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From President Nizon’s “ztatc of
the world” ‘report to Congress . gf-
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n 1972, the face of world politim

. changed dramatically.: But one “¢df=
stant factor in ‘this changing pattéiﬁr
has been the close relationship amogg
the Atlantic allies, It has been ﬁ:ue,p
however, that as the relaxation of. Eaat
West  tensions ‘became more mo,—.
nounced, some of our allies questioned'
whether the United States wouldurm
‘main committed to Europe or would
instead pursue a new balance of power
in which the older alignments woyld
be diluted and distinctions between al
lies and adversarles would disappom‘.
Apprehensions may be inevitable.in a.
~period of -great: international chanffd
after a long period of conﬁ'ontatit)m
_As relations between adversaries ‘are-
ameliorated, those not directly fin"’
| volved tend to worry that their own-n;,
_terests are nhomehow subordinate o
new relatlonshms Pyt el J‘-m.

_ But the ‘United States will ‘neyé¥
cnmpromlse the . aecurlty of Eu.rope ?3‘.
the interests of our allies. The best
' reassurance of our unity, however,.lies,
not in verbal pledges but in the knawl:,
,edge of agreed purposes and commort:
policles. ‘For almost a decade the. Alli
ance has debated questions of defensé
and detente—somesurging one colif'sé,
others a different priority. Now the d- .
bates should end. We must close ranks
and chart our course together i.'or ntha,
decade ahead. . Py

1973 is the, year of Eutope becauge J’ﬁ'
the historic opportunities we face. vto-“,

i gether The United States, Canada,-and
Westérn Europe, have a decisive com
‘tribution to make to a healthy workd:
economy and to a new peaceful mtern-
national order. These are new creaﬁve
tasks for our partnershxp il 2708,
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