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The Usher’ s Logbook Will Never Tell
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dne mumin»g aavéral mon'ﬂhs ago, a Teport’ circulated :

among the housedﬁee;ﬁ'ng staff ‘at the Whlrte House that
former pmmdenrtlal asswtanfts H. R.. (Bob) Haldeman and

" John Ehrlichman had: vmrted Prem;dpnrt leon in the y

family quarters thenlghtbelm \ s oy W T
The report is 1mpossxble to chet:k\ at this pdm't

cause President and Mrs. Nixon have quieiﬂy done away|
with the traditional usher's logh'ook a record that for|"

nearly 90 years hag been used to” Kkeep track of
private callers at ll:ha Execut.m Mansmn

The loghooks, which {hraVe 'been mamt:nined for all |

First Families since the days of Grover Oleveland shuw
who they saw and ho'w longtheystayed il

If callers remained for dlmer, the: record shows whﬂt .

they ate, and where. If the-y stayed overmght, ¢he recond
dhovwed which guest moom ﬂwy o:ccupmd

White House spokmen declined to say thm week
when the Nixons had decided to dispense with thtp log
book, except to confirm that the dction has FEveen
the last few months.” 1 .

According to Mrs. Nixon's m'esssemwr
| 'Smith, the Nixons decided, after five “years;: that ‘the
loghook was “too personal—w'hﬂt ‘time they “get " up,

what they eat. for breakfast, fhhe names of ‘all their =

friends coming in.”

_However, another source on Presxdent leons ~gide -

of the White House says that the practice of keeping an-

usher's Iogbbok was abolished after the most reeent one '

was “auhpoemed and details leaked to -uhe press

According to investngatm for the Senate Watergarte
'Committee and the Specml Prosecutor’s office, the log-

: ﬂouse employee:

book kept by the usher's office on the mansion slde of
the White House and another kept in the West Wing

_ office are the best records avaﬂahle on. presidential

_ movements.

‘The logbooks. begun by the first White House usher,

- Ike Hoover, in the 1880s, are not. puf)lie documents, It -

' belongs to the First Family and is traditionally presenbed
to the First Lady to take with hevr when she leaves,

The logbook mfamfbmned f’or the: Lyndon B. Johnsons,
for example, is regarded by the curators of the LBJ Li-
brary in Austin, Tex., as part of the. late President’s most

““confidential” papers and i sealed. It will' not be made
available to ftustonan‘q am:l Jscholars until some date in

© the future. 1 T ‘:

Rep&ters have ot beeri nﬂlowed to ook at the ]og
‘books in any administration, but press: ofﬁce employees
. could always consualt 1t in- ﬁhe past to answer reporter’s

+~ questions. /'i-_-,-

:_«» ‘ Now, with no wrltben regord it is hnpossifble to check
“guch visits as ﬂhaft mpmtedly made by Haldeman and.

Ehlfhdhmaﬁ

¢ 9T dom't 'Lhmk the Aﬂ stayed owefmig\ht " said a White

T ktiow ‘is that I heard it when

‘I got to work the next moming—that théy'd been here .

- in the house to see" Presldent Nixon, I afssume at was
for dmner but I don’t know Pl sy a

. Haldeman and Ehrlichman remgmd Apnl 30 1973
5but remained at the White House for several weeks after
that Alrthough reporters have had reason to believe that

ent Nixon may have been in touch with his former
aidies by telephone’ since the left ‘the White House,
there has been nothing to indicate that they may have
" called on him in person until now. '
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