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Naxcn s Hard-to-Believe Jaunts

- lverybody llkes to get away from home
dace in a while. Richard Multinouse Nixen
fndfe than most. Possibly because he has
more: hames: t0. get away' from.

=His-most recent trip-to the Thumb of Michi-

sto@vmg 2 new -and- !rmducxbie meaningless- -
ness,

—~ campaign trail — -and. restored. some-of; its

¢riginal meaning, for the first time since: the. .’
I'mnEome made: politicking -by footr obsolete: -

~Coming as it did, hard on the heels of Mr:
N‘lmsmﬂicklngjmmto&adeOur
Tritky Interdictor has-once again sugpested
that his mounting troubieshave done-little ar
rothing to diminish his bad taste or his. pre-
mmﬂmwmmam

‘White House spokesmen insist, of course;
Hat doth of last week's tours were mnsfng
successes, If Varlety; the show-biz bible; were-
covering such matters,
promised with a headline like:

“Nix Clicks
In Sticks, But NG in Paree. % i

Fowever, the French newspaper, Le Monde, -

through a rara front page editorial, has cor-
rectly called world atrention to the Nixonian
knack for assoclating himself with the wnmg
place; time, and thing. -~

In Parls, ceaﬂvmrudsum
And what they were-ail reading — while Gen--
eral Halg was telling:American news services.

. The editoriati described with, embarmsﬂg
dewl President Nixen’s smiling, joking, hand- -
shaking, hobnobbing with a few heads of state:
and with assorted bunches of Parisian bystand-
ers, who had been led to helieve the purpese
ot the Nixon visit was to join in honoring the
memory of their late president, George Pom-
pidon.

. Le Monde saw “Tond feverishness and clum--
siness” in the President’s behavior. Whatever
others may call it, there was ro lessenming of
it when the scene shifted irom France's capi-
tal to Michigan's thumb.

it might have:com-- -

BL frafry

Apparently, Our Smiling Snjaumer- was de-
termined to make an.all-out response to-James
Sparling, candidate {or Congress in Michigan’s

Eightl District, the only Republican to nvits
_Prmdenuaiga:ﬁdpadun ina Inca}. mmtgn.. g
gan may have given the practice of whistie- ”‘;: . Wt )

Tt may - also- 3 ked 1 ol ; With mwwm w a wei_l:
ranks of euphemism unother oid political, termis “whbdrm‘ w'say, snrtl otsyntheth:m“-»lthauﬂlm? s
3 gntuuraga-mwed in omspots-where no Presi-
dent has.ever trod pefore. It must have beem -
satisfying:to this partieniar President’s passion -

for registering certain:*‘firsts” In history..
Trouble- s, 1t" had. to be noted that moat

. Along lwhat cmud.m.mﬂngty ba;dzscribed.

as: the: dustiest campuign tram im- m.'.tnry,

a2y . Bullehn Guest Column

Our Tireless Traveler talked to groups in ham-
lets ol such sparse reknewn as Deford, He-
mans, Cass City and Snover. Not to mention
Elmer and Bad Axe,

"It all seemed a little hard jp believe as Dan
“Rather reported it, straight faced and squars
jawed, as a listener kept waiting for the punch
line. .~

For a second or twe, it seemed that the
utter unreality of -the story might be- spoiled
by the mentien of Sandusicy, which I seem to~

 have remembered as an Ohio town of some -

~ thirty odd thousand. But no, the reference was
to Sandusky, the seat of Sanilac County, Mich-

... igan.. Population about two thousand, aitheugh ..
police-_estimated the crowd: which gathered-

theremhearthe President ummm
sand.iz!

It:was proved some ﬂme agu—-éurk!g thl
peace marches heid in New York and Wash--
ington—that- police- estimates of crowds are
about as reliable as appraisals of vice-pres-
Idential papers. In this instance, however, let
us not quibble.

 Even though not s.slngie town aloir'g:':-'thc

~ route had a population of more than .three

thousand, why begrudge anyone a guess. that
at one place, ten thousand turned out? These

s, the camera crews-of three major net-
wor!um swell the size of any ga.thcnng, in
more-ways than- one..

"More interesting thwmy ﬂgm‘u,_lam or

.- small, was the letiering:on-seme.of. the signs. .
heldbythosewhcthwnduptograuthowm-:

culatmg Visitor,s=28- " |
There were; of caum s npecmd num-n-:

‘ber of placards of ‘the-sort thaz have been

prepared In the past by the President’s ad-
vanca men. “Hang In There.” And thers wers
a good many of thoser ‘“‘God hoves Nixon”
signs carried by mers mortals of Michigan,
who would Intimate that they- have com- -

- munication with some Special. Soun:a -ta which

I could never aspirs.

But It was the other signs that showed up
on TV screens that wers Al Oncs mors sir-
prising, mors believable, -and mors pietur-
esque,

To see tha currently popular “Jail to the
Chief” slogan in such small crowds and far-
away places indicates that, ar long last, some
of the oppesition to the current- Adminisira-
tion couid be as well organized as the White
House scenario writers, But I was.even more:-—
impressed by the ruraif, bellevable quality of
the cards which read—in somewhat uneven
scrawl—"Pay Your: * Taxes” lnd “Abdicats.
With Honor.” ©

Somehow, the Michigan trip seemed to
convey, as much as any recent pseudo-event,.
the- depﬂ'nrm vhicﬁrmchmi Multihouse Nixnu '
has fallen. - :

! Smedxy.wumyhmndadotmmm
sfgn held by ore ef:the rural folks slong the
last route saying:.“Why Did You Have To -
Come Here? It Has Beem Such A Nice Place: -
'Til Now.”

Hang In there, peaple of Michigan. Be as-
sured he will not pass your way again.




