, But it is not impossible that he began as say & writer and got

interested in being a spock.

He is mentioned as a witness before the Rockefeller Commission in February
and as having resigned in the Angleton rart of the CIA scandal 4n early January.,

I have those stories so don't make copies of them,

If you ean take the time, when you check LMP for the Obew agsney, it would be
2 good idea it list all names concected with it by year. They way come and go but
soue of them, if this suspicion has any basis, ray fit elsevheve,

There is little new here except that Lil's period of hardest work will last
only three more weoks and that + have obtained something very important about which
I mm:.t now say anything. I think you 11 know about it before too long. Until that
I can % day anything, and although 1 can t expect honesty, L have been promised wore
that T've been trying to get.

I think I told you I was in HYC Just long enough to tape & Black Journal show
aired last week and that when I had a chence to phone nobody answered.

Best to everyone,

and thanls »



ey

4

_n m_ - Friday, Feb, 28,1975

-~

.Ew.m ﬂbmmHZQHOZ POST

JAnne ﬁoE meﬂ. wm.
widow of Harold Ober,
founder of the New York Tit-
erary agency that bears his
name, died s.nnuunmw at the
mammuw Hollow Manor Nurs-
ing Home wuam after a long
ilfness. " .

Born in Zmi Nonw City,

editors ~ of the  magazine,
Stuburban Life, which she
left ‘to joint the’ bﬁmﬁ.umn

n& Cross E soab War
1.

She met her hugpand in
Paris, where he was direct-

ing a Red Cross project, and

' they were married after the
war in ‘New York  City. mm
_died in 1959.

. Mrs. Ober, was oﬂmemﬂum first © For. many years, they lived

in a converted farmhouse in

Scarsdale, N.Y., which be-

came a mecca for such .au-
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thors -as sz_mﬁum UuEwE.
Bowen, William Faulkner,
Walter mgcunm and Philip.
Wylie. -

Fitzgerald left the East
Coast to work in Hollywood in
the late 1930s, Mrss Ober
“adopted” his nwﬁm&ﬁﬁ now
‘Scottie  Smith, who re

mained on the East Coast.
Mrs. Ober also-kept up-a
ﬂcmm w._nnnmEv with Eu
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When. the late F. mnoﬁ )

smm. the / —B,.m Zelda Fitzger-
ald. Shé preserved the -cor-
respondence between TFitz-
gerald and Ober, which was
edited by Matthew Brucco

.and published in 1972 under
the a&m. “As H<mn Scott

E.ﬂ.ﬂ " _
For Emzw years, Ewm
Ober raised Briards, a vari-

ety of a French sheep dog, |

and was frequently a judge
at-dog mwosm
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Smmgmmﬁmu OoEuG Wmm
Owomm in New WS.F Demo-

_B.»ma Party wwmanu .iunm with
" the USO in World aa. HH ,

She is' survived by ?so.
sons, Richard, of ﬂumwgm i
ton, and Nathaniel, of Ami-.

- tyville, N.Y.; a sister, mﬁau

Good, and a brother, ' Gra-
ham Reid, both of UmEBﬂ.
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Herewith what we've able to find on Richard Ober in more than

three hours of rummaging. He is not listed in Who's Who in America
for 1974-75. What we've found is not much, but should enable
you to search your own files with less wasted effort.

WXPost for 9Jan75 carries a Jack Anderson column on CIA files
on citizens mentioning Ober as the CIA's anti-terrorist expert.
You should have that, so we did not copy for you.

Hersh's initial story on the name lists was in the NYTimes
for 22Dec?74 and could have named Ober, but this was a Sunday
issue which we don't havei

What we've found seems to make it clear that Richard Ober
was shifted from CIA to NSA, as you note. However, this doesn't
mean he's necessarily the son of Harold. In Who's Who I found
an Ober (not a Harold Ober, but I can't recall the first name)
who is a very old man, a retired Baltimore lawyer who appears
to be a right winger, and who has two sons, one named Richard
F. I tried to copy this page at the Library but couldn't
get the copier to work and had to give it up. Anyway, it ===sms
seems there is a good chance of two Richards.

jdw 18mar?75
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‘Confirmation’ of
CIA List Story

Washington

- A Justice Department do-
mestic intelligence unit pro-
vided the Central Intelli-
gence Agency with names of
9000 to 10,000 U.S, radicals
in 1970, a Justice

ment official conﬂrmodlut
night.

James T. Devine, uow'.
with Justice’s Law Enforce-

ment Assistance Adminis--

tration, said the names of
domestic radicals were pro-
vided to the CIA with a re-
quest that the spy agency in-
crease it s surveillance of
fiiese people while they were
on trips abroad. .

It could not be learmed
whether the names supplied
by the Justice Department
wera the same ones men-
ioned in a recent New York
Times story alleging that
ihe CIA condueted illegal do-
mestic  surveillance on
snii-war activists and had
‘e names of 10,000 Ameri-
cans in its files.

Devine said he supplied
ihe. names -while he was
head of the Interagency Do-
mestic Intellifence Unit in
the Justice Department. Ho
zaid he gave t.hemuté_&i_c%

ard Ober, a senior officer
FHETCIA'S  counterintel-
iigenes divison. The Times

nanted Ober and his supervi-

sor, James J. Angleton, as
managers of the CIA'z al-
leged domestic surveillance
pTORTSmM.

W?\‘inc said the namss in-

ided  menchers of the
"'- k. Fantliers, the Weath-
rmen, the Sindents for a

lemacratic Soctely, some
ab o '“u zations and oth-
er Moy Lefl groups:

Mo nanes had been com-
i L7 the P‘Hl as part of

*s monitoring of domestic
demonstrators: and vio-
lence-prone radicals, as well
as in investigations of anti-
riot violations and threats
against government person-
.n:ild- and property, Devine

‘Qllihafewdtbemwm

to increase their coverage of
them there 1o see who they

. were meeting, .what they

were planning, whether they'
were getting foreign training
in' sabotage and other for-
eign support.”

The CIA rq;iort.sou foreign

petivity - were channeled

‘back to the FBI, Devine

said.

Two sources said
hadhmslmh%“‘

whether domestic radicdls
were being supported or in-
fluenced by foreign powers,
they said.

This report concluded that
there was no evidence to
support that belief, but
Johngon administration offi-
ciais were reluctant to ac-
cept it, these sources said.

The analysis job was then
given to in coumberin-
telligence™ and additional
manpower was shifted into
his office, they said. Ons
source said he may have
had as many as 50 people
working for him.

“But we never did [ind
any nhard evidence of foreign
support or [inancing for
these domestic radicals,”
one source said.

Associated Pross
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Rockefeller Probe
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FBI-CIA Relationship

Washington

Vice President Nelson
Rockefeller said yesterday
the relationship between the
CIA and the FBI is “part of

the total picture” of his .

commission’s - investigation
into charges that the intelli-
gence agency spied illegally

. on Americans,
. But talking with reporters
. after the commission's
. fourth weekly meeting,
, Rockefeller would not go
into detail abbut what he
termed ‘“‘the delicate bal-
't ance” between the FBI and

WASHING?ON. Feb 3 (AP)y—!
Vice President Rockefeller said
today that his commission’s in-' _
vestigation of alleged domestic
spying by the Central Intellis

gence 'Agency - might uire
more .tha‘m the ee-r:1qonth
period set by President Ford.

Speaking to reporters at the
end of the commission's fourth
weekly meeting, Mr. Rockefeller|
said “we'll do our best” to
complete the inquiry by wApril,|
but added that “we may have
to ask for additional time.*

The panel heard fu e.rtesti-
mony ‘from ‘who
rte coun-

j once re

irector, illam E.
Colbv. has conceded kept files
on 10,000 American citizens.
Mr. Rockefeller described Mr,
Ober as the “former chief of the
special operations group of
C.ILA." but refused to discuss
|Mr. Ober's testxmony
Mr. Ober,' now on the staff
of the Natxonal Security Coun-
cil, again declined to wake any
rters; It was
is second appearance before
‘the Rockefeller commission.

Earlier, the commission heard
from. Lyman B. Kirkpatrick Jr.,;
rnrmerly No. 3 man at Ll"e'

tgency and now a professor of
political science at Brown Uni-
verstty .

the CIA,

Rockefeller was quoied
earlier as telling a private
Republican fund-raising
cocktail party in New Jersey
that the CIA became in-
volved in domestic activities
after FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover refused to carry out
investigations requested by
the White House.

“The question of the CIA
and the FBI has been part of

this total picture because

one is international and the
other national,” Rockefeller
said. “Ther¢ is a very deli-

Ober testified
at closed
hearings
27 Jan T5.
NYT 28 Jan 75
( story has no
. further details
on Ober)

B
>t wweon

of ejti-
the na-

cate bzalanes hore
protecting the cishitle
zens and protocting
tional security

Asked to nlaborate. he |
said “that question will be
discussed fully in our final |
report.” |

Rockefeller said that in
the commission’s initial fou
meetings i had af_qu:red
clear picture of this zwt.e %
%ﬂ ‘panel, " appointed by

dent Ferd to iavest-
gate reports of domestic
spying by the CIA. has hired
seven investigators who will |
interview witnesses prior to
their appearance, he said.

The commission yesterday
called Lyman B. Kirkpal-
rick Jr., who retired in 1385
as exedutive director-
comptrolier of the CIA,

Kirkpatrick, now a Browa
University political science
teacher,; had worked with
the CIA from its founding in
1947.

Kirkpatrick testified for
mlpa& hours and was

- followed .8
former CIA official now
a director of intelligence co-
ordination for the National
Security Council. It was

s sef'und appearance

commission,

Rockefeller sald he did not
know why former California
Governor Ronald Reagan
has missed thres of the four
commission meetings,

“He will ha here on the i
17th," Rockefeller sald.
“He’ll have a lot of reading |
.b do ”»
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