Ere Thonas O'Neill, Speaker tte 12, frodurick, iMd. 21701
House of Representatives 318/TT
dashington, IL.C. 20515

Dear Er, 0': eill,

The unseemly spectacle of the assassinations committee is now ensged in what is
& transparent effort to justify its continmed existence when it has a record of not
doing its job and not deserving continuance.

It is engsged on what is seemingly right and riasonable and is not, this time
with the belsted and entirely unfustified blessing of the ACLU, which has net found
a voice until it mesnt headlines, (I apiroached the ACLU in Washington for help under
FOLA when it wos enacted years ago and more recently was refused by the same John
Shattuck quoted in this morning's FPost.)

The failure of all of society's institutioas when fameod with these great trauwma
forced me to reconsider what * might do that could be os use to the country. If I am
but the one who will make a record for the future, that I will do. Yart of thos record
is what I write yocu.

To now 1 huve told you that each and =very one of the Facison svenue lseks of
the committee, represented as the result of its own diligent investi.mtion, iz talen
from the public dowain, the work of others, and in each ang every case was out of
context, was part of a promotional csxpaign to get the comuittee extended.

Every lawyer knows that he addresses a crime by establishing the basic facts of
that crime. This committes has had six months in which to do that. it has not only

failed - it has refused. Now it is pulling publicity stunts to con the House and the people,

I have personal kuowledge of -thies going back to the susmer of 1975 when the staffs
of several “embers asked me to outline a proper end responsitle approsch. This was ong
of a series of meetings with ¥r. Downing's steff, in his office and here, where I phowed
thex once-suppressed officdal records I had obtained. last September I received two
gimilar requests on behalf of iy, Downing, one from his choice for chief counsel snd
one Ifrom a member of his stafl who holds one of the committee’s more important jobs.

I was then told that <r, Downing had agreed with my position pspers, that the committee's
first responsibility was establishing those basic facts that can be estmblished. To this
end I offered all my files., Then Dick Sprague asked me to mest with him for the same
purposes. I spsnt the morning of October 20 with him snd several of his assistants, the
ofternoon with others of the staff. Spregue agreed to the sase approach. The research
director, who know of my files fros service to ancther comnitdee, told me he would be
talkcing 2 room at a wotel near me, would have his xerox machine with him and would start
copying the official records 1 have that sre besic in sny real investization. I have not
heard from hix since.

SofarulknuInthmhﬂvesﬁnmrhneaﬂarlﬂwmm. For a short
peried his first lawyer used a men in Memphis he did not pay for his work. In fact he
did not use that work. In the course of thls and work for my own writing 1 have cbtained
much information end knowledge of this case, countless thousands of records. 4 staff
lawyer who was essigned to t o sing case did come to visit with me. He stayed into the
night and left with e box of records he did not ask for. I told him they are basic in
the comdttec's work. For a serious comzdttes they are. His purpose inx seeing me was
to get advice on what subpoennes to serve. Unly recently has the comnittee gotten around
to soue of this, again tined for a cheap shot at TV, which it obtained. Those records
1 gave hiz include what the counitte: now pretends, sgein for headlines, it needs. it
the very least pursiing them is prerequisite to what the committee is now doing, again
for headlines, not as part of a properly conducted investigation. They are records of
the only testing of the official allegations in tids crime under oath and subject to
crose examination. Thie includes “ames Barl Pay's testimony, testimony ropested but not
added to recently when 1t was pretened to b: all new and thercfore exciting,.
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Because thig comdttes does not wamrant fruast er feith and because you sre in open §
support of it rather then exercising the options available to you I am less apecific
then I oan be in order to sveid helping a comittee thet is engazsd in serious mis~
conduct. 1 am, in fact, astound at ths abusa tre Efuse has aotepted in silence from
the arrogant iprague. + understand tlds extends to ebuse of you personally, tous

Superficialiy it may seem that it is pow right aad proper to test-fire the rifle.
L believe otherwime. The one reason I offer now is that it is possible to alter the
characteristics of the marking imperted by the barrel in repested firing. 4n any event,
doing this now and without foundation for it is an obvious publicity stunt. Considerable
prepevation is necessary, prersquisite. I have done thls end have not besn asked for it
evan though the coznittec knows + have done it and offered it.
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This comdttee and you persoaslly on the cousittec's represcntation have assuwed 3
Ray's guilt without any investigation. The comsdttee has sedd this in wmany ways, in-
eluding in its shabby re¢port. You have on TV, lay's has not fired his Washington
counsel, Yim Lesar. Lesar sought to undertais the preservation of Ray's rights with the
committee, not to foreclose the coumittes. I suggest that the obsarvance of Ray's rights
also served the interest of the Yongress. Instead of working this out farik “ans, who
has stated publicly that Upragus owes Ils job to Lane, went to soe ‘ay ana worked en
him, Conned I think is not an exaggerstion, There is also the dublous matter of the
lawyer Lane seeing a prisoner without even spesking to counsel sbout it. This is even
more dublous when they are not strangers. It stinks to high heaven when it is combined
with the reported siz-fhgure deal lsne has put together over sll of this. 4nd so it i
came to pass that the enxious and desparate prisonsr, isoleted from reality and suffering i
the couscquences of all tiose years of unwerranted sclitary confinement, longed for ks
public attention in the hope thet somechow it could help him. The Congress can not free
hin or give bim a trial. Uhe media can,t either. Then this new and ebviously publicity-
seeking lawyer Jack Kershhw, on whom I have heard only the unflattering, is hot to
got hiusell in the headlines and his client in worse legal shape than he is, all by
bydpassing t e one lawyer in the world wno has most knowledge of the case and the facts
of the erime, the lavyer who wanted everything to be right and proper.

Were none of this makt true, and the truth las understated here, there rewsins the
fact that the committee, hsving played gemes for six months, is not in a position to
question Ray properly. This cooverts the guestioning into unothsr medis event in the
survival campsign. ‘Mz parmilels the guestioning of Frafficante in public for headlines
without eatsblishing any beeis under the committee's mendate for quentioning his at ell.
Horeover, if therc had been this basis then the committes had not conducted the neceasary i
investigetion so it could (uestion., lnstead it exploited a combination of popular parancis o
and its knowledge that he would, as obwiously he had to, exercise his Constitutional i
rights., Jut the mere calling of Trefficante represents anpther prejudgement, a conclusion
not based on any investigation at 511. This illustrates one of ths reasons for establish®
ing the basle facts in both crimes. “t is Findemental.

I lesws to you, the comnittee, tha Congress and the eivil libertarian Shattuck to
understand nhow all of this now shows the committee is "sensitive to civil liberty con-
cerna,” 1 think it is not by running roughshod over his only lawyer »ho knows anything
avout the case, I tidnk it is not from its prejudgement of his guilt, which should be
enough to force any decent snd concerned l.wyer to oppose hie being question at all. I o
think it is not beczuse the comsittee conducted no investigation and refussd to accapt
evidence from bis defense months ago. I think it is not becsus FKRay is not going to be
represented in this by counsel who understands the seeming contradicticns publicly attri-
buted th day. 1 know it is not because the commdittee does not know beotter because 1 saw by
to this last years and I can see no way in which the ccmmittee is "sensitive to eivil i
liberty concern” in contriving to obtein & wailver of his rights with reg:rd to the man B
he says aoercod his gullty plea froo Ray, It surely is not becausé I told Sprague last ",
Y“ovember thot a.y was no longer completely rational and was doin;; the irrational,

cct Congressman Saumsn Sincerely,
lnrold Weisbere 15
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