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overn’s final speech. I've wanted
ieve that McGovern is an active:
e with orientatia

styles flexibly, adaptively,
uiting- the: danc :
“But last night T detected that
cqntradi(:ti'un in his: character
t has always been: his weakness.
s either the receptive, compliant,
er-directed character. whose style
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Prentice-Hall, 4

two voters lea
ber:
Voter A: Well:
Voter B: [t was
cide whether ‘Ni
tive: or an active:
McGovern 15 &
passive-negative.
doubt in my Tim
hegan to blur thy
I just wasn't sure.
mv  mind durin
peech, 1u

n what did youwido? -
rote in my own:name.
2 Not if Voter B has
residential” Character. For
ook that presumes to suggest
residential behavior can be pre-
dicted' if one studies the psychological
“make-up of candidates who seek the
White Housc. To be precise, “the bur-
~aden of this book is.that the cr ial dif-
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an anderstanding

lieving @ " dent’s character, his world view, and
nevey miss 2 I his style” J»
| his oves. Smﬁﬁﬁ"r My ﬁrst‘impr'ession. upon reading
[ thought - StRIc that thesis, was to want to suggest to

abuul 1o take
Fore ha wia L“u'
definitely2tha l
vague and, of stimious and he still |
has ihat prol yanaging his ag- \

the author that he hie himself away 10
the nearest psychiatrist’'s couch; any
man with the audacity to take on the
subject must be nurturing illusions of
Napoleonic dimensions. My second im-
pression was that a very dry and la-
borious assignment lay ahead of me
as 1 plodded through a pedantic psy-
chological discourse written obviously
in some distant ivory tower.

My third impression was that my
first two were Wrong.

This is an exciting book, the best of
its kind 1 have read. It moves along
more like an engrossing biography

Tressive, feslings: He's his old active-
negative sell =there's no doubt about
i —andsol didn't vote for him.

Voter Az Then it was McGovern, eh?
Voler Bt &utudlly, no. After watching
e ohed channels-and caught
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than a psychological treatise; James
David Barber, 2 “psychohistorian” and
professor of political science, formerly
Yale and now at Duke University,

bas packed the Book with scintillating:

information about Presidents. Herbert
Hoover slept only three hours a night
when he was in office and was so fore-
boding that his servants would hide in
the closets when he came down the
halls. Richard Nixon fell out of a car-

' riage when he was three years old and

has suffered from motion sickness ever
since. Harry Truman wore such thick
glasses when he was a child he couldn’t
play normal boyhood sports and was
considered a mama’s boy. . Lyndon
Johnson, the master mimic of his
critics, once administered a dozen
whacks to the backside of a pupil who
had mimicked him; even then he was,
ahem, sensitive to criticism.

But James David Barber is no draw-
jmg-room gOssip spinning little anec-
dotes for the amusement of snickering
guests at a Georgetown dinner party.
Every bit of information 1s offered to
support his effort “1o see the man

whole—not as some abstract ‘embodi- |
ment of civic virtue, some scorec'_-:arld‘

of issue stands, or some--reﬂecti@%

rest of us, a person trying to cope

a difficult environment.” The clearesti

clues to the whole man, Barber argue:

.are visible in the earliest life histories’

of our Presidents. “The President Iis
a man with a memory in a system with
a history,” and to anticipate what that
man might do once he is in office, we
have to understand what has happened
to him long before he set out to win if.
That's hard, of course, since we are not
inclined to probe fully a President’s
whole life until he has left office. But
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it is a helpful reminder in an slection | Fzs

vear that the child is father to the
Commander-in-Chief.

Early experiences shape presidential
personalities into four basic ypes.
Active-positive Presidents want most
to achieve results; they do a lot and
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trans-

3 111e most

‘devastating acrial warture in the his
tory of man—all for the staw:d purpose

of maintaining "“respect for the Of
f the President of the United States.
“This -character,” Barber writes,
‘¢ould lead the President on to di
‘ter. . . . So far his crises have been

“bounded dramas, each apparently cur-

ained with the end of the last act.
"he dangeris that crisis will be trans-

Fformed into tragedy—that Nixon will

'go from a dramatic experiment to a
meral commitment, a commitment to
follow his own private star, to fly off

“in the face of overwhelming odds. That

ype of reaction is to be expected when
nd if Nixon is confronted with a

.on in 19"7 freed from the ca]cula-
jons of eh.c.ora] popularity, could fol-
low the example, not of his hero—the
tubborn and dogmatic Wilson—but of
nother man of independence, unhe-
wic Harry Truman, “who drew upon

“inner strengths he hardly knew he

had to move beyond toughness to

‘achievement.”

It is fascinating stuff, and scary, too

“Passive-positives”’—a lking to be lked.

Barber’s assumption that we can in-
crease our understanding, We can't
know “the man whole,” and, even if
we did, we would likely be just as
prone to vote as much by gut feel as
anything. (Remember all those New
Hampshire voters in 1968 who voted

' servants hid, mimics were punished.
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“Passive-negatives”"—in place of 'uower,.
civic virtue and vague principles.

for Eugene McCarthy hecause thew
thought he would be tough ol com-
munism?) Barber's own bibliography
is too seleclive; his sources [or active-

pusilive wau&mnis include loo, m.mg ‘

urmhashl;dfv wmpalhuuc‘ me@ It
“Gachods Sorensen’s Kenred: RYiTiget 1.
Raseman’s Working With Reuservielt,

“whies [ his active-negative 1vpes he

Cdpaaes. fromoan imbalanced. sglection
oJ dntricndly sources. And, finally, it's
Toie thimg o analvze wqth hindsight.

(0 pick out experientes i childhood
Jand adolescenee that, looking back,

ckplain behavior in adullyood. | Bt
when il comes Jo. predieting presi-

“Activenegative’ incumbent (he took a
tumble atage tHree); and ' passive positive”
hopeful (hesnight! turn another way).

dential behavior, which Barber sug-
O S HOIEES should: Ay ding Bjon
do we know which traumatic’ nd!m
happy childhood experiences are the
important ones?

But these are negligible shortcom-
ings of Barber's approach, and 1 think

has written a book as important
as Garry Wills's Nivon Agounistes. Tt
is not impossible 10 determing in ad-
vance what a candidate might do once

he reaches the White House. TE polis

tics wire a screrice, i might works
But politics is as vapricious as an aet-
ist's termperament hecause, like:art

politics is born deep in the mystery of |

self. There ought to he belter ways
1o choose our leader, but since there
aren’t. we will have to go on being
poverned by people who are quite like
us. As the man said, America is a place
where anyvbody can grow up to be Pres-
ident, and olten does.
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