When I wrote this after receiving a nice note from him in
which he did not identify himself as with the Ober agency,
as I did, immediately, I was aware of this conection and
did not forget Richard. I decided to take the time on a
chance for the future from what he wrote about WW IV,

Not until after I mailed it did I recall that he is Anson's
agent, HW 1/11/76



R‘tf. 12, Frederick, Md. 21701
1/10/75

Mr, Peter Shepherd
321 W 104 St.,
WIC, NI 10025

Dear Peter,

Considering the failure of our earlier relationship, tie Kindnesa in your
note of the 8th and the possibillty there might Le a futurs, led us be a little
less forwmale

We have not moved. Tho routas have been renumhered again,

On the chance that perhaps there may be a future, although I have a lingering
and linited case of phlebitis, because you have read Whitewash IV as I put it out and
formed your own epinions, including those not expressed \with which I'd undoubtedly
agree), I'm going to try to make some explanations. Flease do no: take this as
bosstfulness., I have a track record, as Dick Gallen will teil you. Understand also
that I do not intend this as widely applicable. Only as it relates to the areas of
my worke You say recall that what you fousd incredible in the unread rough draft of
what was to be two chupters in the first Watergate book (I coupleted a second) later
tumed out to be the heglected scandal everyone yA still staying away [rom. Bxeept for
the businese of the whip, that material, roughy as it was, contained what in the end the
Ervin comnittee did not publish.

Internationally I ocan't tell you how many xsjmxirxi rejections there were for my
first book. In no case waus there an edverse oditorisl comment and there were many raves,
I wrote that book, to mset a contract deadline, in g month. One day the publisher drools
over the advance sale of 25,000 from salesmen talking only suni the next he breaks the
contract and doesn't even return the ms. Never did, to t-is day., Some large publishers,
particulsa¥ly Pocket and Doubleday, were remariably honest in glving re different but
I thing truthful explanstions for rejecting the work for policy reascns. Dell-Dial
rejected 1t three times and then came to me for a 250,000 firetwreprint., They rejected
the second book in Hovember and when I printed it in Doceuber caze to me almost as
soon as the first one went on sale for it, tso. Thers were other experiences, commonly
of dishonesty, all combining with another factor to require me to reconiider what I can
do that can serve. You put it differently but you osll that offbeat work you read "an
important service."

Of the works that followed mine, only one was honest. It was, in fact, great., It
is to be redssued in Harch, *t is Sylvia lieaghcr's. The cleverly~disguised dishonesties
and angles and ax-swinglig in the Edward Epstein and Mark Lape books trouble me. I had
already researched ant entirely different second book. Then Garrison osme &along and in
time I came to undsrstand that he, too, was a wenace to truth about so kmpeix luportant
an event as that assassination which turned the world around, (The still to be written
second book, as soon, I hope, as I am able to coupkete another begin five years ago
and currently qlnte_topical.s Sop a8 I learned, I recast oyself in the role of the one
who would make the record for the future, for whatever good it would do, While I started
with the ACLU when the Freedom of Information law was passed, it was indifferent and it
was not until 1969 that I could begin to use it. Since then I have used it more: than
any other man and in no case unsuccessfully. The one sult of the three I "lost” that
did not give me what I went after is the firat of four cited by the Congress as requiring
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amending of the law. The Conference Report iagt quit: explicit. In short, what I can
consider a coasiduratle victory and worthwnile service. \iie governuent is again engaged
in rowriting the law through me, in tov firet suit filed under the amended law, pertly
recounted in the last pawk of Pggt Mortou.)

The amount of work I have undertaken and conpleted, cven as I look back on it,
8cems impossible. The effect I've had on the release of the suppressed is great. And
what I've done in this field and how I've done it, as you will also sea, forced the
KBL to tell a Tederal court that I know mome avout the subject than eayono in 1.

As it probably shows, I wrote Whitewash du IV in tvo days walle I was also doing
other things, (It was 28 duys from tho time I began Photographic Whitewash until I had
the first 100 cople:, with sewed bindf) for the press. Including what an index!) I just
did not heve mor tize. I was iryiug to couplete the second Watergute book because I
had to prepare for en evidentiary hearing for James Earl Ray, whose investigaior I am,

I turnsd that case around, begdnning from ccreteh and with Frame-lip and what I
later did. Cen you imagire the odds agairnat this? With Jim Lesar deing most of the
legel work we've astablishad a nes principle of law in this, tos, the discovery rights
of & hebeas msrmpx corpus petiticnor. We ere now in the court of appeals on this., 1f
¥e got 2 trlal there fon't anouzh to go to a Jjury, I've defsated all the claimed evidence,
fnd T'n 5till getting more. It iz quite urdike the recent ®imes series. (They wouldn't
even looi at this new evidence when I offered it.)

If the printer hadn't goofed twlce, once in shooting the negatives and then in
not givinyg mu a set of blues to check and printing two sigs wrong, the book would havs
been out at least two months earlier, Ifwas printed about the time I had o leave for
!emplun on tha Ray caga,

din borrowed the momey to pay ths preintore I cdvinced other couts frow the sale
of tue other book. Tha major cost was thnt of a mailing, The newa attention gonerated
enough radio interest for coumtles: programe by phone. Detween these and the wailing
we are in the black if you do not sonsider the cost of getting whet ie in the book aud
the labor of mailing. Only 200 copies went to a wioleseler, Bookusdace L guessit is one
of those copleu you got.

Post Hortem was much more expensive. I'd been squirrelins avay enough to bhe nble
to make my fir#t printing of Whitewash (szallest 5,000) when I decided to bring Post
Morteg out. It is too hot, too definitive. There is too fuch fear of it. There was
extensive wire-service EEXERYEE coverage of a press confersnce but in no caee was the
substance feported and all the major papers suppreasel what UPI, AP and Reuters carried,
Buf¥ frou a mailing we have sold enough coples, or did in the first zonth, to return more
than a third of the cost, without any effort with wholesalors, Its literary liabilities
are obvious, As with averything else it iz 3 corracted first draft gerts of which ware
completed in mid-1967. Parts nmust be convoluted, But from orditary folk and thosce who
know the fisld, including profeseional sskslars, I'a getting fantusfic raves.

What I guses I an really saying is that all of publishing, beglnoing with agents,
live by stureotypes anl have difficulty recognizing exee tional situations and thaipr
market potentisl, What is gonerally true is not true and never haas besen with the
excaptional, political assassinations and ofricial corruption in political natters, What
I was exposing 10 years ago is now iu the newss What I wrote seven years ast about King
and the FII is today's headlines,

Although my special audisnce actually likes what is not the accepted literary
norm, the directness, passion, and other unhidden emotions and accepts the difficulty
in reading, these same works, with a publisher willing from the first to mak: the not
extraordinary investment in decent editing, would have made g pot and I would n5 Tt be
broke today. If I had chosen another path, that of the comuerciaslizers, 1'd also be
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sense to you in terms of your professional life, maybe, it it interest4you, you'll
find an explanation in the dedication of the first ook,

You told me that the Watergate work I projected and wrote sefmuch of in such
speed while the story was breaking was beyond the capacity of any one man. Not 804
And if I'd have had what writers can ang de huve, a little help, I could have done su
much more! I laid the ms. you saw aside and started from seratch, using nome of it,
siuply because it grew toobig. I then, long, long before the evont, started The Une
impeachment of Richard Nixon., if he remewbers, Dick can tell you that +hen he asked me
what the possibilitiec were Jong before he roferred me %o you that I lsid out several and
evaluated this as most probable. I think that was before the Ervin committee was set %
ups In any event it was early. The much-interrupted and almost entirely unread draft
was laid aseide in Septeuber,1974 for the work I had %o do on tho Hay case. (I won't
write it but thers in a book with a movis potential in ons 11ttls part of that but
1 have everythingx necessary for the writing.) Other work, of which marketing Whitewash IV
and printing and distributing Post Mortem, is only part of what prevents my compbting the
conclusions and editing, Hothing has to be wewritten except for literary reasons. After
all this times 1t stsokssnd 1t holds much that ie entlrely new. Sensational after all
the exposures, which were gontaluned for spurlous rzssons of "national interest." Some
has current toploality. Haybe its day »ill never come bub it is 2 substantial work
that st any time, I'm certuin, will more than pey its way if, to quote the senior
editor of cne of the world's largust publishers, some day I vest the publisher with
the necessary courage and enthusiasm. (You'll find the exact words on the inside back
cover of Whitewash, the first book.)

What is the cnmox&al potential of my work? Hot one book I've published has
lost money for we when I've mever had a penny to place a single adk, pay for any
promotions except those I've done without budget myrelf, and had no lecture bureau
sending me aroutd, Post Mortem will inthe end do more than return the mechanical costs,
1t is the boaok that can break it all wide open now., But mies there is none with the
courage, including in the Congrems. Merhaps the times will gpew one up, If this happens
the book can go erazy. Can you imegine what with what the average book gets these could
have done and wade,

Howaver, I do not deceive you on ths four of government, Nor of the legitimsey.
But it is @y belief that today and for the inwediate futurs, despite the creeping
authoritarianism, that gevernment would not dare do anything to anyone who publishes
me and mukes a real effort, Punyaalamcompmdtoit. I keep government on the
defensive. I charge it with felonies when the charge is felomdous if not true. It dares
not progecube me when I dare it 0. So, I sue it. In addition to more than I can remember,
without any Iinancing, past ofVpending, I have three in court now, Somehow, Jim and I
do it. And will, more. As the governm-nt knows, because I pé required to exhaust ade
ministrative remcdies first, I'1l soon e sulng several agencles for their files on me.
With soue I have copies they do not know I have and I'il produce them in court, They
do not know what to give me of phat they have I've already forced them to go back in
their files and dig out ths fact thap 4 provided part of one of FDR's more sensational
firegaide chats. I've been doing this idnd of thing moat of my life. I've filed for
what I gave the goverhment abdut a plot to throw FDR out, And for the files on me,
(I have more than has been delivered.) These have to be extracrdinarily voluminous, I
don't fear them. They fear me.

In short, I'm offbeat. I do things my way end almost without exception they work.
I try to be honest because I want to be. Desplte my munner, I am cautious and when I
reach a conclusion, as again I tidnk Dick will tell you, it is solidly bmsed and he will
not cite an error. This in itself sgbres people. Like I refused io be on prime~time TV
minply becquue CBS gave me a conflict of interest. With Post Hortom about to BPPCAT,



This may have surprissd CDS but again I do not decaive you, it was no sweat for me,
1t was imuadiate and pGontaneocus and I have no regrots et nll. And will have none,.

f\‘"j If you wonder why, waybe Frost put it best, with promisea to koep and miles to go
Al before I slaspe
M I have taken this time because I do not want to be my own publisher and be—

causs porhaps the time will come when you and then a publisher may see that what I have
done, offbeat and outlandish as it way seew in your normal life, can be commercial.

The life this has required of me is extracrdloary. In the course of 1t I have
come into possession of or knowledge of o fantastic emount of promising literary
; materials I would love to be able to xklryw shars. This includes nowsls that could mske
@ movies and rangec to doctoral thes@a that ccald muke succussful bookz.

Phlebitls or not - and it is in both legs and I've typed all of this and more
with one leg raised - 1I'm going to go thosa miles. Daily when it aches so and the sube
freeging weathsr hites bitterly I force myself to walk the iwmediatoly necessaary to
force the hody to bypass the clots and develop new chmanels, Haybe in the wkaking of
these miles before I eleep outMpeths and interests will cross. That iswhy I write.

I hope nyr «ife will find time to eorrect my typos if nnt the syntax.

Sincerely,

Barold Weisborg
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