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blood and left the flower of France
to perish in the snows of Russia.

By Russel V., Lee
e The events of the terrible twentieth

- diminutive, strutting paranoiac, Napo-

century, which led up to this awesorme
denouement, provide the best exam-
ples of the power of madmen to abelish
rational behavier. The centiiry opened
on an optimistic and complacent world
—a world that befleved in progress,
a world that believed ihat with the
application of the great .ﬂ;%r:a dia-
coveries and the spread of libaral
democracy in time all would be well,
We knew, of course, that theve wire
| a few despotisms 1vie Russia, but we
belicved this would ¢hanie We  wers
practical. We taiked vﬁx..m e prined
aursclves to the iesth Rul withit we
were stupid-—stupid enough to tolerais
madmen i positions %P powsr.

Craziness occurs in kings. Psychotic
emperors, presidents, prime ministers
and dictators have left their smudged
marks on every page of history. Some
rule todiy. An inquiry in depth into
the role of madness in human affairs
would provide a fascinating field to
be cullivated by a team of historians
and psvchiatrists, The harvest of bi-
zarre events wrought by deranged
leaders would be a rich one.

This i+ net surprising, for § per cent

f all wen are mad By simple statis-
ical probability some of these men

ill achieve power. Indeed, this likeli-
hood exceeds probability for a number
of reasons, In a dynastic regime ten-
dencies to aberration, which are often
geneticaily linked, are passed on to the
heir-2; =rent, often exaggerated by

Kaiser Withelm if was the tirst. Thisg
nnfortunate  birth-maimed, mother

inbrecdiag hating, vain, iasscure, stout ur:. idisien
i 1n n democratic regime the wvery |lous adulf adolescent paled Goomany -
wzllties of egocentricity and mega- |Germany with s magoificest
omam, characteristic of many psy- nology, ils superhly Grmined mrmo. !
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choces nare precisely those that izad
men 1o aspire io high office. In fact,
there are those whe say thai the very
fact of aspiratiodi to high office is ipso
facto proof of mental derangament. [
would not go so far,
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of Flanders with genetic effects on the man of steel and Emu_nmm slayer
the stock of both countries that are of millions of his own people; com-
all too apparent today. pletely deveid of scruple of any kind,
The Peace of Versailles, which could | he was a sociopath, a moral imbecile,
have ushered in the brave new world, and in complete control of Russia
was 3 travesty. It was the product | witler could well have been used
of strange men, none of wiom Was |jp thes medical school classroom as a
n_www?mnnuﬁ_wonvnab%%?w

sirictly normal or psychologically sta-

bie. The chief character, of coirse, Was  “{ha worid. he achieved a wider stage.
Woodrow Wilgon-—one of the tragic  pe had profound egocentricity, delu-

figires of histery, His was the most
priiliant brain thai had ever nreupled
the Presidency, with a popularity in
Furnpe mnever approached by an:
rizain hefore or since, inh & posi
: where he could heve brought
topia o a war-sick world,

sions of persecution (the Jews) com-
hingd with considerable sagacity—all
characteristic of the paranoid state.
We all knew he was abnormal. We
fidicnled him, and he all but did us
in. ?...in had a series of alruholic
nrime ministers during the interlude.

" Bul hie was not mentaily souand. He i
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his fine mind was shattered; hiz jule
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