Unlikely Model

By William V. Shannon

WASHINGTON — The odyssey of
Richard Nixon has finally brought him
to Yalta.

In substantive terms, the occasion is
bizarre. With the economy wracked by
inflation and his Administration rav-
aged by Watergate, Mr. Nixon hurries
off on trips that may be unnccessary
and are certainly not urgent. He is like
a homeowner trving to distract the
attention of insurance investigators
fram his burn-out house by staging
" fireworks dxaplays on hls nelghhors
lawn. i
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Roosevelt relished surprises. Impor-
lant projects such as the plan to
enlarge the Supreme Court were con-
ceived secretly with the aid of only
one or two trusted advisers. Similarly,
Mr. Nixon nurtdred his change of pol-
icy toward Mainland Chma without
taking Congress, the public or® this
country's alliées into his confidence.
His dominant motive for so much
secrecy, was his desire to spring a
stunning surprise.

President Roosevelt tended to use
his Secretaries of State—Cordell Hull
and later Edward R. Stettinius—as
public relations false fronts. During
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Worid War 11 o2 relied upon Harry
Hopkins, his personal confuisnt. to
conduct sensilive diplomaiic missions
Hopkins' wartime role ~losely paval
lels that of Heniv A. Kiesinger in his
pre-Secretary of State days. Interven-
ing Presidents made no comparable
sustained use of a single trusted emis-
sary operating outside of public
scrutiny and Congressional conirol,
“Meeting 2t the summit” — the
phrase was Churchill's but it was
Roeseveit whose unannounced trips
abroad established this bewitching
image of world leadership for a gen-

- - eration of Americans emerging from a
-"__’,:,lnng tradition of national isolation.
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Is that Khrushchev banging lﬂl

shoe? Was it Harry Truman.whe said,

“T can get along with goed old Joe"?
Why is Richard Nixon shaking his .«
finger under someone’s nose in that
photograph and smiling in this one?
Who cheated whom in that wheat ™
deal? Where did Henry Cabot Lodge
go?
Mr. Nixon, mimic to the end, .
imagines that he can reduce hig .
dispirited, crime-soiled Administration
by re-enacting, again and again, the '
dramas of dead giants. But there is no
redemption or renewal in a procession
to Yalta. There is only the chattering

of pygmies in a void.

" Russell Baker is on vacation.



