;!r(':lr of the circraft, which they understood svmpathetically. Dave,
‘-I.:lrrj,-' O'Brien and T staved with her beside the casket until we
landed in Woshinetan, There was not much rooni in the voar com-
Jpartment, with the casket taking up most of the space. O her mem-
bers of the Kennedy stail — Pamela Turnure, Jackie’s press seere-
tary, Dr. Burkley, General McHugh, Evelyn Lincoln, Cline Thil
came back and visited with us one at a time, When the pline litted
off the runwayv. T felt o great relied to be getting away frome Dallas
at last and announced thate Towas voine to have o <l ddrink of
Scoteh. T omade ane for Jackie, too, She was unable to feel i, and
switched to caoner, The rest of us drank several more Scotches bt i
wars ke drinkire weter, T et us cold ~aber,

Later descviprions of the moad in Nir Force One on the licht
back Trom Dadlas by writers who were not an the plane painted @
picture ol open ol bitter resentment toward - Jolinson frome the
Kennedy rronpe Sone of us did Teel that e was asing Moo Kennedy
and the Nennedy aura when he moved into her hosbond < Presi-
dential plknu‘ o he cotld S HEL his ooth taking cer RROUERS there with
her present ol so- he could arrive in Washington with her and
‘ President Kenneds ™ casket. T think Johnson \N_l-wl that he mivht be
criticized Tor taking over Air Foree One instead ot going back to

- Washington carlier on his owne plane, as we assuped e wounld do. |
This must have heen why he Liter made o big point of insi<ting in his”

testimony biefore the Warren Commission, and ininterviews with
reporters, that T had specifically told b o take Aiv Foree One
when we talkol before he Teft Parklowd Hospital e was trying to
shift the hlime for his being on Air Foree One o me, just as he
inisisted that he waited in Dallas to take the oath on the plane
because Bobby Kennedy had told him o do so, which wits not true at
all. -

I distinctly remember that when Johnson and T talked at the
hospital there was no mention of which of the two planes he should
use. Nor wis there any mention that he was considering wiiting for
Jackie and the President’s casket to be on the same pline with him

before he left Dallas, Later a lawver for the Wirren Commission,

; Arlen_Specter. pointed out to me that Johnson's testimony that I

| had told him to Doard Air_Force One disagreed with my own testi-
" mony before the commission about our conversation at the hospital,

| Specter asked me, to_my amazement, if I would change my testi-
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mony so_that it would agree with the President’s, “Was I under

oath?” I asked Specter, as, of course. I was. “Certainly T wouldn’t

" change anything 1 said under oath.”

But whatever resentment some of us might have felt, neither

'Dave nor I can remember any open display of antagonism against
Johnson because he was aboard Air Force One on the flight back

irom Dallas. Nor do we recall that we forcibly prevented him from
joining Mrs. Kennedy and our group when we were carrying Presi-
dent Kennedy's casket from the plane at Andrews Air Base in Wash-
ington, as he claimed in later interviews.

The impression that there was a wall of coldness between us and
Johnson on the plane rose simply from the fact that we remained
during the tight with Jackie beside the casket. scp:u'nte(i by a nar-
FOW PAssugewiy from the President’s office and lounge. where John-
con st with his advisers, CHiT Carter and Bill Movers, Johnson

Ccame back once to visit with us, and told Larry and me that he

witnted us o sty on with him at the White House. “1 need you now

[ more than President Kennedy peveded }'nlt." e said, We heard later

that he =aid the same thing in exactly the same words Lo everybody
else on the White House staff during the nest few days. Bill Moyers
came hack to us fater and said that the President wanted us to come
up and join him for a talk about arranging @ Congressional leader-
ship mecting. | explained that we did not want to leave Jackie, and
Moyers suid agreeably, “We understand perfectly.”

Our talk with Juckie beside the casket that evening during the
Might back to Washington wis like the talk at an lrish wake, filled
with warmly centimental reminiscences. She remembered how much
Jack bl loved the <inging of Luiei Vem, o tenor from Boston, at
theie wedding in Newport, and she decided then amd there that
Vens would sing Schubert's Ao Movia wind BizetUs Angus Deiat the
President’s funeral Miss, as he dic. OF course. she added, their grood
iviendd Cardinal Cushing. who nrried them. would say the low
requicin Mass. which Jack liked better thun e <olen high ritual,
She enjoved it when Dave and Dol her about Cardingd Cushing’s
meeting with the President at the North American College in Rome
during our trip 1o kurope & few months earlier. Al of the promi-
dent Cardinals from the United States had been in Rome during the
previous week, attending the coronation of the new Pope Paul VI
but Cardinal Cushing was the only one remaining to greet President
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