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I3 sure seuned odd early yesterday moming 4o heer that there was & reported threat
Lo k1l Our “lordous Leader in llew Orleans and on the day the eriminal trisl of Jim Yape
rison was scheduled to open. The more of what 1itile was reported by radio, the more and
more strange the story seened,

Hoturally, under this great strain the inner strungth, that noblc courage of the GL
shone through. He would listen to the Seeret Service, disciplined man that he is. But he
also would not cop out. “o, not he! He would, too, have a motorcade. * Coumse, for secur-
ity 1t would have to be shortened an.. the route changed.

Shortened means less than Tive blocks. Route changed means a motorcade where ithere
are no pegplc or the change is a faie, and then what is the threat? Or, ig it a motopsgt -
cade without people. Hot just a quic] trip?

The firet thing I wondered about is why use the car at ali if there ius a danger?
Why not use a heliecopter? Iis perscnal onc wasn t there, but there are scads of tiem
in and around the city. The story to the press Was no ped. Who needs a pad? After Vil?
There is, rxight at thoe convention cite, ample open and freo or freeable SDACEs

Tempered as suspicion had to be when this was in New Urlesns, where the pecans are
the least comuon nuds and where politics, except for the noneexistent left can be hot,
suspicion there still had %o be. Yone of it stacked up.

If, as the reports had it, there was a conspiracy, there were many wnadarossed
problems not adiressed by the reported procautions. Some are impossible. There is,
for example, but one exit from the airport and then for a long cnough distance, but a
aingle road into town, with an abundance of jiding places aléng it if someone in doter—
mined to 3 tiis brilliant career so well on the .ay toward establishdn permanent peace
forevermore. Lvermire.

After turning toward llew Yrlsans and travellin; a short disbance, the {irst of
gseveral alternate routes, all long and none safer, become possible with turns to the Teft,
off idrline Wiglway, Then Airline can be varallelled. Ur, it can be taken to the multiple
entrence to Interstate Highwaey I 10, jhich in tricky as hell without loeals to lesd the
waye Lf Adrline 1o left sarlier, doubling back to I 10 is sigple, closer to the lake or
Vvia Hetairie Rousd. Unce I 10 i: {ukon, it is possible to double-cross those intunt upon
offing in the suburba by not staying on it, by going along the river to gk Clainorne,
witich is a large, divided thoroughfare that could e fast ith sirens and flashing reds
lights. It intersects with Canal, wherc the moborcade was supposed to e, Or, I {0 woulls
be fast to the 5t. Charles exit, vlhlch would lead right to the ssot on bYanal where a 5=
block motorcade could begin. Yr 2 hlock, or 3, or 4.

But nonc of this would eliminat. the resl problem, ho: to keep him from being in the
crosaimirs downtown anywhere near the convention hall, (e apisars to have been pretty
uncool by the tdue he got therv because CHS TV evening news tobdght hed footage, nuot
the stlll peiture of the papurs, on him pulling Ziegler. +% was not just an accident, as
printed press reported. “e actually turmed around, walked back and guve Zieg a real push,
then retwrn to his going to the hall. “‘eal uncool!)

'In reading Williem Ghn;nan':z story in this morning's Post, I got the notion that he
wasn § totally persuaded onmly the inoredibly bravery of the world's smartect and Lravest
hero~was the story. So, I spoke to him, cppecially about thu quote to the effect that
this Edwin “audet had been heard to say, epuroximately, "Somebody ought bo kill Nizen
and 17 nobody clse has the guts, I guess I'll do it." It scemed like s fardliar phruse,
in not in S.rtlett. First I thought Bremer, and then I realized that with slight desecration,
replacing the fine name with "seneof-a~biteh" 1% was “sck luby, as quoted.

Then the stowies on the radio yesterday made indefinite referencc to o drug story.
Soinggega! Vaterbury's on the side of Vanal oprosifethe *rench . warter and 4-5 hlocks



from the river would do nicely. “eautifully, i.. fact. That also becomes o parallel
ith the infamous Lee Harvey Uswald (as does the Yaudet police mug sho®, the only
picture uped that I lmou of amd hdo wish oll that lew Urlesns family). For some

reason L nover figured out, the FBI was reluctent to hove anythi Bg to #o with that
particular drug storc of thc thousunds in Sdew Yrleans. They arc not exactly seare in
that vieinity, odithere The Varren Comilasion wes nore dvtermined that the Pile They
were not reluctant-they abolished ite but tle UBI did hove ond did bury end the Warren
Comrdssdon did iguore repeated reports of Uswald in that drug store and uere olisn near
it, In fach, it i ve y close to wherc hu was busted 8/6/63. verrison'n files must be
atuffed with roperts of an Oswald sighting thore, tuch of his is bulishit, but that is
the point? it has Oswald saying something close to what is atiributed to audet, who
twma out to have been in a “ew Hexico comune near Taps for weeks,. “here, no doubt,
Sam MeCloud had it under control anywaye

8o, I told Chapmen (presuneably not the Chapman of Chapman's Friend fame) if
this was the drug store, of oll those in H.C., naybe sopething was not kosher., If
he is on the stery sndl learncd which drug store he dido % $ell me. But on UBC-IV svening
newn, there 1% was, without iduntification in the sound tracke

Ther: hasn't been a Pair Play for Luba Cow itiee for years, but there are always
com unes now and sure enough, Gandet is g comune-lsts

Phis cay not be the best of possible worlds but it surv is getting to be the
smallest. .

However, one tldng remains constant, the fearlessnesn of our valorous leader.
4nd in public, too = lowd enough to be heurml and reported (CBS redio news 2 ‘peie LSE),
"hey" aren’t soing to do this fo hin symdne liext dme he's going to have hus noboreada,
press the flesh, and be on TV \as thowd he wam't with tat pdonguring speech on how
patriotic it was o bomb and keup 1% seerct from the smerlesn eoplc only so Old Souvanna
wouldn t be cmbarrasscde

Aftor al. the play on Geuded( a not uncom.on nawe in dew Vrlemus but uot oxactly
Jones or Smith, cither) it turns cut lh.ve wers four other guyse oo far, lot iudulified.
' lio hinte. “aybe Lubans, as in “aterpate? :

There were other important clues. » cop's uniform was stolen. 4nd so was the personal
offieial mar of the chief of police. It was limked with those plets, probabl: because
it was found on the ouposite wide of toun from the sgene ot the offingwlo-be.
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’ bayway, it is s ndeo touch o conform o the locel culture. This sure did thnt!

Y deminds me of the Vednesday night aiter Hliing was killed. e police had a hot and

\E\ hushhnshsecret #ip thas there wae to Le one great Lig race riot that night. «l. ths
assistent LAs, no exception, where to ride shotgun with copme They are all ar ed there
anyway, bhesc JAs, Well, that was so well-kept a secret that every decunt restanrant

g in the outlying seoctions closed upe 1 didngt try Ghe downtowns Seismbrs wanted to talke ne
to a special seafocd restaurant along tiw lakefroute liot one uwas open! We got crawiish
in & neighborhood bar (go d crawfish, too)e afterwaxd hu Crove me back €. the “Hleau,
where I wan staying, ww I got sowe work done. 14 was, as it turmed out, about the

‘ most peaceful might in recent “ew Urleans history.

: Agnew gave it the apiropriate touch with his 3 peme news conferences the government

of which i he is viee president is cut to get him and he wants them to stope

%} All of this should %cach ~he Secret Service a lessolls sext tire they should give
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“+ his secrets right back %o riotioverne «nd let lizon have his l' evending 1V in ilew Urleans,
The worst he could do would be to ro-empt reruns of Verry Hacon, which used to be the
~§ toperated program there. -

But I wonder why nobody uscd the footage NEC aired onight last evening or night
- or this morming? Can't a Pre ident oven push a dlogler anymore whin he wants to be on
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