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Watergate Repercussions

By Rawland Evans and Robert Novak

WASHINGTON — 7Tie mast politically
significant aspeet of €37k MacGregnr's up-
charat teristieally  hars=  asssott on the
Washington Puost’s oov cage af the Water-
zate affair 1s the fant iwas ordered direct -
Iv from the White House Oreal Otfice

MacGregor.  Presypdent. Nixon's cam-
palgn manager. was popdering What 19'dn

next abnut the deepening swamp of charges !
Hatine
Monday to altack, Not understandinge the

when orders came from the White

ermmd rules, an aide informed nawsinen
‘that MacGregor wonld ‘be availible
Juestions after s carcfolly druisdd srate
%;-:ns-m atfacking the Post

a4

i INSTEATL the White House ruled our
fany questions at all 8&o. the usually genisl

I_f“IaLG"f‘"f‘T was viewed an national televi-
}qmn making sn anzry  ad hominem attack
on the nmewspzuer then »talhng redfaced

from ihe room

That was in keeping with 6verall White
House straregy ever since Republican - fi
nanced spies were cangnt hugging Dema-
cratic National Headguarters at the Water-
oate June 17. Tha strategy: Don’t get ton
excited abnut this little caper and fire bagk
hard at anvhoay who criticizes ua. With twno
weeks te Election Day, that strategy has
hecome inereasingly troubling to thoughtful
Republicans

Nobody helieves that the Watergate in-
dictments or the attendant charges of polit-
ieal subversion seriously threaten Mr. Nix-
on's landslide. Rather, his silent Republican
critics fear the long shadow the president’s
see-no-evil, hear-no-evil reaction cas's on
his second term.

One prominent Midwestern state Repub-

tnr &

'can leader bas areued wnh this Whie

House strategy 1' lerms 3

a“lp tn Rirhard &
cabe of a gensration dgu.

in:fantly l'p‘i. i

Niznn: the Al"e His
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3 Whils freshman Congressman Nixon wa
Aleseaping anonymity in his relentless pw
HsuitCof e:piunagv charges against His:

’%T’rcq;dmt Harry Truman was pooh - poot

H

ing the entire affair. That gave congre:
sional Republicins an open pass for heavil
Lpiblicized hearings that helped build th
fhuge Republiczti vietory of 1652,

: Ex\ pooh-poohing  the Watergate. thi
ﬁ;rMLrIuw-te-m state jeader icars. Mr. Nixo
Fopened up a politically profitable investig:
{tion in 1973 on which Sen Edward M. Ke
_!?!‘.r:eriy has now taken ant an option.

Dovhts are no! conlined to liberal R
piblicans. Conservative Sen -Robert Dale
Kansas, Remiblican National Chairmal
publicly adheres fo the Nixon strategv. Bi
privately he fee!ls White House handiing
the Walerzate affair is a‘rocious

Even John B Connally, a full - fledee
presidential crony. tells intimates he woy!
have stressed the moral nuirageof the Wa
ergate bugging had he been'tn charze
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MR. NIXON ignores recommendating
that he _preemp rennedy and the Dem
crats with a spgcial nigh - level ihvesiiy

tion nutside regular governiment channels.
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The Nivon political areration. fram ¥
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reasident on down ta low - ievel staffer!
harhors a sell - sidhteont eanviction th
H\mjg“ replment ol ‘ll'h" '_i‘.-l.'uvf" :'?.35 hEEnE
tirely mot (v anti - Nixoen senhime;
and has ,-!;n-r':a:- siste connectad the Wh
Hoase wih a rrome o) woich if is not o
uurhl!le SR S
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