great privilege. To have the
"|President tap you on . the

ent,
it
: Houﬂb' statement smd.

0

~only be explained by the

reportersiinvolved.” -
MSgt. Edward K. Klemo,

50year-old Air Foree veteran

with"service in Vietnam, said

wday, “This is the greatest

e gqni:s 'ehese sf;anes

i nad not gone thronugh the ‘air
terminal

¢{face — “Like a pat you give a,
Iﬂace after
a pi‘emﬁ%nhzﬂ‘nm ‘conference. | -
the imeident!|’

Iy gesture,”

' poul. report Saturﬂay ni:ght.

honor T ewer hnd* fao éh&ke the
-hand of the Premdent ig. ‘a

teheek — 1 won’t wash: my
face.”
«‘Asked’ if his son, John, 7,

saying “The
President slapped my' daddy,”
Bt e!zo replied:  “Yes; he did,
ﬁut he didn't mean it’ that
Walji,ehm said he lmd told Mr..
Nixon he was

m

and the
ached over and'tapped his|

oasketbgll player after, hes
/made g basket,™
The so-called slapping ; mci-
dent came. to light - Sunday

ers on. the Presxdant's plane

1The pool reparters maintained
that there was no significance
ito-the incident, but late: S&_nk
aay night the.? wrpta a.p
réport: and - posted-it’ rlt
a|press room here.

The Wall Street J’ournal
The New York Daily News.

and ‘the St. Louis Post-Dis-

\ “one - of, the|
tliereatest presidents we've ever'| pry
Premdent ;

wiien oné of the pool report- | randi
neck for anot.her look,"f the spotli

inetworks and the majority: of
newspapers represented de-
cided: that there was inmlffi
[elent basis for a story, . |
“Two members of the Satur-

day night pool observed ani
encounter that they thought at’

stilldo,” Sunday night’s pool
report said.

. +As the President was shak-
ng hands with spectators
Hined up- along ‘a'fence “he ap-

““According fo the  pool re-

ports - ‘the man. said that the

Pmsident asked: “are you the

mother?”, °

; "Ne:lfher he replied. .-
“The- Presiden:t craned HJs

smd

. Ent} : = )
i sl;gs%‘t'he man’s
The two pool- reporte:s said
that “the ]ight slap had the ve—
loeity Eﬁtgat @ man- mj@ht.

‘his:mistake in identity. The
Premdent then went on tu

the time was insignificant and |’

) mother or grand-|

-| White House staff had talked

did Tot :'mpearto be angry, |
But may have been flustered|

ST R R O et
a|the wire |services,: television |

When -one:’ tﬁ"*ﬂi‘e pool Te.
porters. asked. ‘tire* man what
‘had 'oceurred, he' replieﬂ' ‘"me
President slapped. me,” The

reporters . then ran to- baard

| Aif Force One, wit.hout get-
’a;ng ‘the'han’s name; -

But ‘his' picture appeared
imext day in the Orlando Senti-
‘nel because he was next to the
‘mother with the baby who was
'photographed. ' Kleizo’s ident-
ity ‘became kmfwn today, f
“Reached . - by~ eelephone,

-K]bizasald ‘he“'had used the

lword shppbi%’uddm”'“Ym '
‘don’t say. ‘tha.?reﬂent tap-
ped m‘, » :‘_.‘..__

When “his-'son’ | was. asked
about ahe inelﬂent, he Said: t.hp

Imghinghecause thou;
] was .funny,” Johnliepﬂeg.m

Kleizo said no one from

to him about the incident.or |
the news reports. Mrs. Kleizo
‘said a lieutenant colonel had -
contacﬁed her liuhbanﬂ Klemo




. ) g ) A 1 : trmﬁdﬁ;@maemm:;ﬂ
Moments after the President ‘allégedly slapped him. M.  lhands'a baby-te:Mr, Nixon at' McC€oy ‘Air Force Base in
Sgi. Edward K. Kleizo, left center, is all smiles as he Florida. Kleizo later described the'“slap” as a;friendly tap.



