Pear Jim, Comudttes/Ray situation 3/5/T1

Frou your voice last ndght 1 know what was in your mind and emotions. From loag
and disagreeable yeers of having the sass thoughts and feelings 1 offier sowe advice.

First you have to decide for yoursclf what is most importsct te you. Then what to
do or not to do. If you believe you should muke efforts of sone kind then you decide
what efforte and how to go about them., ¥hatever you decide, rewember that this is not
the end of everything andi that with what yiu or or no dot do you will have to live for
a long time, This moans do not do what seems to be expedient at this soment. Do what
you believe is right and pecessary, however, you eveluate necessary. That is and must
be a pe-sonal decision. '

These terrible puople doing terrible things will not go away. Ky belief is that
we should confront them., “t 1= eleo that we may not be ¢ntirely alone in it vhen we
do it. The oprortumity for confrontations is not just in the immediate. Tho imnedliate
is only the presont problems.

tilile I have not had time to think i1t through carefully I have given it a little
thought. Hy belief about what to do cowe from long experience of which you are aware
encugh. It begins with the certainty of being right and iptendéng to do right. You
will find that in time of adversity and psrdicularly when facing seemingly overwhleming
odds this mesns much. Thie includes an important emotioual consideration - there is no
defeat, no fallure in not succeeding.

Whet I think you should do will not require & great amount of time or a great
amount of thought. This is not a time for elaborate legal briefings. It is a time for
the stating of simple facte and basic beliefs. Iou need ressarch neither.

Pirst 1 think you should postpone tiw depositions in 1448. If you do not you will
now go into them wmmprepared. We have waited this longz o couple of weeks more will make
no roal differcnoe. I suggest you seek to set them for the woek after the Williams date.

You may want to consider us both speaking to Preyer or your speaking to hinm yourself,
If you decide that it would be better for me to be with you them I suggest considering
asking two membors of the staff to be with us, perhaps a third, If you do I think 1t
must be done by Freyer asiing them to be presunt, not us. In order, Brooten, Gsy and
¥slsh, These three I bolieve will be honest. From those of the press I have spoken to
1 gather that Preyer is longest of the Kembers on principle.

I have no reading on any other Member sufficlent to permit a recossendation, I do
believe that it would be embarressing to some to be included, particulsrly Fauntroy.
¥o seems to have & good @elationshiy with Dodd. I might telk to him. Boll!ing =lso seems
to be of porious mind but I do not know.

Asdds from this there are other siatomsnts you should be prepsring. We talked sbout
e, going into federsl court with an injunction. 1f you do thim thers arec some pijnts
you shoul not omit. Ume is that “ongress does not have the right to investigate the
murder except in pursuance of & legialative need. This comdittee h:s made clear that
it regards its function &s solving both criwes. This is not a leglslative purpose, e
can both supply affidevits on this going back to the swwer of 1975. 4nother is that
the vom:ittee has not even begun to establish the body of the crime and is engaging
in a desparate medies event to save iiself from the consequonces of ita own wrongful
act, that with a half year in which to do 8o it has not begin serious work, has
degenorated into a national disgrace with its petty bickering and coumsrcializations
of these great t ragedies, and now seeks to save itwelf by fwither denyiny the rights
of & man whoee legal remedles are not czhausted.l would add et a tize when his deferse
is close to not the nebulous "threshold"™ the commdttee pmates to the precs but definitive
and irrefutable anscra. “ere you can make a general reference to your prior letter to Bell,

(Here I suggest that you temper your Deeyfus reference by making it clear that Jimay
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is & petty criminasl but thet our gystem of justice is beases upon the indivieibllity
of justice, that the rights of all mre establizhed by the prescrvation and defense of
the rights of the least of us.)

1 think it ueuldnotbeabadidmtoincludcadimtoharge that in addition fo
saving itself some of the Members of this oimdttee are in zha cahoots with a notorious
cormercializer who without your permission and by subterfuges demeaning to the bar if
not prohibited %o it has obtained sccess to your client ond tricked him in various ways.
To help with tiis I am sending you s copy of the P¥ add for ugne's book. “ou already
have the promotional piece from an earlier edition 4n whieh they say April publication.
So themse people have to continue the ecmdttee to keep from making themselves lock
foolish in the book that is part of a reported siz-figure cosmereislizations The language
of the adk my source wifortunately ennotate leads itwelf to this as does the procotion
1 sent yous "syehave already sparked the formation of & new bongressionsl comrdites. eee
certain to capturs the isagihation of anyone interested in conupiracyase”

1 think you should also write C'lielll, with a copy of your roguest for an injunction
if you file one, earlier if accescary with the promise of sending ite You should tell
i that from your years-long repressntation of Ray and other work it is spparent that
in the times of these grest tragedies and thereafter the failure of all of societics
inotitutions, all respanding to external preasures, perpotuated the trausa and led %o
the ourrent failure of the lsgislative branch of govermment. Whay is invoived ie not
mercly internal bielkering, 4t is & medis event in vhich there has been no sericus work
fyam the outset snd in fact the enactment of the resultion was procured on the basis of
¢iginformotion fabricated by two of the moet notorlous co-mercializers of these tragedies.
¥While you write him bacsuse of your lavyer's obligation you want him %o be awere of the
disrepute all of this is bringing upon the Congress. This mill becozs more malodoTous
if the comsttes, in is dveparation, secks the cheap sensation of presemkiapxEmyxiuyx
taking tostimony from any Kay, particularly at this juncture, when there ie nobody on
the Comndttee or its staff in & position to question him sbout fact, not the fabircations
of Pavk bane snd Dick Gregpry. (0ive him copies of both FW cheap shots by P-H,) Tell
s thet at the ;uteet Bay a defense offered the sonmittee all the help possible and
that what the ccawittee hefl wes only that which gould be forced upon it snd having it
thanproco«dndwthumﬂdmmmmuuﬁmnﬂﬂﬂwhﬁm
go efter bsme pow and noW thqunhrumror:l.t. Tell him that ivmediately the com—
wittee sought to violate Ray & rights even when no purpose was served by it except
perpetuating the official explanation of the erime, that after vigorous protest Sprague
wrote and apologized snd in writéng and in personal msotings continued to se ure the
preservation of Eay's rights. That you bhad never cpposed Fayls eppesrence before the
committze LT the prescrvation of his cighta were esoured., That it has %o beobvious that
if the comcdtiec believes “ay has imowledge of the orime itsalf even though he has
alread,ynmlnmn.otatthnuoenennddiﬂmtem.itthee:ﬂuthnmitmmto
estebliish the body of the orime prior to being able to take meaningful testimony frowm him.
There is no wa¥ of not jeopardizing Ray's rights 4f he is now called and questioned by
those not knowing what to question him about and not hsving eny becie £xm for either
questioning him or renlly knoving anything about the crime, Tell him also that in ite
report, based on no investigmtlon at all, and in many irvesponsible public statementa
pesbers of the comdtten heve already ordained “.y the assessin, lcaving open only the
nueation of conspiracy. This in itself precludes any possibility of Rayls appearing
before the corsdttee without irreparable damage to his unexhausted legal rights.

444 that ell of this will be magnified if the comcittes hears hm in executive
eession fro- wiich prejudiclal selection can then bo wade. Friend this to Jerry, who
can be relevent only with the proconception of Yimny's guilt.

affer the oplon that there should be & Congressional investigation of ioth crines

tut not as murders, that you favor such an investigation end will help it in any proper
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Way. Hake that we. Uay that dodng this properly not only preserves Hay's rights but
enables the establishing of truth as s proper rart of a proper lesdislative funetion.
llere 1'd quote from two court records, the DJ'e certificatior of my predentials end
the Cere on "maticon's interest.” You might want to tell him that I offered to Sprague,
end 1'w cure Brooten will recember it, to join him in all oy suits 1o save hin time if
he was refused what I seek mxihy by ths executive agenvies sn: that 1 offered the
cosrpittee all of my work. I think that with ibe present situation lonovan Gay will
probably be truthful and say he had planned to come hare with hls own xorox machine
to copy wy files and that as part of his function on an earlier comnwittee he had
kmowledged of their definitivencss and authenticity.

After you t6ll hm there is no possible way in which this committee can succeed or
now can fail to bring more disrepute upon the House that we do favot his estobliching
of 2 new cumdtioe in wideh its legislative responsibilities are sct fortl eaplicitly
and 4% is limited to what will avpia media evemte and fishing expeditions sgminat those
agencies that sust be Iooked at in coumection with both erimes = that there simply is
no way of aveidjug them,

Add that you represent me in thip as in those litigations by which I have obisined
some of the records 1 have end that from your own Lnowledge I can provide any proper
comuittee with the basis of both investizations if the Congress will but begin with what
is requived by legel considerationa, establishing the body of both crimes. This will
gave groat suns of money, enrrmous svounts of time, limdt what the comsdttee can feel
called upon to look into - and may specifically that as one example there is no
question but that the FBI did not kill Dr, -ing, the only possille zeaning of tho mis-
infornation that turned the black causcu on, Id go farthur znd say that while there
bas boen serious failings in these agenciss they did not comdt original sin and mm
thore must bo an end to ikixe the irreaponsible blazing ol them for every imaginary
fault - that if they are held to atcount what what they actuslly did this wili strengthen
not weaken them and st the sawe time avpid Comgresslcsal irresponeibility which has
tainted all on this subject goins back to the beginniugs of the resolutions of 1975.

Tell him that if he has any question wa will satify hism in coulldouce through
anyone of his slection, that if he wante testimony in supgort of such a new resolution
we will provide it and that if he does not agree and vlecis to continue this comdttee
ve ask tc be head by the #ules committee in opposition to ite He will knowv thatnwe
can approach thos pembers of Hules who are opposed and that tils can make quit: a
etink, one of the reasons for the cnclovures an Lane,

Yak hiz to ask himss1ll woerc you use the cort quotes why the coucittee nover asked
me for any of this mnterial even efter I offered 1t and aftor lts rosearch director
had seid in Uctober thet ha we: condng up for whet he kaew I hed snd all else I could
give him when these cre all forzerly cup ressed offisoil rocordss Hs'll know that those
oppossd, especislly Hepublicans, will clobber hic an. the Yemocrnts in sules and on the
floor for tnie elone on @& number of corract issues including cont. I you asy this ie
up to 20 files cabinets of materiel 3t will get through to him harder. lou can add that
it ia all alpeady comcitted to the public through = uwniversity aystem so there is no
possivle comwercialigation and that besides, the request was frov the rescarch director,

his initiative, not mine,

Somewhere include that althowsh Sprague knew you had epsnt seven long yeara oo
t i3 case he never asked you a single guastion sbout the crive iteelfl and told us that
when his otafi had failed to plek np the breifings of both zides in the litightion ho
said he had ordered them not to real the brisfings of both aides on the spuricua ground
that this would prejudice lawpers. isk what lkind of lewyers he hired!

The right l.tlter to O'keill ecan tura thie around now. Lo it in haste fo get it done
and tell him tlat wou have to kasten to prevant snother netlonsl dlsgrace ena the per=
petustion ol thene great traume and in the intereat of the Vongrese and popular attitudes
toward it. I think even tud would help now and can. WHe wert ivto this without knowing

what was afoot yesterday. Uoud lnok!
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