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10/12 Todsy 1is 8 good one for working snd I've been st it, but I'm so delighted to
get your multiple letter, heving hesrd its only really bad news esrlisr, that I'm
stopping to reply. 3. the same meil, a long and vslusble one from Hal Verb,

Rith the mev Lok, I am anxious for you and Maggle, perhaps Ray and if she'd
be willing (espeeislly if you could use it as 4 mesn of tulling her out) Lillisn
on part 35, 4 must tell you frankly the;}"i £ cpncerned about aho reads it, who
knows its onntent and contents, becau = lready been iaporeparly taken from
me. ‘hile there is alwsys the pos-ibility of acident, the overwhelming indications
to me are mot o this charecter. Yhen oll of what hes beoen hnosaing becomas clear
to you out there you will, I think, be shocked st the blataney ofathe plogisrism,

This coneerns me for sevaresl resson, Jur finuneial ao ditinn, +ith » :zucces:ful

bock, remeins poor, even precsrious., I heod to decline sa gppearsnce on the Berry

Gray show in NYC for tomorrow night bscsuse + Just do not have the money for the
plene fa¥¥ I hwd s pll-bledder Flereup (first tize) on tha trip to MYV last

Thursday &nd hsve medical checks scheduled for the s.n. I thus will not b ve the

time to drives “y esr, my total imiediste cash axpenses sre only ror the todls, with
# gus chorge card, The station woulu not provide tronsportatien, [ wes mnat snxious
to b2 on this show b esu = Xupferuen 413 to bte on it spd 1 detect underiresbls thinge
in his woproaseh slresdy in correspondsnca. bpatein, Zsuvage, 3Broder wt lenst are zlso
schedulod, Mpstein lsunched o pe - onsl atteck on my integrity on UP in DC yesterdsy
snd declined to discuss it with me when * phoned in in a way that refledted dn me,
The sturf 1n the back of his Bantum edition I Zuve to “'iking in conlfidence dhJune

to protoct his wesknesses on tix sutopsy. I had then drafted whet + believe Jou saw,
£nd 8 memo in enawer te the Yash Fest ~emorisl Day story. After # gertes of evssive
lettera Viking now says they got it from 3slondris. Y sm also surprised that everywhre
Vince has fipured #m or iufluence with publicutions, there hasbeen no mention of
my book, ewpactslly with “inority .nd “ibersticn, sni now thé Greeter ‘hils. mige
which mentions evarythinz clse. 1 am diseppointed. + 1ike Vince, I forgave him his
viclous alenders to Dellinger, spnd ofoke frunkly with aim, {gll, I rumble -~gein, but
there i3 #1so the pousibility of misuse of my mzterisl, misinterpretetion that I do
not want, On the plugisriem, an editor of the “te Eve Past told me ten doys o { he 18
their exvert on the subject, =nd they have »n sctive interest in i) that he has found
what he c¢nlls traces of my work in eicht ocut works, in2luding parallel parsgrpsh
structures.«..50, 1t is not slone that I have to livs, 23 others do, but * heve whet
Tor me are vest debis and current pressins obligutionss

Spme of thoss who heve read the draft of WHITEUNASH II soy it is more important
than "HITEVAS, I hﬂpe 80, 1 ballev 4% does som thin: entirely dirlerent. In your
letter vou refer to the Lene-Liebeler conflrontation. Lane is slippery and dishonest,
capsble o the small snd unnecessery 3ishoncatlss that serve ne gssentisl purposee I'1l
give you deteil on this on the hopny dey we mezt, but it 1s shocking becsusa it ie
pointless snd spoerantly part of his cherscter. Lane hos been lul ed by hiy simost
mat-up eoonfrontation vith the bumbling Jenner. There eventuslly will be iwo confron=
tations, =nd I lonk forward to both snd regret thems I'11 Qave to confront boath
Liebelar and Specter. 1've esgreed to six with Spacter tust he nee deslinei., L muke no
usa of this becsusa, ss you've hasrd me 8aYs the ultimate truth will not be served
but will be frustasted by witchhunts. I'va challenged Liebsls:r by mail, without res-
ponse. He is, in fact, so check he hasn t pald for the boolk he ordered. These things
toke sonething from mw thet I esnnot dese ibe. Lven s quiet sppearance drains me, and’
1 cennot understand why. 1 have on both of these two what no other has, #nd ¥ is ell
from the record, the only fefe and honorsble nppposch, I eall Spect-r a Liar in the
sequel end chnllenge him to sue for libel, end ¥ then prov- it. But the time is not
yet nows It is slways the time for the smleof bookS,but not for the ultimete cleansing.
*hat must be in order snd as paople gat to underastund.

I'11 jump as I recsll your lattar, which + reed in husbe, to roke the msil, I
now heve the LIFE memoriel edition. 1 think of sll the suthors, none of those I'voe met
ar: fit to be nwmed in the seme sentence with genulnely courageocus snd heonest snd self
less Penn, hside from me, he 1s the oae who hos been ealling sttention to the oshers.
ks of mow, ['m mentioning no o hers but hime I ot him & mention in s coninz PLAYHOY
yesterday, They didn_t know of him, snd hie wife ia so wonderfully forthrizht! I 1like L"‘-«
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Epstein yesterday sald he had written s review of my book and two others
for the Dec. Esguire snd then =slso soid, when I eccused him of misquoting me (which
he did} thst he hadn't read my book! I suspect Uylvia, +1th her stronge sttachment for
this poor week young mun csst if a role he carnot £111, hos ghosted it for him, which
is not at £ll wrong.

I think I havegood news I em not now able to sxplain, I think 1t will help me
end whet we all went,

The ms of the nev book is 9t » msjor houss, which has " first r-fusal", It is
also ot a msjor TV interest :nd h's been resd by a msjor magezina, from which I expect
nothing.

Although I have just =oid the printer for the second printing, having set eside
the gross income for him, I hove also just ordered the fourth printing, which will be
gompleted by the end of next week, Ha is wondarful to do this without ecash, but it
explainn why + heve no cash with = going proparty. e now take {j?m_tha gross only
the postage, snd never have talten anything clse.

¥n your radio snd TVthings, I balisve these sre still more Important then the
nawspapers, L think 1t is @arlier 2ppearmmees, esp. that on the Burke zhow, that
ovened thies up as 1t is nJ;ipen and sapeclully for the 2xploitation of others, which
1 4o not resent becouse + nnderstend what is behind them that I do not hsve end the
eurse of the first thst 1s upon me. I have been doing some of this by phcne, if it
interests sn¥yof thosa with whom you work., Lsst week I 414 en hour ani s hslf un-
rzhearsaed son = Lyaton Ohio station, sc entirely unexpected that wa were inadvertently

alred whlle the me wae 8t4ll wsking me 1f I'd “ppear on his program,

I 5130 have misgivings sbout Lifson, but 1 thenk you for the enution. 1t is,
indeed strange that,he helpa Lieveler ageinst Lens, but I've seen enough of o side of
Lane that you haven t %o understend es you emnnot how he ecould do this,

I thinknl'va 8rrenged for sdditionsl snd better distribuatisn. 4+ 1s vary costly
but it should open the entirs counry to me. Wy boslk hss sold thls well in hut a few
markets. 14 ie still & surprising thing to me, I think in part it 13 the history of
the booik nnd in rart the reccgnitlon tha=t I eﬁ% snd go right down the middle.

Iy own snd wary limited chéck indicates whut you svy of Inquest and Suuvege 1s
true eleswhere., *t 1a Lene's bovic snd mine, and tnis in an unequel contest, for the
momente. I continue with the sp-rohensiona of his essentislly ovil doctrine that I've
e wressed to you, His publishe® hns sgresed in writing to ceess snd dasist the frauduler
adw rtising (now thet it makes no diffsrsnce). On Hanadorf, L understand thut he is
connectod with Holt. Holt hes evgded my questions on this, "hat o sh-zicing end uneshice
thing whot he did on the Burle sjow would then be, with Lane's bosk not yet out but
pfintad anid with the suspleles nnt thonse of his business but of the 1,msr. Trial
Lawyers'Asan! Actuslly, they were very helpfuls Aftsr thet show wos ov-r, I ®uldn't
sleeps There 1s s besutiful book, or st least 5 sermon, in thz resction te it. I've
parheps S00-500 lettors from 1t and it is whet 1o resvonsible for the comins show,

I've spoken to "BAL ot lesst twice, with no interest. I've agreed to the Edue
TV net, with no intercat. The one tire 4 wes used, samething 1 arreng -, the four east
cosst stotions kepd shifting their formet snd dete until thewfixed upcn'ﬁﬁﬁﬁh re 1
could not be live., “hen Spacter heerd Epstein wae on i1t he efreed. “hen he heard I w
was nlso, he found he couldn't moke it, It wound up with me on teps serving ss sn
introduction for end ewediting of Iipatein, live f£rom Loston, snd with the stsations
Pailing %o dc the two things slone I asked of them in return for my eppearsnce, giving
my address an peovle could write me and giving me a tope, Thiz 1= whet I lost a night'
sleep for. 1% 1s dissppointing to hove thbse experiens:s, when they sre unnecessarys

I think Sylvi= did tell ms of Joesten., Someons did. it resulted in & spate of
inter=st from furope snd I wss able tn tell o1l those who got in toush with me end
those I thousht I could intersst that Pamn ic the expert mymxx on' *he strenge desths,
I hope he's hesrd from them, but his alime an< sddress e°re nos in nsny offices, I've
heard of this new work by % several tiwes. Feter Kinss of the NYTimes told me in JUne
is terrible, 0Ad thet “srzeni, baving made = nice profit on the firs%, will not touch
1t 1f 1+ is enything., )

On Popkin: Without hsving read his entire snd very slizht book, h-ving only
glenced st 1t, I fear 1t really 1: & plaglarism even if he dij his own werk. He
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uses the exect incomplete quotes, exsctly the seme either incomplete or overly complete
footnotes, etc. I heerd from psople having business connections with Avon thet Avon
was waiting for me to Tile suit before thg lounched their edv ond pr cempaign, snd
wheh the hell was I goiug to ! Of course, 1 had no such intention and havs nevar
indicated sny such intention to snyone. He 1s going around surcpe clobuering me end
geed the words he alone used "nelsy end tendsntious" also appear in the “ondon Timea
coineiding with his appesarasnce in Eurcopes I =u very senxisus to huve anything thot
appears in the Buropeen press, but I do have the <undsy 9/25 stories in the Talegraph,
XMIX Standerd and Express, London, s¢ don't meke extrs copi-s. I ¥ind importent things
that others seem not to see. In xme of them.

I've hed the feelins I'm gled you confirm about ths ~eluye Flezu area. Perhaps
you now know why I played so much of ell thst atufl cool. I sgree with you on the fence,
and 1'd like prints of the pletures, but I do not know whethe= I'1l be able %o uss th em,

I'd 1i%e to be able tn keep them end perhaps in public spn arances or stsome Hime in
the future use them. I will not naw be able to use 11 L heye, I'va baen dresming of
somathing =lse that h-s never besn done, s aprendix thet iz » separate bonk, with a
coupen in WHITEYA H IT for ordering it. Thatbie how extensive my documantation is,
end I think thet esids from the subjeet maotter, 4t has s secondary subjset that is
ouite importunt. I've misgibings about the Lifton-Valjean sprroseh, but 1 slso wust
tell you thut the reopaving of the sewer thet Lillisn detected rpresrs in eartain
Secret “ervice photos + hove. I think thut poseiblly'onc of your shots might halp in
the use of ¥Willis B, I've offered to pay Bim for ite use #nd ha hasn't replied. I'11
use the Commission exhibit sné porheps picces o2 the one Lilliun sant, if she doesn't
send the better comy she now L- too deay in sorrcow to troubls with, enough to show
its =lterstion. I hava no d-ubt that Fenn covrectl: placed you, ss Ray correctly
placed »ltgens, from the evidence., hut I do not trust i: tha evidence. Talke o good look
5% the slide you esent me end the .ltgen print I sen! you. The sems reletionships theb
I pointed out besfore, the contrete pier or post =nd the tree %o tast of lhe doorwey
ere not exectly those in ths Altgons picture. How much of this iz the lenswx, how much
a dilfferent positicn, I do not knowe I um sctisficd tha% the record is nob wrong end
unelsar by ascceident, #s3 you will aee,

1 suppose none of your west-ceast TV programs pey thelr guesta' expenses, That,
now, 18 the only wy I could get there. Lu% I think I can give Lhem an entlrely diff=
@ rent chow, esapecielly with the story of the beok nnd how it got donz and csme out,

hich 1s, ss you know, # truthfully differsnt thing, ia its own way unicue and I thank
warm and interesting, If one of the LA radio s&ation»; #ould dn whot Nolsn did on KEWB
in Okklend, 1 think that could be on openers 77} he ., : ;

Re tho Ruseell Youndetion: Lene has thon eo sompletely aolé they will heve no
interest in anything,/else. by ea-llesl letters went ununsmerad, thers wes not the
slightest acknowledgemsnt of u number of bonks sent ot some exvense, snd finflly I hed
a latter from the executive | is it Schéensmany) ssying Russell'ds com itment to Lane
is fotel.What vou report is the kini of gimieny lene loves sud gerves no purpose but
to weste limited funds snd feellities thst can be cut $o solid usz. This zort of
thing is helpful to hik, persensliy, but uot to th= subjsct. On the new TV show, whers
I was not in New York, he coaned the stntion into spenaing o let of oney Tor on Imm
inec-urate snd dsmegine representstion of the sixth-floor window that, 1f£ 14 showed
=nything, preveid thit the impossible weas possible, He hed them got-t)ie Wrong ia
four-dour convertible in the studio - Por what: but wea able to pro‘rent. the prepsration
of the few visusls I had asked, al1‘from the evidencs and of sliphiicost, Iincudiuding
the Altgens picture. He then tried to kesd me from reforrina ot it. 1 hope that is
not edited out of the tups, which hss to bs cut by s third., ) e i

1'd w#rax written the Hulehins esnter seyeral times, without sndcursgement
or offers of sny kind of help. . : .

Lane does covwe over es a loner, which he ie not. ingthing on Li oblelar ond the
micaing rosd signs, especislly his frowledze of them end Whe mouning, | fsscinstos me.
Bemember my use of his intervogation of Hudsont Liebeler 1s %o be-wstchwed, ond very
cer:=fully, He 1s to do @ book thet lortom is tomprimt, but I think it m =y not hapred.
¥hile you sre right in thinking Lifton's help to Liebeler is shocking, A, hot do you
think ol Lene going to San fransisco and calling for e ploket line srouny the Archives,
know ng #s he does thst they heve been wonderfully coopsrotive snd fn 1111:\‘3;;1_ to mention
the ¥BI, which is repsonsible for the suppression of most of the dachives ﬁk 1terial,



pver which the Archives anss no control, I'm waiting for him to 11 for o plekat
line around the FBI,

Because of thecomplicetions of her relstionshivs, L heve not told Sylvis about
the sequel, Thet I hsve dme it iz not secret, "hat 1% is, is, nnd I'd like 1t to stBy
thet way until I %21l you otherwise. &4 may be sble to protect 14 to a limited
degree by copyright, but L have also learied ¥ow 1it<le this can moane. I do went
you eud Maggle end those you slso think should, like Rey snd Lillian, to resd it.

The problen now is getting s spare copy. * have n2lthar tima no¥ funds for Xeroxing.

I sent 8 ¢copy to Inglond, in instslments, soms of which never sr-iw d, On 1ts ymerx
return ( I sent unccrre:ted carbors) I had en incomplote set, 1 have hsd to send a
complets set to my emgent end he has a publisher interested. I leendd o cory == to

the reporter on the VYashington “ast whose initisl interest leal to their wry vronine nt
atorqrand thnt in the LiTimes snd other pavers (he is not the one who wrnate the story).
He returned it impressed but also incomnlete.

One pert is not finisheds +t will be but a hrief sddition ot s11l be delzyed
on purpose, Tor 1% presents ¢ risin hazarde btest postponed until the 1.zt minute. If
when I send you a copy it is otill not den2, you will unlerst:nd when you resch
ite I think thet when you have resd this you will begin to undersiend the uster
incompetence of many ro+ enjoying much st tention and popualarity, end profits. Or
perhaps "incompetenes" is not the right word. For cxemple, after “illisn sent Lene
8 set of her wonderful stuff ( 2072 evenif she hsdn't) he suys thet ¥11lis & hzs only
hietorieal intersst snd thet it shows nothing on the gressy lmoll whe reas it show
elterstions, more then ! huvs seen from what “illian has wrditten ma. * have not
detected all the things she mentioned, but th: zross one on the fence I hsde That
in itself is enouszh. And it does destroy the satire Neport. Lune's peralstens protection
of the 2smistent counssl psrplexss me, aside from his Yerren i=rget. Hal Varbt quotes
thecoming sp einl Romparts (gue 10/20) as saying Johnson hos 8 staff aember keeping
up on our litarsture end a=z ssying it meone "Zerl ‘srren iz in troubls', Thias i3
true, and he should be introuble. My fesr le #ast it w111 bs Larl "arren alons, snd
that cen have terribls consequencea,

I've ramblad psst mail time. “-ayba sowe of this doos not lnterest you. To
sumnarize my pecson=l deelings, I trust you snd Megeie and “illien snd Ray, 1
ultimntely lssva it un 4o you which yeu think con end will kasen thelr rmouths closed
for whatever time 1s reouired. I'd prefer inot no one lase %now whut L've done when
you get tho book, ord I'd spurediste the festossible eomment, for 1 may go shesa
with & priveta printing. You mey %think what I've told you of the thefts somewhat pera-
noid, You will ultimotely find out otherwise, I do not want 1+ he hepren befause 1t
will a2ll, @2a so-m &z peazible, be out 4nd in & proper context.

If and when you learn the $ime on the "Platols and Petticosts" show, of which
we've nsw r husmd, hoving lifile interest ond lescs time for TV, pleese let us kuovw
we can lock at you, Thank,s best to the others,
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Dear Harcld:

I'm going to ask your indiigence with respect to this ruled note book
paper in lieu ef preper writing stationery. Everything had been cleaned &
"tidied up" (sic) in my study while I was away (like the first autopsy re-
port) so I haven't been able to locate all my supplies ete,

The Burke tape arrived and I'm playing my copy (which I made last night)
for Maggie & Penn Jones on Sunday, Penn arrives on Saturday and his West
Cozst agent has made me a little upset about delaying so long in arranging
appearances for his visit. I think this has been poorly handled and I would
say so to Penn but he is so casual and unconcerned about these things that I
don't think it would have any effect on him. Mrs. Jones will be traveling with
him and they will stay through Tuesday. Maggie had offered her house, which
is large, commodious and well staffed., It is ideally located as well, but I
think inasmuch as Penn has never met Maggie or Mr, Field that he is relic tant

to accept. They will probably stay at a motel which I will insist upon as

to its proximity to my place as I will be driving them arcund. Penn will

appear on the Louis Lomax TV show which is not as good as Mort Sahl's program,
my first choice., Lazne scored tremendously on Szhl's show two weeks ago and

as a result hidsbock is completely sold out here. Inguest and The Oswald Affair
are simply not moving. Someone from one of the large bookstores in Los Angeles
called to ask me what to push and I replied "Whitewask" and Lane or "Whitewash"
and Sauvage or simply "Whitewask" which we all feel here is the essential vol-
ume, The only other engagement I lined up for Penn is a radio interview on
KPFK, sister station to WBAT#fm in New York, one of the Pacifica group. It will,
I hope, be the first in a series in which I'll imterview the major rersonal-
ities such as yourself, Sylvia, Popkin, Enstein ete. It largely depends of
course on how exciting Penn and I can make this first broadcast. I know he
tended to sit back a little when he was on with you in New Yerk.

As for the Burke tape all I can say is that I don't know how you held
back from cemmitting mayhem on tre two lawyers, Mensdorf and Danzig., They
were real "gems"! Once they shut up the tape becomes really interesting when
you have a chance to present the facts. Very good indeed, I'm mest grateful
to have it and will return it promptly together with life magasine for Nov 29
1963, Is that as gzood as the Memorial Edition? I donm't think it's the one
you went but I'll send it if it'11 be helfful. Let me know.

* In my phone conversation with you from Houston I think I expressed my
regret in not transmitting promptly to you Lillian Castellano's evaluation of
how to go about approaching Willis: a right winger, blow-hard, friend of L,B.J.
Those are her descriptive words. Also, she felt one had to appeal to his sense
of history., I think she meant his "place in history" by vittue of the photo-
graphic record he had made of zn historic event of such magnitude., Shecwanted
me to also caution you that his pictures are all copyrighted, which I assumed,
naturally, you know. In any case you Seemed satisfied with his non-response.

Iillian is stil) deeply enmeshed in helping her husband to recover. I
know now that he 4id have a setback after I left for Texas, And has recently
been moved to the Veterans Hospital in Santa Monica. Probably because of the
costs of treating him abMt. Sinai Hospital. And then, too, I think she is
mostllikely taking on the major nmursing duties during the day. Remember she
has left the house before B:00 in the morning and returns after 10:00 P.m.
in the evening, Maggie wants to help in some way (perhaps or probably financial)
but I'm sure she hasn't had that long a conversation with Lillian to find out
Just what her most pressing needs hspven to be. Our last word is that he, Mr.
C. is "somewhat better". Lillian has been invited to meet Penn on Sonday but
her response was understandably apathetic and detached, I think her work on
the case is really at an end for some time., Time will tell. And then she has
some of your materizl and all the clippings on the case that come from the
Service we pay for, so we haven't seen all the out of town stuff in the last
month. T'l1 just have to arrange to go and retrieve it.

Did Sylvia send you information on Joachim Joesten's monographs soon to
appear detailing in English "Oswald's role as a spy for the CIA." Joesten has
adcused Lydon B. Jomson of "having usurped presidential power in November 1943.
by backing the cospiracy to assassinate his predecessor, President John F.
Kennedy." Seven books in the series, $30 a copy or $200 for the set. TI'd want
to see one before I plunked down any money. Subscriptions are to be addressed
to him at 7891 Gurtwell, Germany which seems like an inadequate address. Sylvia
Sent me the poop on that. You knew from Penn, too, that Lee Bowers was dead.

I think I told you that on the phone.
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Popkin's book is really an expended form of his artiele in NY Review of Books
with some excerpts from the Greater Philadelphia magasine, a judgment on the
Knebel piece with respect to the autopsy and nine appendices. Avon % NYR are
Jjoint publishers, I'd heard abocut its existence when I was in Dallas, The
piece was given a French translation, perhaps by Popkin himself, and appeared
in two consecutive issues of Le Nouvel Observateur under the title "Oswald n'a
pas tué". This was followed 2 week or So ago by a long article in I.'?'Eress
by Hagh Trevor Roper which pointed to the newly revived interest in the case
and recapitulated his doubts of the Warren Commission's investigation. And
interest in Europe, especial’y on the Continsnt is very high now according to
Maggie. She brought back a piece by Anthony Howard from the London Observer
that was rather well done I thought. Perhaps some of this maferial can be
Xeroxed and sent to you. And then Books for Sept 65 which you've undoubtedly
seen was interesténg for a variety of thin= , egpecially the Galbraith item.
Now to my Dallas visit. Penn met me atthe airport and we went immed-
istely to the site. I could sense it some minutes before we arrived and prac-
tically divined(sic) its loca®ion from behind long in advance of our arrival,
The first impression that hits one is the compactness ¢¥ the area, It is not
nearly as vast or spread-out, distended as the photographs indicate. Enlarge-
ments always, to me at least, blow uwp some particdlar area and then you try to
imagine the other ereas in the same dimensions and yon arrive at a rather dis-
torted picture. Here, then, everything is so close that you can move very
auickly from the underpass to Brennan's vosition to Zapruder to the Depository
steps. Quite amazing, believe me. So there were nc echoes. That is, until
such time as acouticel tests are made , I would be very skeptical of that
argument. Then, too, I found I could easily identify pedple in the windows
of the depository at 9:00 a.m. or 3:55 in the afterncon. The closer cne got
the better. But I could make out people from the corner of Houston & Main!
Not the sixth floor, mind you, bu others. Especially the Tth where the windows
open more. I would say the figures there were standing not kneeling and I could
estimate weight, age and color of clothing, hair etc. On the 7th certons were
stacked around the window much as they were in the early reconstruction photos.
I felt that anyone firing' &% the exposed portion of the monument on the grassy
knoll would have considerable trouble avoiding immediate detéction., I further
felt that firing from the back of the semi-circle portion of the pergola would
have had to be standing on something to do so and that from either side would
be terribly exposed to detection, The wooden fence, however, seems to offer
distinet advantages to somsone who wanted = fairly good view of the street and
maximim conceslment from the crowd. Although at the time I took my pictures
I was worried by the foliage that seemed to be obstructing the view of Elm and
momentarily doubted that one could fire or would fire from here without being
easily apprehended. The Dave Lifton theories are strongly challenged by a visit
tc the site. Very sobering indeed. But when I returned and developed my
photos I felt the wooden picket fence might well be the spot where some of the
shots came from. In fact, I'd like you to use one of these photos in your
seouel. I think it can be most suggestive, The shot of the road and Depository
from the Altgens position as indicated by Penn (I hope he correctly placed me)
was overexposed on the right side and I'm just sick aboubt it, but think it will
be helpful and I'm having a copy of the slide made for you, It shows the sixth
floor window of the Depository!l It &lso shows the archway of new signs across
Elm

Friday p,em. The copy or print from the slide is ready and I'm enclosing it

in this letter. It's a little faded compared to the sidde, but I hope still
useful. Tell me if you weuld like prints of the view from behind the picket
fence. T just scored ancther coup by getting Penn on the Pamela Mason show.
This is a real plus. So he has three appearances here. (I only wish it were
your book and you, but that will come in time, I hope) There might have been
mere had it not been due to the negligence of his literary agent. I had a
real tangle with him last night. He's ccmpletely ignorant of the case and
doesn't give a damn ebout it, Mggbe that's not essential to getting the book
over, but it would help. Getting back to Dallas: I declined a dinner meetipg
with Marguerite Oswald preferring to chat with Penn instead. The follewing
morning we toured the Osgk Cliff area and I learned what it meani when Earlene
Roberts said Oswald crossed the street to wait for the tus. I hadn't visual=
iged it quite that wav. We then guided Lane's assistant director, Richard
Stark, and a helicopter in which he was flyine over the varicus ke land-
marks. This was for the Russell Foundation in London and I thought not

terribly useful. After ancother wisit to the site we drove to Red Bird fidd
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I know this is rediculous and apologies are worthless. Penn has come and genel

and Lillian's husband died the Tuesday before his arrival. We only heard this,

when Ray Marcus contacted Lillian's niece the Sunday morming we stopped for lunch

with Bay and his wife, He apparently had been returned home only te have recurring

headaches and then was put back in hospital and w Ty shortly thereafter Aied. She,

1illiar has not communicated with us, would not see Penn and me when we went to

pay our resvects. She is taking it very hard, but we only feel that when she returns

to the case will she snap out of it. It's been terrible. The zeint of the trasedy

is that a brain tumor went, probably, unnoticed until it was too late and that an

early diagnosis at Mr. Sinai was a strokel ‘

Penn made & warm friendly impression on everybody. Pamela Mason's interview of
him came over very well, The Lomax show was aired at 10:30 of an evening but ‘
Penn didn't come on until we'd had an hour of Bishop Pike and twenty minutes of
some palmistry nut, so much of the audience had probably gotten tired and tuned
of f by twelve fifteen a.m. when Penn appeared, His sincerety still was appare!llt,
and he made an impact. |

Sunday Oct 25 was Magmie's party. HRay Marcus didn't attend because of pressing
family ob’izations(sic) which really meant he wasn't going to be there if Dave
Lifton avpeared., You musr't mention teo Ray that T told you this when he visits
you in the next few weeks, tut it's a fact and Maggie simply had to have flave |
there, So Penn, Flie and I had brunch with Ray & Leetha as I have already men-
tioned, before going on to Maggie's. There were Stznley Schinebaum from the Center
of Democratic Institutions at Santa Barbara, two people from Pickwick BookStore,
the two distributors of Penn's book, a few friends of Maggie's and mine and Dave
Lifton apart from the Jones family, Mr. Field, Maggie and myself. It was, as |

is always with Margie, lovely and elesant with fine food and drink. Penn was |

in rave form, and the stories of Dallas flowed a'most ebulliently from his lips.
His horrified listeners maintained a2n enforced silence. With one exceotion: Dave
Lifton never shut up, He was absolutely impossible. No wonder Ray wouldn't appear
It was my first meeting with him and I was exhmusted after z few minutes, He had
some of the Willis slides and I thought he meant to give the impression that he'd
broken the case singlehandedly! It was the only blotch on an otherwise perfect
evening, I moved Penn out of the Biltmore to a few blocks from myhouse as Ellie
went to Cleremont for dwo days of v sits with old Dallas hands, I was really

too tired to do justice to either myself or Penn in my interd ew of him next |
morning at KPFK, but he pulled us through magnificently and made a good strong
impressirn in an uninterrupted LS minute exchange. Lunch, a late one, followed

at Maggie, and a swim followed by ceocktails with Mort Sahl who arrived with

Ray Marcus for a fascinating colloguy of his impressions of Washington, D,C. from
which he'd just returned, Pretty bleak. And combim d with the emotionally bur-
dening one of Penn's the effect of gloom that descended on most of us, it has been
hard to dispel. S5ahl mentioned Penn on his show last Friday and may have him on
for a special avoearmmce, but it couldn't be worked out when Penn was her=.

On Tharsy last Mark Lane arrived and came here Fridsy afternmccn from a UCLA press
conference, I taped him right in my home. He was pleasant enough in~a kind of
laconic end "loner" way. The Holt Rinehart man who accompanied him was a walking
"blurb" for Lane's book: "The only book really." I demurred and brouvght up White-
wash (alse in the taping) but-fEE!y were so intoxicated with their success that

it mattered 1little. Lane went on and on and I'm going to have to edit the tape
severely. He started readine corresponience between Liebler and Rankin on the
missing road siens. These letters were given him by Lifton. I was sc taken sgback
that I didn't have presence of mind to ask him how these had come inte his vossessi on.
Earlier in the day he had an abortive confrontation with Liebler at the university's
Student Union. Liebler challenged him to 2 debate and it may be set up, but I

think it rather unlikely. Lane will sign autographs at Pickwick Menday night accord-
ing te the pacer this morning and leaves then on Tuesday for 8San Francisco. There
were a number of tactical errors Lane made at the press conference and Liebler| wants
tc answer them, And, get this, David Lifton is helping Liebler prepare his rebuttal
to Lane's contentions! T think this is absolutely shocking. Dave has turned into
another jones Harris, He is beyond redemption in my book and I think you must|be
very guarded if you continue to write to him. He misrepresented you at Maggie's
parfyon at least one occassion.

We would , of course, be eager and ready to read your seruel and offer what suggestions
we could, I think I probsbly have more time than Maggie or Ray, but I think that it
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be of more value for them to give it careful tstudy than me alone. Sylvia
wants Magoie to index and cataBgue all her clippines from the press and
magagines, which may take Maggie months. So I'm not sure how much attenticn
she could egive, But both she and Ray expressed interest and willingness to
helo in any way they can.

You cans ee me on "Pistols AndcPetticoats" sometime next month I
should think. I don't recall the name of the episode, I play Clarence
0'Day of the 0'Day Corrsl. I% should be fairly amusing, I filmed that
right after Penn left and together with rehearsals for some dramatic
readings is the reason for the long delay in getting this letter off te you,
I've enjoyed ttalking briefly with your wife, for whom the Joneses huve
especially warm and friendly feeling= as indeed they do for you yourself.
Certainly, my hope is that the two of you can ceme here soon in connecticn
with the promotion of your book. If that is not possible I'll endeavor to
visit you there for a recorded interview.

Best Wishes,

V4




