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10/20/66
Year B5ill (end idaggle) ( snd L hope by mow “illian),

Enclosed is something I would not ordinerily send, a copy of a letter to Ray
th~% is lsrgely self-explanatory, I may be wrong in this, ond if he ssks your opinion
end it 1s contrsry to mine, tesr me up. If 1t is not, I hope ysu can spesk frankly to
hime L know he is determ ned to meske no chingeses I think it would then be better to
drop the whole thing, On the other hind, he really cen de somethirg worthwhile with
this, even more then I wss ¢ rtein of when he snd I spoke end when I wrote, for I have
Just bed s lond-distence esll from Yew York reporting whet I had slready been told but
with an adlition., The ‘‘snchester bonk does ey thut only two bulleta were fired, .}t
elezo says that the Yarren Comiisrion nlso said thet only twec bullets were fired. " he
man wio paooned me is in contect with Harper's, vhere he snvorently hes friends. + may
heer fron them tomorrow, MNow if the “ench-ster bo-k comes out right sfter the first
of the year with a big stink about bullets, and 1t will be » God-awful stink if it
does, about which I've apoken to Ray briefly end haven't tims to &0 ionto detsil here,
anything baving to do with bullets will be like o lisensa %o print noney.

Without help, I m eonfident I'11 ruin the Menchestes book. I*ve been in touch with
Look znd Harperks both in the past, offered them prodfs contrery to Menchester's
publie stetem:nts end strongly represensd that the gppearance of an unofficial white-
wesh would be ad sdditionel aatiomsl disgrace of incaleulubls magnitude. I've beoen
uworking on this privetely for s yesr in verious ways. I aelso sent Look the stuff you
saw, so they know its ‘¢ontent, too.

There 1o the further hezerd, returning to Fay, thethwith so little to add to
what is slready public knowledge or with the story incomplete, including wks his
follurs to use whet is related and is slresdy public tnowladge, 1 fear it may injure
his reputetion. I mey be wrong, but Popkin's reputation hzs not been imp_o?%ed by his
book. Rey i= too nice s guy for peonle to be saying such things sbout him when he is
one of the people ~[ whom this could never be true.

After getting & copy of the Ssturday Review l:st night I wrote sn imuediate
end indignent reply to Fein, politely celling him = lier srd e covard, proving he
misguoted me, eskins why they took the liberty of editing my cover, and chsllenging him
to & debate in their pages or elsewhere. Completely independently, Jack sickinney, J
whose radio prograem on CalU ie one ot the best talk shows snd whose cleer channel gives
his 5 vest eudienc: that Vince and I (last we i Sylvis, =nd she did w&ll. i'a told)
have already educated on this subject, was outraged a8t the SR piece. ~ & sounded off
last night, seying especially nice things sbout Ssuvege, Vince end ne, and olimost
invitin- the julge tc spiesr., They phoned me todey #nd I esked them %o challenge the
Judge to meet me in deb:te on their Iilocyeles. IT he does, fine. I{ he doss not,
fine. In the latber event, sfter enough time pesses for the SR to reply, I'll ask Jack
to huve me beck, fa ia a very decent guy, »nd 1 hove in the nest set his phorma %o
Jumping and his sudience %o letter-writing, sc h- may zive me the op-ortunity to
reply to the judge #f the judge doesn't show. Usybe we con cet o dislogue going.
Unles: fein 1s an awful lier, bigrer then even his story shows, he hasn't read my
book. Thet¥will be wonderful {f he shows Ube

Metromedis is meskinz a big think of tie penel show, to be sired in LA snd I
suppose ovember 12, if no unnouncemefit hos besn meue. It 1s 8=1l here, €-12 in NYW,
They are teaking paid ed& in the pepersm using extensive spots on their ststione, end
working on all the pssible tieins, I ssked them (DC) to have & preas prcview snd if
desired for me to be questioned theresftor, They hsve agreed. It is to be 11/4 _7:30
pm, with RSVP inviteations to sabout 100, who wil. ench be given & copy of "E.I’I'ﬁ ASH,



This will cost me money, but I think 1t is worth it. Metromedis will provide
refrdshments. They are even inviting reporters fros Bsltimors, The station m: nager
took the time to lo-k at the first hour snd told me yesterdsy 1t is very impreesive.
Ifge sugrested further that they offer the memle ra of the Commission an entirely
privete vneview. Yhether they'll do this, I do not know.

This Menchester thing msy be resl blg. He just eanzot be right. Did you sea
the Fiegehthaler letter in Newsweek (I haven't, for + have no time to reed and still
no money for subseriptions) but I've had it road to me by phone. Cne waey or enother
"HITEWASH II will be sveileble first, end between the two, I think, sslde from the
vast resources of Herper s, the job will be done, I've hed rrivate corregpondence with
the Kennedy femily which"l ghall not refer to, but going back to lrst sum-er 1've
been werning Bobby's office of the potentisl for ruin in it for him.

“y best to you sll,

Sineer~ly,



