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Rusk: Watergate Hurts
N ixon’s Foreign Policy

By Maruyn Berger

¢+ “Washington Post 8taff Writer

-Former Secretary of State
Dean Rusk made a rare public
appearance in ‘Washington
yesterday and declared that
the ‘“odious” and “tragic”
Watergate affair would impair
the President’s role in foreign
affairs.

“It is impossible to come
into this poisonous fog that
has settled over . . Washing-
ton without commenhng on

Watergate,” Rusk told some
350 persons at the Women’s
National Demoeratic Club.

“This has been an odious af-
fair, I feel it is very iportant
we get all of the truth as
quickly as possible, take reme-
dial action, and get on with
the public business.”

Talking witn reporters later,
when asked about the impact
of the scandal on Mr. Nixon’s
foreign policy, Rusk added:
“Anything which reduces lead-

ership at home impairs to
some extent his role in foreign
affairs.. .. No doubt his voice
will be muted by this very se-
rious and tragic affair.”

Rusk said that he had *no
doubt that the truth will come
out” as a result of investiga-
tions by several Congressional
committees, the ecourts, , vari-
ous grand junes “and a vigor-
ous and inquiring press.”

He expressed personal confi-
dence in the work of Attorney-
General Elliot Richardson and
special proseeutor Archibald
Cox. ‘

“This is not -a matte:_' i g
concentrated in Washington,"
Rusk said. “This is a matter of
deep concern throughout this
land.” He expressed the hope
that the “malefactions of a
few" would not be used to con-
demn government employes as
a class, for more than 99 per
cent of them were trying to do
the right job.

The use of covert techni-
ques for partisan political pur-
poses, he said in the interview,
was the “first step toward a
police stafe in this country .

a deep - infringement of the
most elemental notion .of our
society.” :

The Democratic Party, he
said, could take no comfort
from the scandal. All Ameri-
‘cans, he said, “are in the same
ship and we come through to-
gether or we go down to-
gether. Such a deep injury to
our national political system is
something in which we can
take no joy at all.” . | ‘
He said that the temporary|
mbing of Cambodia would
ot improve the American
argaining position in negotia-
ons. “Those on the other side
ow the American people
ave decided -to- get out and
not return. We're ‘out,
e're going to stay out and ...
’1l have to accept the conse-
ences.”




