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Watergate and Women

' The AP story May 15, headlined “Wo-
" men’s Programs Hurt by Watergaté"
! is an insult to any sensible woman’s
" intelligence, What programs has Nixon
ever promoted during his five dis-
astrous years in the White House? You
don’t mean to imply that his appoint-
ment of a handful of loyal Republican
women to high-salaried but useless
positions can wipe out the diserimina-

tion against 'women that has existed-
for the entire history of this country?
Does ‘Mr. Nixon’s appointment of
Ms. Armstrong wipe out the fact that
85 per cent of the welfare recipients
are women and dependent children
(and that 33 per cent of those women
are trained and willing to work but
cannot find day care centers for their
children, due to Mr. Nixon’s anti-child-
“care “program”)? Does it wipe out the *
millions of unemployed, or underem-
ployed and underpaid women who are
heads of households and cannot afford
the luxury of doing volunteer work?
To blame Watergate for the cruel
and inhuman treatment by this govern-
ment and this administration of over .
half of this nation’s citizenry is a trav-
esty. It wasn’t Watergate that changed
the all-female Talent Bank, established
before Nixon got to the White House,
into'a male and female job hun{ bank.
It wasn't Watergate that kept women
. and minorities in the lowest GS level
- Jobs in government up to and including
the present time. It wasn't Watergate
_ that created the Women’s Participation
. of the Bicentennial Administration two,
years ago (outraged women's groups
demanded this appointment) and then
refused to fund it, staff it or even ac-
knowledge its presgnce. '
Much as I love The Washington Post,
I must take issue with the entire
article. The encumbent has been con-
sistently opposed to women and minori-
ties since the early 50’s. He has no use *
for career women (or women who wear
pant. suits!) and he has done nothing
to encourage the develobment af
American women economically, educa-
tionally, socially ' or | psychologically.
Watergate (deleted expletive), that (in-
audible) man in the White House has
been (inaudible) women since the day
he was born, Saying that Watergate ter-
minated his “programs” is a first class
(deleted and naughty) lie.
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