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‘Mideast War A Matter of Arab Pr de ..

A study of the intemgenm reports |
lideast strongly.. su m

oxpemd to- J.pse. Ko "'tg\;
il*“? The' Syrian Army, chief, Geit. Mum
rpha Taias, was, quoted by tl ﬂentrp.l
- Intelligence Agency, for e
:‘ declnrlng dé!pei'atelyg 'Despite g:he
' aet that ¢ ¢l the- Aﬁa’hn‘mm
~ate ‘we “Israel;-there i no
: ogher nl;oiceJWe mns‘t fight, adfl we

5 Wﬂl fight.” B ¥

p "-l!'or months, he;u\ﬁ:fntanding

" that -thie: Mideast must kept in-

ﬁﬂamed to ‘attract world attention and

_to_compel a solution. Only by keep-

2 i.ng "thmwar case hot. between us and

«;Israel,” he argued, coul&‘a political set-
tlement,he furced Sy

.,f.:ontiquad t.he Cl’A. ,caple'“ “Talas
uid he thought that 1f the mba had

»;eontinued to *fight’ ‘Istael” after their
* successive , defeats -ih 1948, 1956 and
1967, rather than turn.ing their backs

© in defeat, many world leaders would
have ehanged their policies vla-a-vii
the Arab-Israéli dispute -

This logic reportedly was accepted
“by Syria’s President Hafiz al-Asad but
was resisted by Egypt’s more cautious
President - Anwar Sadat. For three

| years, Sadat made belligerent noises
but held back from open hostilities. He
made saber-rattling speeches, He posed

 in unifrm inspecting the Suez fortifi-

~ cations. He called upon Egyptians to

~ prepare for the “inevitable battle.”

'« "But he issued secret-orders to his
generals, according to the intelligence
reports, not to provoke Israel. A CIA
cable quoted military sources as saying

- “that President Anwar Sadat;, ‘when

threatening Israel with an all-out war,

was bluffing and that he had informed
the Army of this."

. Sadat explained to ‘his generals

serted the cable, that he ‘hadtomake

. this stand in order to-maintain interna- -

‘| tional interest in the- nroblsm and, fo -

| silence local unrest.” -

But the empty threats -eventually
biibble-gummed in Sadat's face. Other
Arab leaders began fo mock him. An"
intélligenve réport from Syria, for éx:

ample, quoted President al-Asaa as ae-’
claring derisively thdt “he- ‘did not ex--
peet too’ much from ‘Eg‘ypﬂm even t!
they initiated tHe fighting.” L
Pt “é"'&‘ﬁﬂ%‘:‘ﬁff“ '3
er adal [ e
3 inds° i:t Cairo - that’ he had ordered
an ‘attack ‘on 'Iaraaf but
with an fnxcuse 56! the‘
week forholding cHi Tine:
Saturday’s excuse was thai i wdtﬂﬂ be
improper to attack Israel on jthﬂ Jew-
ish sabbath. - 1
‘The rldi

rash_ action. ;Ehis w;n xhe aubjaqt g;a '
secret message from the U 8. xn.pasw .
in Tel Aviv a few, gmn ngg
“tl'":'ﬂ'e l}eneve ;‘epoa,'tecl the embassy,
t .Israeli leadership .
Egypt to be.capable now, wl ﬂr%
ally no further preparation, ‘and wi
practieally. .no warning o lnum:h Te-.
newed war of . pttritinn, n;ong, ‘Suez
camlor'l#ﬂit’edattack across it .. .. .
(“There is a) tendency- among 1!!11'4111:051
which Isrgelis have noted, to treat. Sa: .
dat's threats toward. Israel with- deri-
sion. Israelis feel tha.t it is th.ls eredl-

O Pl e

‘lhs

1_‘.‘




bility gap of Sadat’s within the Arab
world_which . conceivably could lead
him, even against his better judgment,
to deecide impulsively to resume shoot-,
ing.”

dat-to fight:THe “war preparatiohs: ac-

mm,g..ms Syrian . ally, President,
A

he. Vowed, aecording to-the CIA,
will geize the opportunity and fight? |

BnL adat, cautious to the last, carer;

aqu d a2 djplnma.tic oﬁensi?e ;

- itary attack, He lined up

Saudi Ara%[a's King Faisal to neutral

izerthe I5S. by threatening-to cut off
oil. gh:lpmznts it Wuhlngton favorud o

Israel.
Sada’t “sen
n and. Moscnw that the ﬁghtirlg.
was’ intenided ‘to’ wake up the’ world
over the Mideast crisis. Apparently, he
sought fo. compel. the great powers to
impose a settlement on Israel that
would force the Israelis to pull back
frof territory they captured in 1967. -
The Israelis, who easily detected the
military moves on both borders, bom-
barded Washington with warnings that
; \the Syrians-and Egyptians were pre-

r The “snowballing of the situatlon, W
suggested a report, finally forced Sa— /

cording.-ta » intelligence; -began - Ja_ﬁi‘r._ =t

“Gen. Talas: “Besplte the

fact that . . .all the
~ Arabs combined are

‘%veaker than' Ismei ‘there '
is no other chou:e.‘ We Lo

_must f;gh& and R
will fight” :

parlng fnr a fu]l-acnle oﬂ'ensive “The
wnrnings intenaiﬁed in Iate Séptember
as the signs hecame clearer. “But the
polgcymakers in Washlngton, ﬁnding it
difficult to believe the Arabs ‘would

riskmﬂitary suiclde, dismissed the Is- y
4 raeli messages as wolf cries,

The outbreak of fighting, apparently,
has caused Moscow &5 much dismay as

Washington. The Egyptians have made

no ‘overtures to Russia, so far as we
can learn, to support the war effort

or replace Egyptian losses. Instead, Sa- -

dat reportedly has turped to Saudi’
Arabia to finance the rebuilding of
Egyptian military forces. !

| Syria's relations with Russia have ..
also deteriorated. The Syrians were an-
noyed because the Soviet technicians

wouldn’t man air defense missiles

_against Israeli planes. This forced the-

Syrians to go all the way to Hanoi to
seek qualified people who knew how to

 operate the sophisticated Soviet equip-

‘ment.

The Syrians were also stung by Is-\:"
“Iraeli” superiority “in' -the- skies “The
: proud Syrians preferred to hlame tl:u_s
““on inferior- Somet eqmpment *rathe;“

than their own pﬂots g

: -Shortly before the fighting resumea
accm‘dmg fo. “intelligence> reports

- Byria’s Foreign Minister Abdel Khad‘h
dam got .into -a -nasty -argument’
with Russia’s Ambassador: Noureddines

~ Mohiedinov. The angry foreign minis-;

ter responded by slapping strict travel
_restrictions on all Soviet personnel in:*
side Syria. The Syrians t:lpped ‘off thu:
Russians about the coming atta
however, in time for them to withdraW«
depenﬂents before the hostﬂlt:tes be—
gan: b s

* Secretary of ‘State Henry Kmsln ‘
meanwhile, is trying to pe CE 'e"':
Arabs that the big powers cannotiini<x
pose a settlement upon the Mideast.t
Only painful negotiations between the.
Arabs and Israelis, he has told thenrcf'

‘can possibly hlmg a lasting peace.

® 19_13. United Feature Syndicate - (O



Rowland Evans and Robert Novak - |

4 .A Matter of Arab 011

Private warnings have now been in-
formally but forcefully delivered to the
U.S." that if Israel is re-supplied with
¥-4 phantom aircraft and other heavy
equipment, King Faisal of Saudi Ara-
bia will feel compelled to cut off all oil
to the United States.

Thus, President Nixon may soon face
an ugly. choice ‘posed by the Arab-
Israeli- war of 1973. If he approves re-
placement.of the 40 to 60 jet a.ircraft
believed lost by Israel, he risks a dan- "
gerous -setback “in- his ‘home-front en-
ergy Battle ta keep ‘America warm this -

_winter; -If :he -disapproves, -he risks
greater. Israeli casualties on . the Sinai
tront (and with them a shatp rise in
anti-Nixon presure from the powerf:n
Ameéridan-Tewish” ‘¢ommunity).

Thatthetm:eatﬂfaSandtoil
cutoff is real goes to what Mideast
experts feel is the Soviet Union’s real

" hope from the current war: not so
much a return to Egypt and Syria of
territories lost in 1967 but radical na-.
tionalist revolutions in Saudi Arabia
and lesser oil-rich kingdoms.

The. aim -will probably be advanced
no matter how hadly the present war
may finally’ end for Egypt and Syria.
'frlz:l result will be an inuesl.)seth Arh?:l

n.among . bo rak
mams hpﬂ‘smw Fa
That f.hreat.ens KlngL Faiea‘l. aI-_
though % loyal, durable friend of the

United States, he .would find himself

in a. po]ltical hot-hox after . another: .

Arab’ defeat because of un.controllable ‘

anti-U.S, hostthty

The King's' protectien against the---

possibility that his regime might be "
, swept. away. like the Libyan monarchy
, by military revolution in 1969-is vital. .
financial aid he gives Egypt. Bitt if the

dramatlc Mpmement of ’Arab ‘arms -

I 'to the

“perts here’
““other' Arald defeat. If that happened,.

“Although a loyal, dumble
US. friend, King Faisal
~would find himself in a
political hot-box afier
~another Arab defeat =
 because of uncontrollable
arm-U.S homluy o

y

“in the Iatest ‘war impels the United

i States to massively resupply phhntom

" jets, Faisal would have to react by cut-

- tingoffoxl.

“Tf'the’ Arabs see the United States

tryiﬂg o “save Israel * one Mideaat ex- -
pert told us, “Faisal vévould have two-

choices: Lead a radical nationalist rev-

olution himself -and end oil shipments _
pmtedsm s~ur'g1ml a refugee; -

" “haven soméwhere far away.”
That may overstate the case, but the

- point is essentially valid. With Arab
arms performing much better than in -

any previous stage of the 25-year war,

" a marked ' pro-Israel 'move by .the

-Unitéd States- would immediately be

_seized by the Arah,s to explain what ex- "
will -be -an- -

ares'sure:

‘no Arab leader could afford the inti
. maecy with Washington ~the United
States has long enjoyed with Faisal. -

Futhermore, the hard- choice be--

tween fighter plnnes for Israel or heat-

. ing oil for' American homes is- made

. even worse for President Nixon by the

split between the United States and |

Western Europe.

With Waahingon supportmg Israel

.Saudi ‘Arabia responmble for enforce-‘

4

i o r".i'.
and its Europem allies movmg eloser,.
to the Arab states, the split has wid-*

‘ened steadily since 1967. King Faisal’s

prospective decision to deny Saudioil?
to the United States — if it comes tox,

‘that — could widen it still further by:.

discriminating against the. United i -
States in favor of Western Europe.
.Such discrimination is in the offsd
ing. To. enforce any embargo againsti
the United States, the Saudis are said«
by international oil experts here to be

" considering a mnovel scheme to keep

Saudi oil flowing to Europe and JapanZ
(which need. it far more) but block its
from reaching here, The basic idea:,

make the American oil companies in.,

_ment. -

If the Saudi government found Ieak-,

.age to the United States, it would pun;:

ish the * companies. Considéring the
vast protits of U.S. oil companies in

. the country with 25 per cent of known

oil ‘reserves, leakage would be mini-
mized.
Thus far, of course, the United

_States'is playing down the question of

sending mew phantoms to Israel, mini: .
mizing the effects of the Soviet re-s’up-

ply of Syria and Egypt and counting®
on Israel’s victory in the war. ‘That g0-c
slow. .policy. is essential when the. im=5
portance of the war itself is measm:ejl

against ‘the “importance of all other

questions invelving the United States i
in the Middle ‘East. Nevertheless, -it iss
being attacked even now by pro-Israeli.;
congressmen (including Sen. Edward,,

‘M. Kennedy - (D-Mass.), a dove ln the?

- 0ld Vietnam days).

:For Mr. ‘Nixon to hold the pohhea}_’t
line at home will be. increasmgly diffizg,
enlt. But to let it break could prove far
worse when the Snow falls next wmter‘
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