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The trztgedyo'!the Nixon prm!ency
hesnot»&nlyhrth&aimeef“ e
gate, which bronght it down. Richard
Nixon, the politician' and the human)

‘belng,wasalsu on frial. And. in the |

and’ capacity for leadership thatm
found “wanting. Richard ' lenn ‘was '
jndged not so much by the crimes’ of
. ‘those who-served  him-ax by his own,
_ violations of the tirust fthat-'had bemr
placedlnhim. A

puﬁculﬁ:lyum the-ﬁeld of :for-
ei aﬂafrs, ‘were .mere impressive
; than his mmﬂﬂ& ~now ' acknowl-
‘.-'edge.Yetthry alsalﬂngwﬂ.'lbe fas. .
| ‘cinated by what was essentially the in-
|| ‘capacity of a leader to lead, to eommu-
| nicate, to harness:the power that was
avmlabletnhjmbobgmedtnr_ﬂm
comman good. : . i
AIT his life Richard Nixon-fofght for
po'wer but when he: achievedit sﬁmﬂy

: m el 1 - A
emmen’t and ﬁafﬁng an aémmisira
tion. .
Eighteen  years: ;ge. wzhen he was,
vice president and. the

' Nixon traveled through the:farm states

of the Middle Westand provided those
" who were with him a brilliant picture

of his campaign strategy. It was a time

when Elsenhower farm policies were
. not popular, and Ezra Taft Benson, the
Secretary of Agrieulture, was. less pop-
ular. Nixon tried hard.not ta-appear on
the defensive, vet he very clearly was -
on the defensive, so much, so that he
refused even to mention the name of
the Secretary of: culture, parity
prices or:flexible 1 . supports, which

| wanted to hear about.

. That failure to talk'about the real is-
sues told. something about the fan
that ‘has néver changed. He aveided

. thespecifics ‘ot issues:. Instead, his ap-

- peal then, as it was-to Pe later, was es-
sentially emoticmal and evangelistic.

 Be at*hﬁm.pted to-leave @ single broad
impression, leaving to the imagination.

{ -what -peliciées a- new admmﬂ.stramon
‘would follow:

‘His argument was mmapme mmt ime

. Eimhuwex,ba mman of | good- will,.a. man-

| -of peace & i who wthea best inter-

¥ ests of 'ehe a1 people at heart.

I rt was enoughin that year when Eisen-

I hower was:almost -certain of - vietory.

{ But it revesled the essential Nixom-on!

3

% cate ideas, because he: thought that au-
- diences were not sophisticated .enough

to tinderstand’and appracﬁate'"ﬁlai‘n- He

gamnmsnim
re-election’ of Pﬂh{dant Eisenhower,

|

were the prinmpal issues his audiences

“the! stump. He-did net'try to- cnimpum-. :

‘The Ineapac:n ;

end it ‘was -his' personality, character - eﬁd

rlt:npthmughthewdﬂle

| committee returned, Miss Woods ‘han-

‘r

", discuss ‘the issues except in large

| what he stood for.was good for the |

. ses, which had been modest: ‘No:one:
. counting, Miss Woods repm He

£ cat:femnaes, ,

" country while his op'ponent was an: en- '

. looked -down:ons his andiences..and. e
- talked down:fo them. He was: a~.mle.s*
man ﬁrsi and when he won hiéh

; 1 saleamen rtro:n

']:ﬁemm_s_ :’nnn- xtno&anﬁutmnec- ‘
"‘:-tes-his ‘speeches, perfiaps: |

iin- the semies’ of ap-
P pearaneea he msd'e around m&mﬁm

vaguely how ‘to.sell. :
did mot know how to putia séovernment |
togeuler and make it work. iy
“Mr. dezdmﬂtw 9. -~
to communicate: m | alization for mist;a&es that. el een
made, he tatally ‘avoided the real
“bmeke‘homthﬂ‘ sues gnd ifistead talked " about- lml: :

Another vivid meémery " “trom “hat
‘West in- Blg{f
was & party ome Saturday ni:gh‘lgm |
neapolis, -whieh a Rapuhhcaﬂ léadhr .
gave for the Nizon staff and press.
Rugemmwms “told a growp: around -
‘her how she had- ﬂ”’éﬁ“‘ﬂ" tﬁrw
young Cnngman what a
“deepi m'fanlﬁnr |
Asamemﬂeroftl;z "oﬂ:er; !
tee, he had gone road “‘m%
members ‘on ‘a studs y mfssinn. When: %‘he /

dled the expense: ~aceounts that were
tmedhﬁotheenmce lar;e |
N & one A
e;éf s ‘without providing. de—‘
tails, she ‘said, exee'pt ‘the: young' con-
gressmmfromCaBﬂmnia.Hamme—
ticulous in. reporting his:exact expen-

else had provided such.a  precise ac-

‘Was ‘awﬁeﬂer for. honesiy, she said.
1972 when: Nimn--
lwwed uchtbe same course he did in
ﬁgh for President Esenhower's-re-
! election 16 years ‘before: He. did not

' ‘tions with his a'lﬂu. ‘he evangeli:ed
" and tried to leave the impression that




ing that it ‘was,a sup leemon (Of -, and’ ’F:hﬂ‘:iln ag ncies. reaily have’ tbe
able niei, He MMWM k i
it Of course; ‘thar_‘ Slirie orlﬂfe qabinét | ir cons . '
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of the ablesbw
hestopped:
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