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Dear Jim, ans/ms

When you phoned it was not your sweet one's articulation of chow time
that cansed me to forget. I jJust plain forgot. while Hunry Secarupa of the
Bal timors Sunday Sun was here today (from 10 a.m. 0 5115 pem., With no lunch break)
among the many phone interruptions wes @ ol from Yohn Fox of the Reporters'
Committes for Freedom of Information (if that im the name). He wanted to know the
status of my case, 50 I agked which omm, He spparently was unaware that !» had a
choice, that there was mor~ than ona. ' ‘ ‘

I updated him on spectro and we, perhaps on:his nuestioning, went into the
transeript osse. With more tact and timpk diplomscy that 4 felt the situation
wappanted I teld him thers ware several new aspects they appear to have missed, and
not becauss you and E had not given landau a oopy of the book and an explanstion.

He agreed that horm-to~horn, toe-to=tos on whether or not there was a
*national security* Justifisation was new and newsy that proving a negative
againat the government also wasy and that daring it to charge me with perjury in
ths course of it was something less comaon than the rising of the san; snd that

1t is just posaidble that with “esell having ingored the guestion of who eomumited
perjury, Baselon might nt have. ) :
s, he agresd, thore were these "new® handles, . .

Wo knows, maybe scmeons will/ yet realize that lasy yearz this wes even
news, as reporiers spell it. .

I updated him on spectro, He didn ¢t even know it was the first filed under
the amended law. I told him found no Iine to head at 9 that 2.m. And that while
before they bad gon: to the Suprems Court, this time they were sweetness and light,
F3T gtyle, offering full compliance, ‘

Weo'd welcome it, I said, and we'll also belisve it - after performance.

He was to have called you. I suggested it, gave him your phone nmumber, and
asked him to return whatever xarcass he asks of you. Apparently he had not phoned
by sevarel hours later beosuse yom did not mention it,

From this itwould seem that our wnder-the-wirs visit was nnreported.

Henry Scarupe's questioning got off intsrestingly. Pretiy soon he got into
ny being "fired” by the *LaPollette Comrdttes.” I laughed quitely and said he’d been
into his morgue but apparently it wasn't very dependsble. Then I explained that a)
LaFullette covldn't "firg™ me becanss I wama ¢ on his payroll, and I explained that
part fully; that it wasn't really the "LaFollette" commities but was more ascurately
described by the title line I had on the hrarings, “Civil biberties.® To this I-mt

added much other detail, like how I got aroundé the combined LaFallette and FIR
opposition to contiming :the hearings for the migratvrory farm worker/ California
investiga tion and did he remember Orapes of Wrath? ,(If you don't imow this story

and all itas parts, & good time is when COral History Wrone is arvund.) I then, without
nakding any refertmos to Martin Dies, told him that Paul Ward's storiss were a disap~
pointmnent ot me becauss I'd had a healtly respect for him until he either violated
confidence, misquotad or both, I did not resesber which or details, only impression,

~That was the end of that. But the point is that the only reference to my being "fired"”

was by Dies, He knew, as ho seems to have put it, that I had "leaked" confidential
matarial to the Baily Worker. I told him I had no confidsntisl material, that this
committee had net held any exscutive sessions, thst its record was publis, that it
was not the Yaily Vorker in any event by a lsbor news syddicate (I told him shere to

find that reporter, who has a .0, per. agency) an’ rather than “eonfidential®
material 1t wasgxxx galley proofs of a hearing.

It wvas all very polite, friendly and plessant, this part and after it was
inmsdiately abandoned. He could have gone to his morgue, he eould hava found this
distortion thers, and hs sbandoned it at this point, which is not to say that he
intended otherwise. I don't know mnd didn't ask,

(Somewhere I have a nictura of ma of that periods It will somvines you, if
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of nothing else, that while your generation may have invented GD3, it did not
invent hair. C"sul Ward did so,s kind of finking outeide the Dies searet hearing
room dut I don't resevber the details. I probably have ths clipping smewhers if that
also is not something the Hollywood Ten did not rejurn. Now on hair again, that
place Hunt and Cushman talked about on that clandestine tape was a fins Spanish
restaurant in the Vashington “uilding, of which you have heard in amother contexte.
The maitre was an Avmenian who called himmelf Farker. When 1 got there thers was
first the exclamation, Tessshs-kah-neceeenyl* followsd by an embrece « To him I
looked 1ike a vielinist, therefore I was Toscanini, We didndt reelly resemble
sach other and T'sz hair was gray, which mine isn,t yet. »

Anyway, I did pot indicate my surprise at the manner .f the begin:dng of this
interview and that manner did not get me to change anything I said. It lasted seven
hours, minmns s mumber of interruptions, on several ,of which, with permission, I had
him on sn extemsion, Fox was one, Finley ancther. He was not in any sense unpleasant
sbout this, 30 I'm-making no infersnces and drewing no conclusiocns. *t is right and
proper for a reporter to consult his morguee. Somehow, howsver, hia reflsction of 1t
did not include shat I mow 48 in that morgus, me and cooking, il and cooking, and
ny Geese for ‘sace projest. Also my(sunccessful) suit(s) against the govermment on

When he finished taping I told him I was surprised. At what? At his asking
no questions sbout Wil IV. It secms that he had not had that in perticular in kind, -

¥ors me, a Marylander. Legit. But I did yemind him that it is ths currant bock
and that for ary of his paper's readers there is no other wvay o f getting it.

He was interested in Russell. I added a little to what is in the book.

- He was not interested in the trenscript.

Or LEO as an agent(

W”’ BIA, aetc.

I followed his interestz and questions and was myself, for all the world
as though I did not see anythin: uwmsusl in the selective and even then incomplete
reflection of the contents of his papers'morgue. (There are three pspers.)

, He says he is going to trancride (WOWL Seven hours?) and might then call
mee I said fm. plm. doe

Thers was nothing in his mamer or words to indicate any infriendly
iatent. I merely report and record. I am not anticipating another xg Goulden.
If 4t haprens, it will happem. But it will not raflect the interview if it does.

» . »
Dan't copy the O'Tooling/din Psnthouse. I regeivad a scopy today, thanks.

I think 1% wald be nice if gomeone other than we asked NiReview what the
sxact ¥arreh Comxission doocument is thmt says this man in CE237 actuslly ,repressnted
hinself ag LHD. I don't think there is such a document. Just a naive inquiry feem

: imoco:t readere It ought not be from Frederick, #d.! Even Garrison didn't
aim that, ,

‘ This is a very dudlous venture and ot only becuse it is public identifi-
ocation of Bnd witk U'Soole, Larry road wireessrvice copy to ms. But it doee have
fud in the position of endorsing O'Toole piblicly. Ubviously ths story :as placed
as puffery for the book, 30 1t mesns further identifiscationm of Bud with the hooke

Pgblic, that ia,.

0!Toola got & good “hicago play, electronie and print. CON's Faton covered
Press Club press conference. Page one, one sdition only. “ike real,

Jarry was also on TV thers on the nmming numés bit,

Hice “ote from Tﬁ voffin today. iz undatsd newsle t r =k akes ref to
ty



