s «:\‘Tx. -\‘ V ' - L7/ e - .
S | | * K. DeLoach_
i ' Mr.AC

spet A

: 3/11/69 Mr. Callohan — "4}
' . Mr. Conrad f X
\ ‘ Mr. Felt% o v,
) . TOLSON: Mr. Gale b
ME OLSOX C B-M( Rose .
RE: JAMES EARL RAY Mr. Sullivan
' ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING Mr. Tavel
/ Mr. Trotter
/ﬂ, Now that Ray has been convicted and is serving Tele. Room—%
/ )

Director allow us to choose a friendly, capable author, Misf,?gndv
or the Reader's Digest, and proceed with a book based on—T——
this case.

r

r 99-year sentence, I would like to suggest that the Miss Holmes :

A carefully writtery factual book would do much to
preserve the true history of this case. While it will not
dispel or put down future rumors, it would certainly help to
have a book of this nature on college and high scho?l library
shelves so that the future would be protected. , /
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I would also like to suggest that consideration be J

given to advising a friendly newspaper contact, on a strictly h
confidential basis, that Coretta King and Reverend Abernathy o

* are deliberately plotting to keep King's assassination in the W
, news by pulling the ruse of maintaining that King's murder §

" was definitely a conspiracy and not committed by one man. N

This, of course, is obviously a rank trick in order to keep N ]

-the money coming in to Mrs, King, Abernathy, and the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. We can do this without any "%
attribution to the FBI and without anyone knowing that the ' '
information came from a wire tap. ' a

- . -

Respectfully, .

> j . C. D. DeLoach
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ADDENDUM OF MR. DE LOACH . - 3/12/69.

If the Director approves, we have in mind considering
cooperating in the preparation of a book with either the Reader's
Digest or author GeroldiFrank. The Reader's Digest would assign
one of their staff writers or contract the preparation of a book out to
an established author. ‘Gerold Frank is a well-known author whose
most recent book is "The Boston Strangler.' Frank is already work-
ing on a book on the Ray case and has asked the Bureau's cooperation
in the preparation of the book on a number of occasions.” We have °
nothing derogatory on him in our files, and our relationship with him
has been excellent, His publisher is Doubleday.
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' " By MARTIN WALDRGI! .
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MEMPH]S, March 12— Next

to cotton, James Ear} Ray is

'"Memphis's higgest industry,”
Percy Foreman said last fal)
afted he Succeeded  Arthyr g,
Hangs as Ray’s lnwyer,
Foremin, who said he
Was' promised pq fee for de.
fending Ray op , murder

charge in the assassination of
the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther King
Jr., at the time also s
what he referred
“pandering press*
osity about Ray.

Books in Preparation

The chief target af the Hous.
fton lawyer's scorn ‘S/:cmcd to
’b? t:Vilh'am Dr.‘ulfur(}‘jtuie, the
1 Alabama  aune who  had
! bre l’-Z'm{ W Ray's life
{ story ang Was aetting” hang-
written memorandums
Ray in the Shelby County j

r. Huie had written two ar.
ticles about Ray
‘Zine,

This weck, at least five books
on James Ear| Ray and the as.
sassination of Dr, King were in
preparation,

And Mr, Foreman hadq Suc-
ceeded Mr, Hancs, of Birming-
ham, Ala,, not only as Ray’s
‘arney but alsa as business,
'Ssociate of Mr, Huie. Y

One of (he hooks on Ray
nd the assassination js ready |

X printing and disth’K;ion‘

!

{was written by ClayXBlair,
o er editor of the Satuday
“Sning Fogj, »
Authorg

Bantam Books said that Mr,

Othan

ety

tr's  book, “The'XStrange
se.of JAMEs Ear Ray.¥would
Ppublisky Xt Monday or| I

$ sen-
ed to 99 years in prison,
ier authors preparing books
+de Gerold Frank, who has
ten six bcst-sc“ors, amon
v “The Boston Stranaler;
ge EXMcMillan of Atlanta;
s DXCquires, a Nashville
paperntun; and M figie,
- Frank’s  baok may he
n0st comprehensive. With
orted advance of $100,000,
‘ew York writer plans. to
- two years researching
‘riting his b ook for Doub
Co,, Inc.

T TGiher authors Jhave
sed opinipns g5 wneth

-~

. —— .

to Be Out Ne

7Z’N/V"Thiugs une, what

riéd on Ray Case;

DrKing's murder was the” re-
sult of a conspiracy, Mr. Frank
said that he was trying to get
mare cvidence bpfore making
& decision,

‘History of Ineptltude’

“I hope my book will be a
full history of the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther Kind and
What happened on ail levels.

And if there was a conspiracy,
I hope to know that, I will try
'to tell the entire unfolding ’

J istory,” Mr. Frank said.

i “From Ray's history of in-
eptitude,” he said, “I would
assume that he was helped in
the assassination or preceding
it, but that it was not neces-
sarily a conspiracy.” )

“If we knew the true motiva-
tion, it might well explode any
idea of conspiracy,” he cop-
tinued.» “On the other hand,
you cannot apply the normal
measures of logic to a man
who has spent most of his life
behind bars, If he did this
alone, he may have been turned
on for rcasons lost in the depth
of his own personality.”

Doubts a Conspiracy

Mr. Frank, who began  his
research last July, said that he
had not paid any money to any
of the principals or to anyone
else for information, .

Mg, McMillan said that his
book({‘bportraxt of an Assassin,”
wruld bR offftarstudy
of Ray. It will be published by

Little Brown & Co. Mr. Mec-
Millan said that he had a
“very happy contract" and

thot faraign reprint contracts
had aircady been sigied Dy
‘publisher: ..in cight- cnuarrigy.
i “I'have always believed that
James Ear] Ray did it alone,”
he said. “Thig 8uy is a loner,
And I have never investigated
any aspect of 3 conspiracy,
which has left me free to work
on this biography.”

Mr. McMillan said that he‘
had hired a Dsychiatrist to help
him interpret the Dsychological
effect on Ray of “his ‘many
YCars in prison, his backzround
of poverty and his family life.
i does 1t do
Lo a<gus t3 sleep in the same’
‘bcd with his parentg when he
is growing up,” he said.

Mr. McMillan saiqd his book
was to have been published foyr,
months after the' end of Ray’s|

trial.The date may be pushed
forward, hf said, .

cadata

Mr. Sauires’s book, 421 be
|published by New American
Library, muy bo (he second
book out on Ray. Mr. Squircs,
who has covered the case for
his newspaper, The Nashville
Tennessean, said the writing
should be completed in the next
two wecks.

' He said he hoped the book
iwould be a “complete account
“of the murder of pr. King, the
‘arrest of Ray, the hiring and
firing of Hanes and what went
‘on in Memphis.”

The book has not yet been
Ititled, ’

Mr. Iluie, who bought the
‘publication rights to Ray's life
story last July, originally had
signed a contract calling for
Proceeds from a book to be
it between himself, Mr.
,Hanes and Ray.

Disbelieves Theory
He paid an advance of $25,-

to Ray, who signed . the
RITT7Uver to Mr. Hanes as

dart of his legal fee, < - s
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The Washington Post

Times Herald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star {Washingto
The Sunday Star (Washington
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post*
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The New York Times -—&Z

The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily world
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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P Mr, ule, a'resident 0F Fiaci)
selle, Ala., who is the author
of a half-dosen  best-scllers,
wrote in the two articles for

Loun wagazine last .fal Gmd!
Ray said there had been « con ]

spiracy to° murder Dr. King.

However, Mr. Huie said in
Memphis this week that he no
longer believed in the conspir-
acy theory.

Mr. Huic said that Ray had
told him that the assassin went
into a rooming house and shot
at Dr. King across the street
while Rayswas scated in front
of the rooming house in the
driver’s scat of a-white Mus-
tang car. -

The author quoted Ray as
saying that the assassin rushed
down the stairs of the rooming

- house and hid on the floor of
the back scat of the car, cover-
ing himself with a shcet while
Ray drove him out of town.

“When 1 could not find the

man, 1 concluded that Ray]

himself made the decision to
kill Dr. King.” Mr. Huie said.

A third article for Look was
prepared this week by Mr. Huie
and Mr. Forecman. In addition,
Mr. Huie is completing a book
.on Dr. King's assassination for
the Deil Publishing Company.
“The book, which will cancen-
trate on activities of Ray before
and after the murder, has been
tentatively titled, “He Slew the
Dreamed.”

Although Mr. Hanes still has
a claim against a portion of
the proceeds from the sale of
Mr. Huie’s book, thé Alabama
author told reporters in Mem-
phis this week that he had a
tract—awith Mr. Eoreman,
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