10/21/66
Dear Bill,
This is as far ss 1 got lost night when something very good hapnpened. Let us

teke it as an augury. wWhen you cslled I was doins some work that didn't require close
sttention and + had tuned in "GAU 1s Philadelohis whera, 23 1 told you, Jeck McKin-ay
has been wonderful on this subject, giving both sides snd in sbundence. The time he
hes devoted to i1t is in excess of what Vince told you. ﬁe has had me slone on for 28 12
hours and with Vines end Curtus Crewford for at leust elght, T thourht he might eir
my chs:llenge to Fudge Fein. After ®e talked, the tiny teonsistor set wes still going and
he wes agein on the #erren “eport (the first damned thing I'm going to do When we pay
the printer in full is get » decent rsdio, one with st least 15 trensistors and also
getting M, so 1 cun hesr good music when 1 work ana get programs like this when I
want them. The 1little thing was fading and I could only hesr part of it). McKinney
has been so wonderful his sudience i: actuslly researching the subjsct., One young
men ia sctuslly studying *HITEWASH. He has checke? it szainst the originel sources
and ehs called s half-dozen typohraphical arrors to my sattentionl A womsn lust night
had cheecksad some of my quotes 2ns misund:ratoed the originel materisl, "hile she and
Jack wers %talking about this, I goi the right pags of AITEWATH eng the right testi-
mony - thet of J, Edger Hoover. By coincidence, when I had spoken to hiz producer

two days ago I had susggostad thet Jeck zould gst sn interesting filllp by calling me,
whatever the hour (he's on uatil 2 s.m.) whenever a guestion come:;g? He was telling
this woman thst he hed mads such an arrsngement when I- czlled, anda th:et snnouncement,
the word from his producer thot I was on the phone, %2 a nice twist. They patched mp enl

the woman called*both in on s conforence phene z2nd + hed the next hours. I think it
wos excellsnt, end I got a lot of good stufl in, I also praised the womsn for what she
wes dolng snd expressed the hope all Americens would do it - with me and with the
Commission. Fwem the time we -you end I-finished telking until midnight I hsd a very
good and s very lsrge sudience that I know extends from below Floride to the Arctic

and to west of the Mississippl. So I went to bed feeling good, wide awake, snd thougﬁi:

of the sitmetion %hat worries you. Wide sweke sud slert, ss these broadcaats leave me,

I got some e;Laa. One of them in enclosed. It is & statement that, if you dsesire,
AL
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ean relause out there, Perhaps you csai get someons like Mort Sahl interested in using it.

Rey played me part of tha beginning of one of hhig Lene progrems. 17 Sahl ie interested
end will do this, I'd be just ss hapby if he plsyed down the herc pit. Lane is less then
that, snd so em I, “sybe 1t builds sudience interest, but 1 have found fact does &
pretty good Job this way, too, and I sincerely believe we want and need n=ither heros
nor villsins, only th: truth. If Sahl is interested, he csn phone me once a week ami
esch time I'1l give him s question for Liebeler to enswer. LI you chesck these refarences
{n FHITEVASH you'll find & good begin:ing, ond VHITEWASH II should cnd his book unless
he wenta to write, without student heln, "Mis Culpa",

If I xnow my wonderful wife, your 1p3t night's phone eall will giva her more
energy end she'1l type "HITEWASH II fester. Her fatigue is not entirely of physical
origin, tt is in large pert due %o the streins snd strssses of 30 years with me, end
that, eles, wes not essy om nar. I reslly believe WIITETASH II 1s the enswer to Liebeler
and meny, many others. Ly ig rieh, mors shocking that ﬂHITﬁ%ASH, and puts the sniire
investizetion into persnsctive with punch and fsct. T4a fact is senzational, Tithout
Liebsler's lusty participation there could have been no whitewash, and this includes
an the questionm of whether there was any Icind of clendestine connection between
Dawald snd the govermment (plesse let this go no farthur than Maggie).

Se 1t 1= not elone because I Ymow this 1s the way it must be that I encourage
sou to find s patlence one should never wsnt to have on suech # subject. I think the
jmmedlate problem, like most 1if not w1l the obthere, will soon solver itoelf. Meanwhile
plesse get toc me every rord Liebelsr says, everylhing his apologists say, every tout
from Lomsx. I may see and understand sometbing not {mmedintely spparent to you, and
I em familiar with his record. IT you have eny bright kid out thers interssted in
doinz e little oasy work, pleasde g2t win to scan the record and make me 8 1list of ell
the witnesses Liebeler exsmined. I will never be able to remember them s1l, but I may
well recall on the spur of the momsnt whet hepoened -or didn't thatl should heve = in

these interrogations.



With esch pessing dey I become more convinced of the viability of my spproech.
Stick to the record.ind eventuslly I'11 meke Liebaler stick to it, the one thing he

eennot and will try not 4o do. He camnot survive 1t.

Before 1 forget, I_should heve included it in the stetement, but try and not
let Lisbelar farget end try snd let your people, especially Senl end eny other TV
br newspaper porson "ho miszht be 2t all fair, mow that Liebeler rmfwwmwixt fsiled to
appesr for the teping of the coming Metromedis spscial. Here he would have hed to face,
if not Lane, then me. The Commiszion ani the lawyers were invited to ettend end
papticipate. Liebeler picks those he'll meet face to face, and pick his omm ground,
This also shows he is not very devoted to his csume, for he I® put his own defense,
which 1s, 53 he should never be sllowed to forget, involved with thst of the Commission
and 1ts Roport, in the hends of others to whom he grve no help.

I clso em more then ever convinced that the proper focus is on the Beport, not
the Commission and 1ts members. |

Another before I forget: when is that TV show on which we con see what you
look likev

Taﬂ# all want this to wash out clesn. I think most of us want it to come out
fairly and honorablye. lhis mesns thex people must understand. In turn, thi: means time,
and in turn, patiencs. With the play Lene alome zot in LA, it is unfalr to expect
the medis to subject themselves to legitimete criticism by not giviag the otlor side
its dey. L4 i also in the interest of the ultimsts truth, and I suzgest that it will
slsc arm us. Veit until you see whst I have dene with Jpecter. “n this, 1'd like to
ask & favor of you. 1 Bave no time for TV snd hove given up newspapers. 'iy wife clips
from them whet she thinks will interest me end I've wut them awsy for the future. ‘Yhen
there 15 somethingz 1like Specter on Today (they will not hawe ms, to0ld people in New
York they'll hsve me on sny other subject but this) could you %aps it at 1 7/8 or

T Lebl st Ll

3 3/4 s I ean hear 142 Thus I con know about it snd parhaps be in en avontusl

position %o use i%. But to return to thanoriginsl subjest of this naregrapb, from

the not easy point of view of fairness, whut is wrong with Liebeler having equsl
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oprortunity, the equivalent of what Lane gott This reminds me of sométhing, Neither
Lene, nob I nor nnyone else should ever be rs;srded ag anything like an "official
spokesman” for those of us who say the Report 1s wrong. Ve are s1l independent, sll
have our own viewf and nons of us should want to be bhung with sny who err. I try
not to err, but I !mow all of us, no metter how nerd =e try, con meke mistskes, The
unfortunate thing is that some 0% us have been ill informed and have made serious
mistakes and othars have baen caraless and self-seeling and meda 5illy cnes. Some

day thers will he & reskoning. Lverybody is taping 2verything., Lare has een taped for
years. The publishers have be:n toring me and + hesr my own lines cauning bazk et me,
Tois is so obviousqﬁhat cthers are calling it to my sttention., 5o I,%to0, spesk only

for myself, not for you or anyone else, This 1: necesssry ;f tha injustics 1= to be
corected, as we wonbt, If I make = mistake, don't you sink with me.

lieny things sre workiansz cur way. I told you the probabilities with the Manchester
book. There ore other things, somc small, some possibly major. I heve two wuwojor newspapesf
re-eximining their positions. Tonight I'm having m ﬁenckan—typa meeting with reporters
from the morninz end avening Beltimore Sun, st their raquest. On the fourth there will
st least be the op-ortunity for s mmjor pert of the Washington press to heur what I
heve %o say efter the privete sereening of the Metromedis special, The Washington
Metromedia people fell in with this suggestion snd are even providing food snd drink
for it. Thet program will help, too, snd the 12th is not far aways Lvery duys feels
like the only important one now, but they sre sll lnportsnt snd 211 come in dus time,
The thing thet ore then sny cther opsned uvhis up fer us, zside from the residusl

suspleions of tho people, 1s the abuse thet wus hesped upon me. This first heppened

on the "Long John" Inebel shos in NYG, where I cut my clear-chan-el eye teeth, %hut
+ 1mp4;viaed then was fine, especislly for me. I feel this thing so deeply that I elways
approach it almost timidly. The socner scme one tekes after me the sooner I get going.
;;Lebggl end his two Jackals, Buckley's 0'Doughtery snd Vietor Lesky, sbused me persn=-
8lly. I gove thme little resistenca until I had the sudience sympethy, The, bingl And

I did it by sticking to the record end trying to hold them to it. This ettracted the

attention that got me on ﬂﬁe Burke show, where my opposition wes not the radical right



but the supposedly reaponsible peonle. Those tertible lewyers made me into Galshad
and I got a really vest =nd concentrated sudience. This show, 1 beliews , had mors to
do with the openinz of the electronic medls then onything else, for i% proved sudience
interest, which is whot statlons end sponsbdrs went, snd 1t showed that at least some
of us who insist wrong is not right are respcnsible snd have the interest ol the
country at hesrt. 1 rer:llylthin}r_' thst mors then the superb public-relstions done by
Holt thi. opened up TV for Lene. + 1414 %he basis of credibility for him, 58 for
Epstein, and in the right place, vhere sll the people who malke tha decision sre erd
either suw and heemd Tor themsalves or hsard ebout it. I cannot begln to tell you whet
that show reslly did (oustide Metromedia, whers the results sre obviocus), Une example
is in 2 letter I got this wesk, One bookstors sold 300 coplss of FHITEYASH in e single
dey. Epstein bed » pege 1 review in Book eek, by Uondwin, no less, =nd 1 sutsold him
right-in YC, as elsewhere, Thet wesk, sccording to ths wholgsalers, FHITETASH was
the best seller in Mew York with most of *he stores never having hesrd of i% and not
knowing where %o get 1t.

So, let thea sbuse us. Lepeeislly let Liebelor sbuse me. 1 know I'm really not
the white knight, but if i1t helps the people undorstend the truth, let sons dope like
Lasky or Lisbeler maka me into on=2.

Do not despsir. Ye csnnot win every round. If we win too meny, we' 11 get over=
confident. I've been plugzing Peun in every wey I esn. Right now he had & very merchent=
able product ( and he 1s @ very decent guy, the only one of my“ceompetition” [for whom
I heve a genulne ragar:;). With his stuff on the yystarious desths and mine from the
record we have our best weepons. He is slow snd drewly and I'm stoccato when We are
on the sir or on camers, which mekes & good pair. e also is not in this for what he
can get out of it., Vhat he saya is quite comprehensible, It is, indeed, very strange
thet thése peoplas nll died or xkmx were asssultad, sni people can essily understend

that 1t is unnatural. After PHITEWASH II is out there 1s the possibility of s raally
Y,

sanaation‘joint gp ‘eersnce of the two of us if he gets me whet 1've asked of him, =nd

in & letter I got from IsA. yesterday she promises & pd&lture would be in the mail the
A



day after she wrots ihet one. Zith the mnonymous help of a percon whose identity I
thirk I kmow T may have come up »ith s very importent uissing link. If it pens out,
4% will be n resl shocker. This ia pure Perry “ason, for which I wish 1 had one of those
real tiny tepe record-rs snd en sutometlc subminerature cemers, like sn sutomstic ginox
tf there is such s thing, I will not end we'll do it without such deviess.
Mot to toy with you, for you will kuow when I'ge got a cony of the ms ;{o send
you, but Hoover invented s fmlse "False Ossald” snd bonby-trappdd the Commiscion with
him. PLEASE ssy nothing of this, but I've got 1t very solid, over Hoaover's clgneture,
On the ms, =s soon ss I get W ck a couple of chapters I asked my artist to read,

I'11 heve s complete carbon. I'1l send this to you if I have 1% before tho Xeroxed

coples arrive. It is not necessury for you to lerox your own conY, I thouglit it would

spead things up md give laggle & chsnes to resd it while you werec., As sotn as you

hava raad it, m&gf%rty sugzeations you cun {including specific omes), you can return 1%

for 1%t 1s %he only extra copy L hsve end 1 have srrenged for the zmx meneging editor

of © wejor newgpuper Lo read it. IF he and that papsr then do nothing, vhich is the

probebility, they will kaox its contents and this does have sn effect, I found this

to be the case with FHITE"ASH. Evem thouzh the intréduction of Inquest to Viking was

on a personal levar (not Jones Hqrris but irnold Krekowsr to Tom Cuingberg) it helped

for Asron Asher, the editor, to have rsad snd wented Viking to do 'HITEWASH, for he

%new the truth snd Mmew thera was 1i%°le 4o worry sbout in thet thin gruel of Epsteints,.
Other things slso are geing to help us. Tsne's book will be in peperback (Fewcett)

in early Januar&p-. 'rhia will meterially ine-esse its eirculetion, There iz & chence for

mine, ton, and-at a buck rather then flve snd with genoral availability it ecan also do

more good. - |

On :{eroxing,f if you c=n zat sc:ess to an Bl4, you esn use 3 lergar sheset of paper

and ‘39133‘ 2 ;?e;",.gea :E‘o.}- tha 335¢ price of one, which would make thz cost not much more

then éfl(). ~1yl.'.\\'ife is eslling me te breskfcst, and then bac-k to the ms until the meil

(end I hope oﬂé‘.;._ra}. Chirs up, pond people. Truth is & shield. it will take time,

\\
but we are going to 4o this thingl

~—

Ny, Best to you all, Harold



