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President Chooses Kelley
As the ‘Best’ to Head FBI

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon yesterday
named Clarence Marion Kel-
ley, a 8l-year-old police chief
and former FBI agent, as di-
rector of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and pro-
claimed him “the best man in
the country” for the job.

Kelley, known as a tough
administrator, has been police
chief in Kansas City, Mo., for
the past 12 years and was an
FBI agent for two decades be-
fore that. He said he would
combat crime without violat-
ing “human rights and dig-
nity” and he’praised the role
of the press in opposing
“oppressive law enforcement.”

The announcement, a poorly
kept administration secret for
the past two days, came on a
day when the President met
with his eabinet and pledged
to move ahead despite prob-
lems caused by the Watergate
scandal. ‘

Mr. Nixon told the Cabinet
that the administration was
“alive and working” and that
the government’s success in
dealing with foreign and do-
mestic issues would have more
longrange impact on the
country and his administra-
tion than Watergate,

He made his comment in re-
sponse to remarks by Secre-
tary of Labor Peter J. Bren-
nan, who said that Watergate
was more of an issue in Wash-
ington than in the country as
a whole,

The Cabinet meeting was
the first ever attended by Re-

4 publican congressional lead-
j ers. Both Senate Minority

%

Leader Hugh Secott (Penn.)
and House Minority Leader

1

Gerald R. Ford (Mich.) spoke

briefly to the Cabinet. They
are scheduled to. attend all
Cabinet meetings as part of
the new White House policy of
improving executive depart-
ment access for congressional
leaders.

Ford said afterward that the
new poliey assured him of an

opportunity to discuss issues

with Cabinet leaders face-to-
face and also gave Republican

congressmen the feeling that

they have “a direct conduit”
to the President.

The Cabinet applauded the
President when he told them
of “sacrifices” that Gen. Alex-
ander Haig was making in giv-

‘{ing up his position as Army

vice chief of staff to become
the chief White House admin-
istrative officer. Cabinet mem-
bers also applauded newly
named domestic affairs ad-
viser Melvin R. Laird after he
pledged a new era of coepera-
tion between the administra-
tion and Congress.

Laird and Haig were named
to the top two White House
jobs Wednesday as the White
House reshuffle continued in
the wake of Watergate. ;

But the White House denied
yvesterday that prospective
changes in the administration
inelude the departure of John
Connally, the former Treasury
Secretary who is now a part-
time adviser to the President.
The Washington Post reported
in its late editions Thursday
that Connally was unhappy at
the lack of a definite assign-
ment and had told friends he
was ready to quit.

Deputy press secretary Ger-
ald L. Warren said that Con-
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nally had told him he was not
quitting. At the same time
Warren said that Connally

that he had not heen given
any specifie assignment.

No specific role was envi-
sioned for Connally ‘when he
Jjoined the administration less
than a month ago, Warren
said. )

The White House also de-
nied a report published by
Business Week magazine that
Treasury Secretary George P.
Shultz was unhappy and may
‘also resign.

In naming Kelley as acting
director of the FBI the White
House appeared anxious to
avoid the political eontroversy
that surrounded the previous
appointment of L. Patrick
Gray IIL
. Gray served as acting direc-
tor for 11 months but was
forced to resign during his
confirmation hearing after
prolonged criticism of his han-
dling of the Watergate case
and his partisan role in the
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1972 election campaign.

ants to tell you,

In a photo session before
the announcement of the ap-
pointment, a reporter asked
Kelley his party affiliation.

President Nixon put his
hand in front of the nominee
and said:

“We haven’t even asked him

hether he is a Pemocrat or a

publican—don’t tell them.”

Later, the President added
jokingly that Kelley should
tell his affiliation “only if he
is a registered Democrat.”

The FBI has not had a per-
manent director since J, Edgar
Hoover died more than a year
ago, but the White House is
optimistic that Kelley will win
speedy confirmation from the
Senate.

Attorney General Elliot L.
Richardson, who appeared
with Kelley, said that the Kan-
sas City police chief was cho-
sen from a final list of 27 pos-
sibilities and was “the best
possible man we could find.” |

William D. Ruckelshaus will |
continue as acting director of!
the FBI until Kelley is con-
firmed, Richardson said.

“would not'stay forever” and||
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By Charies Del Vecchio—The Washinzton Post

President Nixon congratulates Clarenee M. Kelley, chosen as FBI director.




